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Your Excellencies, Honourable Members and Special Advisers to the Eastern 

Mediterranean Partnership to Stop TB and Dear Guests, Assalamu alekum and Good 

Morning 

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you on behalf of WHO to the first Meeting 

of the Coordinating Board of the Eastern Mediterranean Partnership to Stop TB after its 

launch here in Cairo in May of this year.   

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Tuberculosis has lately emerged as one of the major public health and development 

threats to the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Every year 110 000 precious human lives 

are lost to this completely preventable and curable disease. With launch of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Partnership to Stop TB, a platform for collaborative effort has been 

provided to step up the fight against this disease.  

The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean is pleased to host the 

provisional Secretariat of the Partnership and is committed to providing technical 

assistance to all partners in scaling up tuberculosis care in the Region. During the past 

quarter, the first since the establishment of the Partnership, the Secretariat has been 

steadily working to fulfil its mandate. Several awareness and information products about 
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the Partnership have been developed, support has been provided to partners to design and 

initiate activities and resources have been mobilized to initiate Partnership activities.  

I am pleased to note that partners have also been very supportive and enthusiastic in 

this initiative. Nongovernmental partners such as Rotary International have launched an 

exclusive tuberculosis task force in Egypt, country partners such as the national 

tuberculosis control progrmme in Afghanistan are planning to promote tuberculosis as a 

regional challenge through awareness raising, and committed individuals such as  

Mr Hasan Al Bunnia from the Iraqi business community are discussing with WHO and 

the Government of Iraq how best to assist Iraqi communities affected by tuberculosis. 

These are but a few examples; there are many others working hard to save lives and 

contribute meaningfully towards the fight against tuberculosis.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In order to make this Partnership successful and achieve its objectives, it is important 

that we keep moving ahead, encouraging more individuals and institutions to join, 

redoubling our efforts and converting our thinking into action. There is great potential in 

the Region to work more effectively through applying our collective wisdom. We are all 

pleased to know that Pakistan has made good progress and achieved the 70% case 

detection target, as have Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahirya and Morocco. Others will 

follow and slowly but surely, the Partnership will help millions of people live healthier 

lives.  

To achieve the dream of controlling tuberculosis in our Region and ensuring a secure 

and healthy future for our generations to come, we all have to believe in the promise of 

this Partnership, teamwork, a team of public and private sectors, civil society, business 

communities and patients in the Region, dedicated to put an end to the suffering caused 

by tuberculosis.  

I would like to thank you all for taking the time to attend this important gathering,  

and I wish you a very productive meeting.  

Thank you. 


