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Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Allow me first to congratulate the organizers of this important conference on 

“Better health care: bridging the know-do gap”, which I regret being unable to attend in 

person. It is my pleasure to send this short message to the conference on WHO 

experience in Leadership Development as one of the main strategies to bridge the know–

do gap and achieve the objective of better health care.  

In 1998, Member States of WHO recommitted themselves in a declaration by the 

World Health Assembly to strengthening, adapting and reforming, as appropriate, their 

health system, including essential public health functions and services, in order to ensure 

universal access to health services that are based on scientific evidence, are of good 

quality and within affordable limits, and that are sustainable for the future. 
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To achieve this objective, a strong and vital health workforce is required. These 

health professionals should be prepared to be more responsive to the health needs of the 

population. WHO has therefore emphasized that health education should be practice- and 

community-based, problem-solving and patient-focused education. Health education 

programmes should aim to develop health professionals that are effective leaders and 

managers, in addition to being highly competent, with a combination of technical 

knowledge, skills and behaviours. Health professionals should participate effectively in 

health policy development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation. 

The World Health Organization’s Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 

has recognized the importance of developing future leaders in the health sector to bridge 

the know–do gap and established the Regional Leadership Development Programme. The 

main objectives of the programme are to: 

• identify population health needs and plan to collect, organize and analyse relevant 

data at national, regional and international levels and utilize these data to revise and 

formulate policies and strategies towards preparing, implementing and monitoring 

programmes in support of national health development and the goal of Health For 

All;  

• build capacity to manage effectively the health programmes through empowerment 

and participation of communities, other sectors and the international health 

community and to then evaluate the progress of these programmes and ensure quality 

management and services provision. 

The programme started in 1989 and is being implemented in three languages, 

Arabic, English and French. Recently the programme was conducted by e-learning 

modules at the High Institute of Public Health in Alexandria. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased that you have chosen as the title of your conference “Better health 

care: bridging the know–do gap”. This clearly shows that you recognize the need to 

reform medical education in our countries to respond to the national and global 

challenges. Medical graduates should be provided with appropriate knowledge and 
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technological tools to practice the outcome of science and technology aiming at better 

health practices. This includes appropriate technology, ethical practices and cost-effective 

health interventions. Our graduates should not only focus on treating patients; they 

should also be involved in health promotion, disease prevention and other public health 

programmes. 

Medical education should be closely linked to health services at country levels. I 

would therefore propose the establishment of a national high level committee of Medical 

Schools and the Ministry of Health to coordinate this issue effectively. Through such 

coordination, medical education will contribute to the achievement of better health care 

in Kuwait. 

 I wish your conference all success. Thank you. 

 


