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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the Regional Workshop on Implementation of the 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). This is the sixth regional workshop on 

implementation of the FCTC since its adoption by the World Health Assembly in 2003. Last year 

the focus of the FCTC workshop was the implementation of Article 11 on packaging and 

labelling; this year our focus is on Article 8 and tobacco-free public places.  

The practice of focusing every year on one of the FCTC articles has proven to be practical 

and useful. The outcomes of last year’s workshop were very encouraging: seven Member States 

adopted new specifications for implementing pictorial health warnings, pending selection of the 

actual warning that will go on the packages, while another three Member States selected their 

pictorial health warnings. Egypt introduced these warnings in August 2008; the Islamic Republic 

of Iran and Djibouti are expected to do so early in 2009. 

We hope that the outcomes of this year’s workshop will be similarly encouraging. The 

evidence has shown that in some countries of the Region, up to four students out of 10 in the age 

group of 13–15 years are exposed to second-hand smoke in their homes.  
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While the science clearly shows that the effects of second-hand smoke are as harmful as the 

effects of direct smoking, strong legislation on tobacco-free public places is still lacking in the 

Region.   

The recommendation of the Conference of Parties to the FCTC is very clear in this regard: 

the guidelines on Article 8 clearly state that the “duty to protect individuals from tobacco smoke 

corresponds to an obligation by governments to enact legislation to protect individuals against 

threats to their fundamental rights and freedoms”. This cannot be achieved without strengthening 

country legislation on tobacco-free public places and enforcing such legislation in an effective 

way. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Effective legislation on tobacco-free public places requires the total elimination of smoking 

and tobacco smoke in a particular space in order to create a 100% smoke-free environment. There 

is no safe level of exposure to tobacco smoke, and notions such as a threshold value for toxicity 

from second-hand smoke should be rejected, as they are contradicted by scientific evidence. 

Approaches other than 100% smoke-free environments, including ventilation, air filtration and 

the use of designated smoking areas, whether with separate ventilation systems or not, have 

repeatedly been shown to be ineffective. There is conclusive evidence that engineering 

approaches do not protect against exposure to tobacco smoke. This is the recommendation of the 

Regional Office to its Member States; however, only a very limited number of countries in this 

Region have adopted legislation to this effect. The trend still favours designated smoking areas, 

and we sincerely hope to see a change in this trend. Countries such as Djibouti, Egypt and the 

Islamic Republic of Iran now have 100% tobacco-free public places. We encourage this and 

acknowledge it as an important step, pending of course the inclusion of all public places, 

including restaurants and cafés. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As part of our duty to support countries in their efforts to adopt and implement fully the 

FCTC, we have developed generic regional tobacco control legislation. During this workshop 

you will be able to study it and comment on it; we are eager to get your feedback on this model 

legislation in order to finalize it with the group of legal experts already nominated by your 
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respective governments in a meeting to be held early next year. This legislation was developed in 

Arabic; however an English working group will also be working to evaluate the English 

legislation that exists in the Region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Earlier this year, WHO released The WHO Report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic, which 

echoed the guidelines in Article 8 and identified 100% protection from second-hand smoke as 

one of the major steps needed to support the full implementation of the FCTC. The report 

outlines six effective tobacco control policies, all building on articles of the FCTC, intended to 

assist countries in their efforts to implement the FCTC.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,   

I wish you a successful meeting with outcomes at least as fruitful as those of last year. I 

would like to conclude with the words of our late Director-General Dr Lee; “if tobacco use can be 

banned in an Irish pub, then everything is possible”. Please remember this fact while studying 

and analysing the situation of tobacco-free public places in your countries and in the Region. 

May God bless your efforts and thank you. 

 


