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Dear Colleagues, 

It is a great pleasure for the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to host 

the 14th meeting of the Regional Working Group on the GAVI Alliance. I would like to 

welcome our colleagues from WHO headquarters and country offices, UNICEF regional and 

country offices, the GAVI Alliance Secretariat and the World Bank. I take this opportunity to 

especially welcome the country delegations comprising representatives from immunization 

and health systems departments of the countries receiving GAVI support in the Region. With 

the role of the GAVI Alliance expanding beyond immunization, it is a pleasure to note the 

participation of country colleagues from the health sector as a whole. This will surely provide 

a unique forum for deliberations today, with the ultimate objective of improving the health 

status of all the population.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This is the 14th meeting of the Regional Working group. The Group has met regularly 

and played a pivotal role in facilitating the utilization by countries of the support available 

from the GAVI Alliance. As you are all aware the initial phase of that support focused on 

immunization only. During this phase six countries of the Region, represented in this room, 

benefited from the support for strengthening of immunization services. We were also 
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successful in introducing hepatitis B vaccine in five out of the six countries. While we are still 

making efforts to improve routine immunization coverage in Somalia in order to bring the 

DPT3 coverage to a level where it will become eligible for hepatitis B support, I would also 

like to request the GAVI Alliance to further relax the eligibility criteria for countries in 

complex emergency situations, such as Somalia. 

It is heartening to note the progress made by the countries in the Region in increasing 

immunization coverage. As you already know, the highest ever regional DPT3 coverage of 

87% was reached in 2006. Although this is an opportunity to congratulate the country teams 

and the partners which work closely with them, we need to make extra efforts to reach the 

children who have not yet been reached and to achieve the fourth Millennium Development 

Goal.  

Dear Colleagues, 

You will appreciate the vision of the Alliance and its partners, whereby, after providing 

an opportunity to countries to strengthen their immunization programmes, the opportunity to 

introduce the next generation of vaccines has also been provided. I am pleased to note that 

countries in the Region eligible for support have been active in making use of it. Many of 

them have switched from monovalent hepatitis B vaccine to the combinations. Similarly, five 

of the remaining six eligible countries have either introduced Hib vaccine or will be 

introducing it in the near future. The development does not stop here. Many of these countries 

are now in the process of applying for support to introduce the pneumococcal and rotavirus 

vaccines. I am thankful to the GAVI Alliance for this support, which will have direct effect in 

reducing childhood mortality. I take this opportunity to request our country colleagues 

participating in today’s meeting to make the best use of this support, and to ensure provision 

of immunization services with all the available vaccines to all children. Vaccination is the 

right of every child.  

It has been recognized that a robust immunization programme cannot work without the 

support of fully functioning health systems as a horizontal platform for all health 

programmes. In other words, no health programme can work in isolation. The role of health 

systems as a whole is of paramount importance, to increase and sustain immunization 
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coverage and achieve the Millennium Development Goals. It is a pleasure to note that 

countries are now working on strengthening of this area as well, and are being encouraged to 

use the GAVI Health System Strengthening funding to target the barriers and impediments. 

The GAVI window to provide support for health system strengthening, which includes 

support for civil society organizations, is a very welcome addition to the ever increasing 

GAVI support opportunities.  

Dear country Colleagues, 

During this meeting we will be hearing from you, the progress you have made in 

making use of the different types of support available from the GAVI Alliance, the challenges 

you face in reaching the targets set, and your plans to address these challenges. I want to 

assure you that all your partners in development are with you in providing any assistance we 

can, to help you in achieving the targets. I therefore suggest that in your country 

presentations, you be very clear in expressing your views and needs and be open to discuss 

any issues you wish to raise, for together we form one force. 

We will also be hearing from colleagues from the WHO Regional Office and 

headquarters, and the GAVI Alliance Secretariat will update you on areas related to support 

and developments pertaining to the Alliance. I hope my country colleagues will make the 

most of this opportunity for detailed discussion and clarification.  

At the end we will discuss with the country colleagues how the forum of the regional 

working group on the GAVI Alliance, with its coordination role, can further assist them. The 

importance of working together as one team and of well planned and well coordinated regular 

country support visits cannot be underestimated. The input of all the delegates to this 

discussion will be highly appreciated. 

Once again I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to all of 

you for your efforts and for participating in this meeting and to wish you a very successful 

outcome. 

Thank you. 


