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Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Regional Office for this 

important regional meeting on the Bloomberg Global Initiative to Reduce Tobacco Use. 

There are official objectives of this meeting that you all know of, however the real 

objective as I see it, is to celebrate the success of the Bloomberg Initiative in the Region 

so far, not only the success of timely completion of Bloomberg Global Initiative 

activities; but the success of changing positively the environment surrounding tobacco 

control in the Region. That change will remain forever. 

The Bloomberg Initiative donated 125 000 US dollars to tobacco control in 

selected priority countries. The funds, as you all know were dedicated to a set of priority 

policies in these countries. It was not surprising to me that the priorities of the Bloomberg 

Global Initiative were in line with WHO’s priorities in tobacco control and with the 

priorities of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. The Bloomberg message 

came clearly in support of what WHO has long said: we know what works in tobacco 

control, and we are going to do it. 

Clear tobacco health warnings, a total ban on advertising, a comprehensive 

surveillance system, provision of cessation services, and 100% tobacco-free public places 

comprise our message, not only to the Bloomberg Global Initiative priority countries but 
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to all Member States. Let me cite two examples of priority and non-priority countries: 

Egypt and Islamic Republic of Iran. Both countries have adopted this same set of 

policies; with differences, yes, but the concepts and the rational behind the policies are 

the same. This shows that while funds are important for the change required, political 

commitment is irreplaceable when it comes to issues of national importance, such as 

tobacco control. 

 

In celebrating the implementation of the Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control, and WHO and Bloomberg Global Initiative policies in the Region, I would like  

to recognize the efforts of our partners, partners who took on a bold role in investing in 

tobacco control education, training, survey development and implementation, advocacy 

campaigns and strengthening of civil society roles in tobacco control. I hope that the role 

of our partners will continue and expand, especially in light of the three regional centres 

established for tobacco control, and that our partnership will overcome any obstacles to 

reach solid, tangible and measurable results in tobacco control at national levels. 

 

Having said that, I also would like to acknowledge the remarkable role of 

governments in taking up tobacco control as a health priority. The Regional Office is 

committed to supporting all Member States in implementation of comprehensive tobacco 

control measures in light of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and the 

MPOWER policies.  In this regard, I would urge the two Bloomberg Global Initiative 

priority countries to speed up the developments already taking place at national level to 

control tobacco and to set an example to other Member States in the Region through swift 

and comprehensive adoption and implementation of the Bloomberg Global Initiative and 

MPOWER policies. This will also lead to fulfilment of their commitments to the 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  
 

Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

I do hope that this meeting will analyse and identify the challenges facing us as 

partners in implementing the Bloomberg Global Initiative, and that it will result in a road 

map for achieving all the planned priorities. Implementation of the Bloomberg Global 
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Initiative in the priority countries has been a great challenge and, at the same time, has 

generated great achievements, not only in priority countries. I am confident that this 

meeting will contribute to a better understanding of our future direction. I am also sure 

that this meeting will build alliances that will work hand-in-hand for even better 

coordination under the Bloomberg Initiative and beyond. 

 

I thank you all for being here today and wish you all a fruitful meeting and 

enjoyable stay in this great city during such a blessed season. 

 

Thank you. 

 


