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Distinguished representatives of the WHO Member States, Dear Colleagues, Participants, Ladies 

and Gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure for me to express my views to this august gathering of ministers of health, 

health researchers, scholars, policy-makers, development partners and users of research from the 

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region and other parts of the world. 

I would like to extend congratulations to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

particularly the Ministry of Health and Medical Education and for hosting this Preparatory 

Meeting for the 2008 Global Ministerial Forum on Research for Health, due to take place in 

November 2008 in Bamako, Mali. As you are all aware, the Bamako Forum will be co-organized 

by many partners, including the World Health Organization, and aims to bring together hundreds 

of stakeholders, including ministers of health, science and technology, and social development; 

researchers; civil society organizations; national research councils; donor agencies; philanthropic 

foundations; and representatives of the private sector. This preparatory meeting is one of the first 

in a consultation process being conducted worldwide in preparation for the Bamako Forum. This 

meeting will help us to develop a regional perspective on health research, with a view to both 

achieving the targets of the Millennium Development Goals and advocating the health research 
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issues of importance to the Region in the forthcoming Forum. In addition, the proceedings and 

findings of this meeting will provide guidelines for other forthcoming consultations. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

You will recall that the major theme of the discussions during the Mexico Ministerial 

Summit on Health Research in 2004 was the need to bridge the gap between what is known about 

how to improve performance of health systems and what is actually done to change policy and 

practice – the ‘know–do’ gap. The Bamako 2008 conference aims to review progress since 

Mexico, to tackle current challenges and to place health research within the wider context of 

research for development. The Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly affirmed its support for the 

Mexico Ministerial Summit Statement, and called upon all relevant stakeholders (and WHO) to 

take all necessary steps and follow up on the recommendations of the Mexico Ministerial 

Summit. The Regional Office held a regional consultation to follow up on the Summit in 2005. 

Senior health researchers, scientists, policy-makers, public health specialists, health academia and 

nongovernmental organizations from the Region reviewed the summit recommendations and 

Health Assembly resolution in order to determine how best operational research can be integrated 

into the policy development process. Implementation of the recommendations of the consultation 

and other such policy meetings has shown that the momentum for strengthening research in 

developing countries has been growing but that the overall contribution of developing countries 

to health research on a global scale remains negligible.  

One of the main reasons for the slow pace and impact of health research in developing 

countries is the lack of a sustainable basis for needs-driven, essential research and development 

relevant to diseases that disproportionately affect those countries. Despite the huge sums spent on 

scientific research by the developed world each year, the most important scientific problems that 

remain to be solved are precisely those which are related to human health and disease. Recent 

advances in biomedical science have provided tremendous opportunities to develop new, 

affordable health products and remedies, and in particular to meet public health needs. These 

opportunities have not yet been harnessed effectively in developing countries. These are not 

merely challenges for the clinician, the population health researcher, or the health systems 

researcher in the developing countries. These crucial challenges truly involve all of us here today. 

We must consider together how to form creative partnerships to tackle pressing regional and 

global health problems, how to harness science for the public good, how to engage society as full 
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and equal partners, and how to reduce––eliminate even––the disparities between those who have 

access to the new science and those who do not.  

We, in our Region, are faced with threats from the spread of diseases such as malaria, 

tuberculosis, HIV and avian influenza––threats caused by poor access to comprehensive 

prevention, care and treatment. Therefore, strengthening health systems’ capacity to detect, 

monitor and mitigate the spread of communicable diseases is paramount. Currently, 47% of the 

Region’s burden of disease is due to noncommunicable diseases and it is expected that this will 

rise to 60% by the year 2020. The growing prevalence of noncommunicable diseases, particularly 

due to increases in tobacco use, obesity, lack of physical activity and cardiovascular diseases, 

warns us that failure to respond to the situation could bring grave consequences. This situation is 

compounded by natural and manmade disasters in the Region.  

At the regional level a major strategic objective that we intend to pursue is to strengthen 

and formalize our collaboration and cooperation with counterparts in other regions. I am 

confident that such relationships will prove to be mutually beneficial to our regional health 

researchers, as well as stakeholders in the government, the public health care establishments and 

the health industry. To improve health research capacity in the Region we must forge strong 

professional linkages with the best in the world, and that research must be benchmarked with 

international best practices whenever available and possible.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I sincerely hope that the participants in this meeting will, together, mutually identify the 

key domains for health research in the participating countries and develop strategic points to 

address these issues, for presenting and advocating in the Bamako Forum in 2008. I am, once 

again, grateful to the organizers of the Preparatory Meeting for providing me with an opportunity 

to express my views about the regional and associated global health challenges.  

Thank you. 

 

 


