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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Global Youth Tobacco Survey Training and 

Analysis Workshop.  

I am very pleased to announce that today we celebrate the eighth year of Global Tobacco 

Surveillance System (GTSS) implementation in the Region. We also celebrate introduction of a 

new survey instrument to the surveillance system, the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS), 

which is now in the pilot implementation phase in both Egypt and Pakistan. We sincerely hope 

that following the experience in these two countries, it will be extended to other countries. It is a 

source of immense strength that the GTSS now has four surveys: the Global Youth Tobacco 

Survey (GYTS), the Global Health Professional Student Survey (GHPSS), the Global School 

Personnel Survey (GSPS) and the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS). 

The starting point for the GTSS in the Eastern Mediterranean Region was Jordan in 1999. 

Now, many of Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region are in the third round of 

implementing the GYTS, while the other components of the GTSS are moving forward. This 

success would have not been possible without the firm commitment of national and international 

partners involved in implementing the various surveys covered by the GTSS.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The need for a comprehensive surveillance system was highlighted in 1999 in the Regional 

Committee plan of action for tobacco control, and later in article (20) of the Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control. Our studies indicate that tobacco-related deaths will 

dramatically increase to reach more than 8 million deaths every year by 2030, and that 80% of 

these deaths will occur in developing countries. The availability of such data confirm the 

importance of the surveillance system that we have in place now.  

The GTSS is a tool for better planning in tobacco control. However, the full potential of the 

system has not yet been realized. Only two countries, Jordan and United Arab Emirates, have 

used the GTSS results effectively, to implement relevant programmes at national level. I hope 

that the continuity of this system will encourage more countries to move from the data phase to 

the action phase. Let me give you one example. According to the survey results, up to 17% of 

13–15 year-olds in some Member States want to initiate tobacco use within a year. This sentence 

reflects an indicator and a motive. The indicator is that plans are not reaching their target, and the 

motive is to move fast in the prevention direction. At this juncture, action is lagging behind the 

evidence being produced. Ideally all action should be based on the results of the GTSS. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

This year WHO and its partners released the WHO Report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic, 

2008––The MPOWER package. The package calls upon Member States, whether parties to the 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control or not, to adopt six basic policies that will lead to 

success in tobacco control if adopted comprehensively and implemented jointly. The results 

generated from the GTSS have long been recognized as an excellent tool to monitor the 

implementation of the Framework Convetion at the national level. Now the system should also be 

used to monitor how implementation of the MPOWER package is affecting the attitude, 

knowledge, opportunities and policies related to youth and tobacco.   

It is believed that the GTSS will be a meaningful tool to measure the impact of the six 

MPOWER policies on youth; how frequently data is being collected on youth; the effect of health 

warnings on youth attitudes and knowledge; the quality of and to what extent cessation services 

are available to youth; how affordable tobacco products are to young people; whether or not 
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youth are exposed to direct and indirect tobacco advertising; and to what extent they are exposed 

to second-hand smoke. All these elements of measurement are already included in the different 

surveys under the GTSS. The data is therefore available to be used by decision-makers and by 

tobacco advocates to better enforce and better develop existing policies and services in this 

regard. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me wish you all a successful training, and I hope that next year we will have more results 

to share with you from the GTSS, including its new component the GATS. I would like to 

sincerely thank the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, our long-standing 

partner, in what has been a very successful partnership, for their efforts and devotion to making 

this a reality and a success story.  

Thank you all. 

 

 


