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Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
My message comes to you all at a time when economic crisis has hit the world and we, as 
part of the development community, are bound to feel the effects. If we are to overcome 
this downward trend of the economies of the world, we will need to take a closer look at 
what we are doing—scrutinize our work, prioritize and always keep our beneficiaries at 
the top of our agenda. We need now, more than ever, to better manage our systems, to 
ensure that every penny, every cent, every piaster, every dirham and every lira is well 
spent. Perhaps this comes at a timely hour with the GSM system having been introduced 
already in two regions and we in EMRO are on our way. 
 
Our region, as you are aware, is stricken with non stop emergencies. The earthquake in 
Pakistan, the floods that hit Yemen, and the grave situation in Palestine, Afghanistan, 
Somalia, Iraq and Sudan have kept our staff on continuous alert. 
 
On a more personal note, we lost staff who died in the line of duty, combating polio in 
Afghanistan. The security and the welfare of our staff is becoming an overriding issue. It 
is only fit we remember them with our heartfelt prayers now as the year ends.  
 
On the brighter side, we have seen many partnerships bloom. The Regional Stop TB 
Partnership was established in the presence of Egypt’s First Lady Mrs Suzanne Mubarak 
bringing together ministries of health, businessmen, celebrities and nongovernmental 
organizations, all to combat this devastating disease which claims the lives of over 1.6 
million people globally every year, and which is both treatable and curable. 
 

 

 

  



 2

Another initiative took place in Jordan bringing together many partners to raise 
awareness on another topic claiming the lives of many, in particular, young people––
Road Safety. Queen Rania, who has worked closely with WHO on this initiative, led a 
procession which was much publicized and showed in practice what partnerships can do 
in bringing about positive change. 
 
On noncommunicable diseases, particularly cancers, Princes Lalla Salma of Morrocco, 
who graced the Regional Committee with her presence, has taken the lead in her country 
to combat this disease. I have personally paid a visit to Morocco and seen the many 
wonderful achievements in this regard.  
 
Also, His Royal Highness Prince Abdul Aziz Ahmed Bin Abdel Aziz (IMPACT) is really 
playing a major role in fighting blindness worldwide.  
 
Health is important, but without political will, we can not achieve much. We are grateful 
for the support of all these leading figures who truly believe in the cause.  
 
Another partnership that has made major breakthroughs in two countries of the Region is 
the Bloomberg Initiative. With the funds made available through these partnerships we 
are able to confront the tobacco epidemic which is spreading so quickly among the youth 
in our region. Many of you have seen the implementation of the MPOWER initiative, 
stemming from the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, on the cigarettes 
boxes here in Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan and Islamic Republic of Iran and the ban on 
advertisements.  
 
WHO has also teamed up with UNISDR and the World Bank, as part of the world 
disaster reduction campaign to ensure the resilience of hospitals during disasters. 
 
This year we also worked very closely with the UN family here in Egypt. When Egypt 
was hit with the blood crisis, all the UN family came here to the EMRO premises in the 
presence of the UN Resident Coordinator and donated blood. The media were on hand to 
cover the event which served to project a “one UN” family donating for noble cause. I 
thank each and every one of you who donated.  
 
On the lighter side, all the UN in Egypt came together again to celebrate the UN day. 
WHO was asked to lead the event and I was told and pleased that it was much enjoyed by 
each and every one of you who attended.  
 
Memories come back to me of my trip to Yemen this year and the wonderful 
schistosomiasis initiative conducted there, which reached every child and every school 
with praziquantel treatment. A well planned media campaign managed to reach almost all 
schoolchildren.  
 
Now, more than ever, we should raise awareness. We wholeheartedly believe that 
prevention is better than cure. We must use all the venues of communication to reach the 
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public with the proper health messages which, if followed, could save millions of now 
much needed dollars. 
 
This is indeed an opportune time with the Doha Declaration on Primary Health Care, 
which all the countries of the Region have endorsed, renewing their commitment to 
ensuring primary health care services are made available to those who need them most. 
 
As the year comes to an end, it is time to take stock of all that has happened with 
partnerships being most important, but it is also time to remember our loved ones. Some 
who worked with us for many many years and others who were starting their careers. 
God has chosen them to be near him, and we can only pray for them.  
 
My last words would be, work hard for an organization that we believe in its noble 
mission––the World Health Organization, but also give time, precious time, to your 
family and loved ones.  

 

 

 

Hussein A. Gezairy, MD, FRCS 
        Regional Director 

 
 Cairo, December 2008 

 
 


