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Your Royal Highness, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all on this notable occasion––the 11th meeting 

of the CEHA Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). I wish to extend my deepest appreciation and 

thanks to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and its Ministry of Health for hosting the Centre in 

Amman and to the Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations 

(AGFUND) for providing continuous financial support in the past biennia. The substantial 

financial support provided also by the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(ISESCO), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Islamic Development Bank (IDB), 

and Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD) to CEHA for meeting the 

environmental health challenges in the Region is acknowledged and greatly appreciated. 

Your Excellencies, 

The countries of WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region face a mix of traditional and 

modern environmental burdens. The people of the Region, especially those in the least developed 

countries of the Region, are affected by diseases associated with bacteriological contamination of 

water, absence of sanitation facilities, breeding of disease-carrying vectors, as well as respiratory 

conditions due to indoor air pollution. For example, in 2002, out of 503 million inhabitants of the 

Region, about 86 million were without access to an improved water source and 191 million had no 
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access to improved sanitation.  It is very likely that a number of Member States will not be able to 

achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) related to water supply and sanitation unless 

bold policies and actions are implemented to that end. At the same time the populations in the 

Region are also exposed to environmental threats and hazards due to untreated wastes, air 

pollution, toxic chemicals (such as pesticide residues), deforestation, desertification and a host of 

other types of environmental degradation. Lack of access to reliable and relevant environmental 

health information for decision-making is very clear in most of the countries of the Region.  There 

is an urgent need to promote and strengthen multi-disciplinary collaborative approaches involving 

various sectors/ministries to ensure strong coordination and collaboration. 

Natural and manmade emergencies and disasters have increased in the Region the past two 

decades, leaving populations under threat of serious immediate and long term environmental health 

risks which magnify the damaging impact of such disasters.  Unfortunately, most of the affected 

countries are not yet prepared to respond to the demands for water supply, sanitation and other 

environmental health services that are needed during and after disasters. As a result of support 

from the Emergency and Humanitarian Assistance (EHA) Programme in the Regional Office, 

CEHA now has a dedicated full-time professional to deal with the environmental health aspects of 

emergencies. Efforts are under way to support countries of the Region to develop their national 

environmental health preparedness plans for emergencies.  Also, a regional network of well trained 

sanitarians and other environmental health specialists, specialized in emergency preparedness and 

response is being established, to help countries in meeting their challenges.  

 Given the limited human and financial resources available, CEHA, during its 22 years of 

existence as the technical arm and information exchange unit of the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean environmental health programme, has played a key and crucial role in reducing the 

burden of environmental risks to health and improving quality of life, through providing technical 

support to strengthen national capacities and programmes in the Region. CEHA collaboration and 

services been enormously cost-effective. Financial analysis shows that CEHA received a total of 

19 million US dollars in the past 22 years from WHO and raised 13 million US dollars from 

external sources, i.e. donors, for providing technical assistance and services to Member States of 

the Region. If these services had been provided by other competent organizations, such as the 

World Bank, USAID or the private sector, there is evidence that they would have cost countries 

considerably (i.e. 4–5 times) more. 



 3

The reduction in the availability of WHO’s regular budget to CEHA has in the past posed 

an enormous challenge to CEHA, and will continue to do so in the future. However, the Centre 

took the lead, with full support from the Regional Office, in developing collaboration with external 

funding agencies and has been successful in raising funds for its activities in Member States. The 

Regional Office in Cairo will continue to provide adequate resources in terms of funding and staff 

to maintain its minimum core functions and operations for meeting the mounting environmental 

concerns and challenges of our Region.  

CEHA’s plan for 2008/2009 is very much in-line with WHO’s strategic objective no.8 to 

“Promote a healthier environment, intensify primary prevention and influence public policies in all 

sectors so as to address the root causes of environmental threats to health.” It addresses challenges 

and issues, as well as providing technical support and guidance on emerging environmental health 

issues such as climate change, and promoting strategic approaches, suitable to the Region.  There 

has been increased focus in the current biennium on carrying out “pilot” studies (e.g. Lebanon, 

Pakistan, Yemen and Sudan) for demonstrating the feasibility of community-based initiatives in 

solving environmental health issues, e.g. solid waste, health care waste, healthy schools, and 

improving quality of life.  More pilot studies are planned in CEHA’s work plan for 2008/2009 for 

promoting appropriate approaches and generating evidence-based information for establishing the 

close link between environment and health. 

At this stage, I would like to invite, indeed urge, all Member States and UN agencies, 

international organizations and donors, bilateral and multilateral, within and outside the Region, to 

join hands with CEHA to meet the environmental health challenges, to promote environmental 

health and to strengthen national capabilities and programmes in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

to create a more sustainable and healthy environment. 

Allow, me, finally, to express my great thanks and appreciation to all of you for being here 

today. I look forward to receiving your valuable suggestions/recommendations. 

God bless you. 


