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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Allow me to take this opportunity to thank the Government of Sudan for agreeing to 

host and support this important regional initiative – the one-year Master of Science 

degree course in medical entomology and vector control. The roles of the Federal 

Ministry of Health and the administration of the University of Gezira at all levels have 

been instrumental. I thank them all for their tireless efforts. 

We have every reason to be pleased with the successful establishment of this 

important course. More than 70 applications were received to fill the 20 available spaces, 

and the applicants came from countries both inside and outside the WHO Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. The admission process was very competitive. As I congratulate 

the 20 successful candidates, allow me also to applaud the Vice Chancellor of the 

University of Gezira, Professor Ismail Hussein, for exercising flexibility in the admission 

process. He recognized that this was indeed a special international degree programme 

requested by Member States of the Region and that using national admission rules alone 

would have excluded good applicants with relevant working experience.  
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The course is our concerted response to the immense burden of vector-borne diseases 

in the world and in the Region. Vector-borne diseases such as malaria, leishmaniasis, 

dengue, Rift Valley fever, lymphatic filariasis and African sleeping sickness, among 

others, constitute a major public health problem globally. They are responsible for almost 

20% of the estimated global burden of all infectious diseases. Eleven per cent (11%) of 

the global burden of vector-borne diseases is contributed by countries in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region, where only 8% of the global population lives. This is also a 

region where slight changes in the ecology as a result of droughts, floods or agricultural 

land use can adversely affect the transmission dynamics of vector-borne diseases. It is not 

surprising therefore that the Region has witnessed a significant re-emergence of vector-

borne diseases in recent years.  

The course is also our joint response to the need to strengthen integrated vector 

management in the countries of the Region. During the 52nd Session of the Regional 

Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in 2005, Member States recognized the 

potential threat of emerging and re-emerging vector-borne diseases as well as their 

geographical and seasonal expansion. They also noted that there was a general weakness 

in national capacities to implement vector control in most countries of the Region. This 

was a result of inadequate national policies for vector control; allocation of insufficient 

resources; inappropriate institutional arrangements; and duplication of meagre resources 

among different sectors of health.  

The Regional Committee therefore adopted resolution EM/RC52/R.6, in which it 

endorsed integrated vector management as the strategy for the implementation of vector 

control in the Region. To implement integrated vector management nationally, the 

Committee also recognized the need to establish a regional Master’s degree programme 

in medical entomology and vector control. To sustain the course, Member States were 

requested to provide fellowships from their country budgets. 

Dear Colleagues, 

To get us to where we are today was a very lengthy process. In consultation 

with other leading regional and international institutions, a robust curriculum was 

developed for an MSc degree programme in medical entomology and vector control. The 
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curriculum includes a six-month field training component, a unique feature of this 

programme. In this respect, the choice of Sudan to host this course was not accidental. 

The partner institutions include: Pasteur Institute, Vector Research Unit, Tehran, Islamic 

Republic of Iran; London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London, United 

Kingdom; National Institute for Communicable Diseases, University of Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa; Vector  Biology Research and Training Centre, Ain Shams 

University, Cairo, Egypt; Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, Liverpool, United 

Kingdom; Istituto Superiori di Sanità, Rome, Italy; Institut de Recherche pour le 

Développement, France; Centre for Research in Entomology, Cotonou, Cotonou, Benin; 

and the National Malaria and Leishmaniasis Control Programme, Federal Ministry of 

Health, Khartoum, Sudan. Representatives from these institutions constitute an 

international steering committee to advise and coordinate the activities of this course. In 

this regard, the course is also a great success demonstrating our efforts to strengthen 

international and national partnerships for the implementation of integrated vector 

management.  

I am pleased to inform you that the same curriculum has successfully been adapted in 

Pakistan (hosted by Health Services Academy and Quaid-i-Azam University) and the 

Islamic Republic of Iran (hosted by Tehran University of Medical Sciences) for 

implementation in January 2009. With this progress, the Region should witness vector 

control units at all administrative levels of ministries of health being led by qualified staff 

with practical skills who are not only able to plan and implement vector control 

interventions in the context of integrated vector management, but who are also able to 

monitor and evaluate the impact of vector control interventions.  

Distinguished Guests and Dear Colleagues, 

Meeting international standards is very important for this training programme. In 

collaboration with the host institution, the University of Gezira, we have made provisions 

to support external facilitators, especially in those areas where local capacity is not 

available.  A total of 8 such facilitators have been identified. It is anticipated that after the 

first two years and after a thorough review, local facilitators will take full responsibility 
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for teaching and running the course. The World Health Organization re-affirms its 

commitment to ensuring that international standards are maintained. 

Parallel with the establishment of this important course, the Region has also made 

greater strides in implementing vector control in the context of integrated vector 

management. Allow me the opportunity to highlight some of these achievements as we 

launch this course today. Nine of the 12 countries of the Region endemic for vector-borne 

diseases are now implementing integrated vector management and have also established 

intersectoral coordination mechanisms under the leadership of ministries of health 

providing the leadership. Four of the 9 countries have also established integrated vector 

management units in the Ministry of Health to coordinate the implementation of vector 

control for all vector-borne diseases.  Moreover, a total of 17 million people now have 

access to long-lasting insecticidal-treated nets as part of scaling up access to this key 

intervention. It is projected that about 30 million people will have access to this 

intervention by the end of 2008.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Looking at the profile of the participants in this first course, we see that all 20 

participants are from disease vector control programmes. Two are from our sister African 

Region of WHO. The remaining 18 are from the Eastern Mediterranean Region, from 

countries that contribute to almost 70% of the regional burden due to vector-borne 

diseases. The expectation of your ministries of health is that you will obtain skills and 

knowledge during the course to be able to provide the needed national leadership in the 

planning, monitoring and evaluation of vector control strategies and interventions after 

the course. It is a formidable challenge and we hope that you will make use of this 

opportunity for your personal career development and for the benefit of your countries. 

The University of Gezira and the Blue Nile National Institute of Communicable Diseases, 

where the course will be based, have done everything possible to make sure that your stay 

here is comfortable, and we thank them. 

We have embarked on a very important path, the path of fulfilling the capacity needs 

of Member States for well trained entomologists and vector control experts to fight 

vector-borne diseases. WHO re-affirms, once again, its commitment to working closely 
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with the Government of Sudan through the Ministry of Health, the University of Gezira 

as well as our regional and international partners to ensure that this goal is achieved. We 

look forward to the day when vector-borne diseases will be history in our Region, and in 

the world at large. I thank you all for being part of this dream. 

Thank you. 

 
 

 


