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Your Excellency, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome His Excellency Dr Hatem El-Gabaly, Minister of Health, 

Egypt, to the first WHO Eastern Mediterranean regional technical meeting on the global 

patient safety challenge: Clean Care is Safer Care. It is, indeed, a great privilege for us all to 

witness the commitment and dedication of the highest health authority in Egypt to the cause 

of safe and clean health care delivery. This is yet another step in our continuing joint efforts as 

WHO and Member States to enhance the credibility of our health care systems towards the 

ultimate goal of achieving safe health care for our patients. 

In the past few years, WHO has made patient safety one of its top priorities. This is not 

surprising since several studies clearly demonstrate that health care delivery inherently 

contains the potential for a breach of patient safety. Studies in industrialized countries have 

demonstrated that an estimated 10% of all inpatient admissions result in some form of patient 

harm. Health care-associated infections comprise a significant source of such harm. Studies 

show that between 5% and 10% of patients admitted to modern hospitals in industrialized 

countries acquire one or more infections and that the risk is 2 to 20 times higher in developing 

than in industrialized countries.  
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 In 2005, the World Alliance for Patient Safety launched a challenge to address this 

issue with focus on spreading worldwide awareness of the importance of clean health care and 

developing technical tools, and offering national, regional and global training and technical 

support for the implementation of such tools. Among the most important messages delivered 

through this important global movement is that one of the most effective ways to combat 

health care-associated infections is also one of the simplest: hand hygiene. The Alliance has 

provided many advocacy and technical tools to support Member States in the area of hand 

hygiene.  

Egypt is now one of ten countries from the Eastern Mediterranean Region that have 

pledged to address the important issue of health care-associated infections by endorsing the 

global patient safety challenge: Clean Care is Safer Care. This is a clear indication of Your 

Excellency’s commitment and is consistent with your efforts to promote patient safety. Egypt 

is to be congratulated on the dedication of its leadership. We hope that this will be a big step 

forward along the path of achieving safe health care in Egypt, and in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. 

Thank you. 


