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Your Excellency Mr Hamid Mohammed Obeid Al Kattami, Minister of Health of the United 

Arab Emirates, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is with pleasure that I address this gathering for World Blood Donor Day 2008. We are 

honoured to have the Fifth World Blood Donor Day celebrated in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region of WHO. Let me first express my deep thanks and appreciation to the Government of 

the United Arab Emirates for hosting this important world event. I would also like to 

commend the Emirates on the high standard reached in the area of blood transfusion and the 

advanced system of blood donation which compares favourably with that in the industrialized 

countries. 

Voluntary, non-remunerated blood donors are the lifeblood of a community and are 

considered to be the source of the safest blood and blood derivatives for patients. Their 

donation is an altruistic gift and NOT a marketable commodity. This places them in a unique 

position, demanding special respect and care; it also places a responsibility on all involved in 

public health care to treat voluntary blood donors as VIPs.  It was with this in mind that 

World Blood Donor Day was established––to celebrate and thank voluntary blood donors for 

their Gift of Life, to support them in their role as ambassadors of goodwill, and to highlight 

their role in helping to ensure equitable access to safe blood and blood derivatives for 

transfusion. 

 

 

 

 



 2

The designation of this special day has the support of all major stakeholders in blood 

transfusion medicine and blood transfusion services, including the World Health Organization 

(WHO), the International Society of Blood Transfusion (ISBT), the International Federation 

of Blood Donor Organizations (FIODS) and the International Federation of Red Cross and 

Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 

Trust and public confidence are crucial to a successful national blood programme.  Only 

through the provision of a quality blood service will the public support the service with 

regular blood donations. World Blood Donor Day is therefore a reminder to us all of the 

importance of blood safety, in order to enable blood programmes to carry out their 

responsibilities. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We know that many developing countries have struggling and under-funded health 

services, but we also know from experience that it is not unrealistic to expect basic quality 

control in every blood service.  Increasingly this means the provision of a service where 

appropriate care is taken of the voluntary donor. We also know that the attitude and welcome 

of the blood bank staff could set the stage for a positive encounter and increase the likelihood 

of a one-time donor becoming a regular donor.  

With the increased incidence and prevalence of HIV/AIDS, Member States of the Region 

are starting to be more conscious of the importance of safe blood transfusion.  Drug abuse and 

injection safety are high on the political agenda at the moment. Sharps used in unsafe settings, 

such as circumcision performed outside health facilities, are starting to fade away. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Blood and blood derivatives cannot be guaranteed to be 100% safe, under any 

circumstances, due to the prolonged incubation periods of infectious diseases such as hepatitis 

B and C and HIV/AIDS, of emerging infections such as variant Creuzfeldt-Jakob disease and 

of other infectious prions.  Both in developing countries and the industrialized world, 

transmission of serious infections through blood can and does occur via a number of routes, 

including through transfusion, injections, unsafe dental practice, endoscopy and other 

procedures and unsafe circumcision, even after viral inactivation procedures.  Family and 

replacement donors are not a solution, since a family member may be carrying infectious 

disease, unknown to the family and to the replacement donor himself.  This is the reason why 
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safe blood can only be guaranteed from regular safe donors, like our donors here today, who 

have decided to make it their obligation to provide those in need with safe blood for 

transfusion. 

In the developing world, the need for safe blood is immense; developing countries have 

higher rates of maternal and neonatal mortality, and noncommunicable diseases, including 

neoplasia, are increasing.  Therefore, the supply of safe blood also needs to be sustainable, 

with safe donors donating regularly, again and again.  Moreover, in a properly functional 

blood transfusion system repeat donors who have rare blood groups usually have their contact 

details registered with the blood transfusion service, so that they can be contacted 

immediately when necessary. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Allow me to draw your attention to the Club 25 initiative, which originally started in 

Zimbabwe and is now being promoted in South Africa as well as many other countries. Club 

25 recruits healthy youth who pledge to make 25 blood donations in their lifetime. Club 25 

nourishes them socially and medically to grow to be healthy members of society, resulting in 

a win–win situation for both blood donors and recipients.  These youth also have a role in 

recruiting and convincing other young people to follow the same path. The theme chosen for 

World Blood Donor Day 2008 Giving Blood Regularly, addresses the need for volunteer 

blood donors to commit to donating regularly and over the long term. 

In our region we also have many nongovernmental organizations for youth that have a 

similar role to that of Club 25.  Let us also not forget that voluntary non-remunerated blood 

donation benefits blood transfusion services in many other ways.  Healthy donors save blood 

bags from being wasted, when transfusion transmissible infections are detected, and they save 

reagents used in the process.  But most importantly, healthy donors save human lives by 

offering their safe blood. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Through the theme Giving Blood Regularly we hope to share ideas and experiences on 

how to invest in our youngsters and their nongovernmental organizations to carry them 

beyond safe blood donation to safe healthy lifestyles and solidarity among themselves, with a 

real sense of belonging to the community at large.  We also hope that our youth will help us 
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promote disease prevention as a result of their increased knowledge and their activities as role 

models. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I welcome you again to the Eastern Mediterranean Region of the World Health 

Organization.  I see that besides your active participation, the programme includes a variety of 

technical and social activities. 

We thank everyone who is sharing in this event with us today, especially those who made 

the trip here to celebrate with us. We thank the UN Goodwill Ambassadors and we thank the 

media personnel who are trying to bring this important issue to the eyes and ears of the world, 

alerting them to come again and give needy mothers, neonates and the sick, the gift of life. 

Once again we also thank the regular blood donors and the nongovernmental 

organizations for youth who support giving blood regularly. 

Thank you and may God bless you all. 

 


