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Your Excellency, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It indeed gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the First Intercountry meeting 

of the National Vector Control Focal Points in this beautiful city of Amman. Allow me to 

take this opportunity to thank His Excellency the Minister of Health of Jordan,  

H.E. Dr Salah Mawajdeh, for agreeing to host the meeting and for honouring us with his 

presence here today.  

As you know, during the 52nd Session of the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean in 2005, Member States recognized the immense burden due to vector-

borne diseases in the Region; the potential threat of emerging and re-emerging vector-

borne diseases, as well as their geographical and seasonal expansion; the general 

weakness in national capacities to implement vector control in most countries of the 

Region; the inadequate national policies for vector control; the allocation of insufficient 

resources for vector control; the inappropriate institutional arrangements; and the 

duplication of meagre resources among different sectors of health. 
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Dear Colleagues,  

It was with this background that the Regional Committee adopted resolution 

EM/RC52/R.6, in which it endorsed integrated vector management as the strategy for the 

implementation of vector control in the Region; and requested Member States to establish 

vector control units in each Ministry of Health and to strengthen intersectoral 

coordination and provide guidance and leadership in that regard. To implement integrated 

vector management nationally, the Committee also recognized the need to establish a 

regional Master’s degree programme in medical entomology and vector control.  

I am so pleased that the holding of the First Intercountry Meeting of National Vector 

Control Focal Points is indeed a response to the call made by Member States just over  

three years ago.  

As you meet here today, allow me the opportunity to document some of the 

achievements the Region has made in implementing vector control in the context of 

integrated vector management. I am pleased to report that 9 of the 12 countries of the 

Region endemic for vector-borne diseases are now implementing integrated vector 

management. They have national strategic plans and we thank our sister agency the 

United Nations Environmental Programme for their support in this regard. 

These countries have also established intersectoral coordination mechanisms 

drawing representatives from different sectors under the leadership of the ministries of 

health. Four of the 9 countries have also established integrated vector management units 

in the Ministry of Health to coordinate the implementation of vector control for all 

vector-borne diseases.  Moreover, a total of 17 million people now have access to long-

lasting insecticide-treated nets as part of scaling up access to this key intervention. It is 

projected that about 30 million people will have access to this intervention by the end of 

2008.  

Dear Colleagues, 

We at the Regional Office responded to the call by the Member States by 

establishing a Vector Biology and Control unit. This has ensured that different 

programmes in the Regional Office are coordinated and that Member States are served 
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efficiently. It is recognition also that vector control is a cross cutting programme. 

Moreover, in consultation with other leading regional and international institutions, we  

have developed a robust curriculum for an MSc degree programme in medical 

entomology and vector control. The curriculum includes a six-month field training 

component, a unique feature of this programme.  

The first batch of 21 students for this regional course started their studies in August 

at the University of Gezira in Sudan. The students are all from the major disease endemic 

countries of the Region. I am pleased to inform you that the same curriculum has been 

successfully adapted in Pakistan (hosted by the Health Services Academy and Quaid-i-

Azam University) and the Islamic Republic of Iran (hosted by Tehran University of 

Medical Sciences) for implementation in January 2009. With this progress, the Region 

should soon witness vector control units at all administrative levels of ministries of health 

being led by qualified staff with practical skills, who are not only able to plan and 

implement vector control interventions in the context of integrated vector management, 

but who are also able to monitor and evaluate the impact of vector control interventions.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We have embarked on a very important path, the path of implementing integrated 

vector management parallel with fulfilment of the capacity needs of Member States for 

scaling up of vector control interventions to fight vector-borne diseases. WHO re-affirms, 

once again, its commitment to working closely with Member States and other partners to 

ensure that this goal is achieved.  

I wish you a pleasant stay in Amman and look forward to fruitful deliberations as you 

review the status, challenges and opportunities of implementing integrated vector 

management in countries of the Region during this meeting. 

Thank you. 

 


