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Distinguished participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of Dr Hussein A.Gezairy, Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, I warmly 

welcome you all to this meeting and I thank you for taking time out from your busy work 

schedules to attend this technical consultation on the validation of the measles elimination process 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

Our regional consultation is a response to the need to develop a standard protocol to ensure 

uniformity in the criteria that will be used to verify measles elimination in the Region. In 1997, all 

Member States of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region resolved to eliminate measles from the 

Region by 2010. In 1999, the Regional Office developed a five-year regional plan for measles 

elimination based on the WHO-UNICEF joint strategy for measles mortality reduction. Intensive 

vaccination campaigns, followed by the implementation of epidemiological and virological 

measles surveillance, were conducted in all countries. Since then, the initiative to eliminate 

measles from the Region has shown great progress toward the 2010 target. Between 2000 and 

2006, the number of confirmed measles cases reported in the Region fell from 45 000 to 23 303. 

Measles mortality decreased by 76% in 2006, compared with 2000.  

In 2006, the Regional Office and Member States selected criteria and indicators and set up 

targets to monitor measles elimination at country level. A process of measles elimination and an 

algorithm were defined and approved by the Member States at an intercountry meeting held in 

Cairo in December 2007. However, further steps in the validation of measles elimination need to 

be developed. The objective and the expected outcomes of this technical consultation are to 

discuss and come up with recommendations about the concepts, data and methodologies that will 
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be necessary for producing the documentation that will be required by an external and independent 

International Expert Committee. Such a Committee will analyse the documented evidence and 

determine whether each of the countries has stopped the transmission and endemic circulation of 

the measles virus and achieved the measles elimination goal. This technical consultation will also 

provide guidelines on the commitments that should be made by countries to maintain the 

interruption of endemic transmission in terms of sustaining vaccination coverage, and to ensure 

effective, high-quality epidemiological and virological surveillance.  

During this meeting, experts will share their experience on how to determine whether the data 

provided to verify measles elimination are complete, valid, representative and consistent among 

the different sources of information. This will provide guidelines on how to monitor and verify, 

country-by-country, the attainment of the regional measles elimination goal. Experts, particularly 

from the Region of the Americas which has made significant progress in the measles elimination 

verification process, will share with their colleagues information and lessons learned. The 

Regional Office team will provide participants with information on the current situation of measles 

in the Region, the strategies used and the status of their implementation. 

Your recommendations will be submitted for approval to the Regional Technical Advisory 

Group for measles at an intercountry meeting in November of this year, in Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates. I am sure that these recommendations will provide the basis for the development of 

guidelines for verification of the elimination of measles to be used at regional and country level as 

part of the process.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We are very much encouraged by the presence of experts and participants from the Regional 

Advisory Group, WHO headquarters, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the 

WHO Region of the Americas and from around the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Participants 

will have the chance to learn from the experience of the certification process polio eradication in 

the Region. The skills and expertise of the people in this room today represent a real opportunity 

and we hope you will use this consultation to map out the direction to take in the future towards 

the validation of measles elimination in the Region.  

We wish you success in this meeting and a productive sharing process during the next three days. 

Thank you. 


