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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues,  

I am extremely pleased to welcome you all to this IATA licensing workshop on 

shipment of infectious substances including influenza specimens and virus isolates, being held 

at the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, here in Cairo. I take this 

opportunity to extend my appreciation to our colleagues from WHO headquarters, as well as 

to the WHO Collaborating Centre––NAMRU-3, for participating in this important workshop. 

I am very happy to note that this workshop is being held with financial support from the US 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) under the five-year cooperative agreement 

between the CDC and the Regional Office on influenza surveillance and response in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

This is the second such IATA licensing workshop that has been organized by the 

Regional Office in the past year and a half. The growing importance of, and wider global 

recognition of the need for, compliance with all international regulations when transporting 

infectious substances and patient specimens led us to the organizing of this second workshop.  

As you all know, this is an IATA accredited licensing workshop wherein you will learn 

the current international regulations governing the transportation of infectious substances and 

patient specimens by all modes of transport, both in the country of origin and outside the 

country, in accordance with the guidelines of the International Air Transport Association 

(IATA). Upon successful completion of this training workshop, you have the unique 

opportunity to be certified as a “Shipper of Dangerous Goods with Specialization in Infectious 
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Substances”. I am sure you will make maximum use of this training opportunity to become a 

certified shipper of infectious substance in your own country, and to contribute to our goal of 

standardizing the shipment of infectious substances and dangerous pathogens across the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region, in accordance with international transport regulations.     

As you may know, the Eastern Mediterranean Region is at a crossroads, with repeated 

outbreaks and anticipated fear of emergent pandemics. Last year alone, the Region witnessed 

as many as 17 confirmed outbreaks and epidemics from emerging and re-emerging infectious 

diseases. From the Regional Office, we are continuously investing our time, efforts and 

organizational resources to improve the institutional capacity of our Member States for 

outbreak detection, alert and response. However, in order to protect public health and ensure 

regional health security, we need an understanding from our Member States that considerable 

progress needs to be achieved in the area of bio-risk reduction while handling infectious 

substances and dangerous pathogens. This is fundamental to our goal of ensuring health 

security in our Region. Therefore, let me stress the urgent necessity of taking this issue, of 

reducing risk of exposure to infectious microorganisms, to the core of your capacity-building 

programme for outbreaks prevention and control. 

Dear colleagues,   

National influenza centres are the backbone of the WHO Global Influenza Surveillance 

Network. Since its establishment in 1948, the GISN has worked to protect global public 

health by updating seasonal influenza vaccine compositions, and by functioning as a global 

alert mechanism for the emergence of influenza viruses with pandemic potential. At present, 

there are eight national influenza centres in the Region, contributing greatly to our 

understanding of influenza epidemiology. 

I am happy to note that this workshop will also deal with issues governing the 

transportation of influenza virus isolates as part of global vaccine compositions for seasonal 

influenza. In this regard, I would strongly encourage the resource-constrained Member States 

of the Region to take advantage of the WHO Global Influenza Programme’s Shipment Fund 

Project for sending influenza virus samples to WHO collaborating centres. I am sure you will 

learn more of this project during this workshop.   

Finally, I would like to thank you all again for making yourself available for this 

important workshop. I am sure you will enjoy it. I understand the workshop will also seek 

your commitment and understanding on an action plan that will aim at streamlining the 
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shipping procedure for transportation of any infectious substances and patient specimens 

across our Region. I wish you all success and wish you a comfortable and pleasant stay here 

in Cairo. 


