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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the fifth meeting of the Regional Technical 

Advisory group for Poliomyelitis Eradication. I wish to express my gratitude to the government 

of Oman for hosting the meeting and extending all the necessary support, and to His Excellency 

Ali Jaafar, Adviser on Health Affairs, representing H.E. the Minister of Health, for his presence 

with us. I wish to extend a warm welcome and express appreciation to the TAG members for 

sparing the time from their busy schedules to attend this meeting and for their valuable guidance 

on polio eradication activities in the Region. I wish also to welcome representatives of the polio 

partner agencies, namely UNICEF, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

Atlanta, Rotary International and USAID, as well as colleagues from WHO headquarters and 

field staff. 

Dear Colleagues,  

A lot of progress has occurred in polio eradication in our region during the past year. The 

outbreaks of polio that followed importation of wild virus have receded in all re-infected 

countries except Somalia, where transmission is still ongoing though in confined areas. In the two 
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remaining endemic countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan, there is evidence of reduction in virus 

transmission although there was an increase in the number of cases reported from both countries 

in 2006 compared to 2005. In Afghanistan, no cases were reported between 28 November 2006 

and 11 April 2007, since when a case has been reported in a family that has persistently refused 

immunization for its children. In Pakistan, 7 cases have been reported so far in 2007. High level 

delegations from both countries attended the stakeholders, consultation that took place in Geneva 

last February and renewed their commitment to the eradication goal. Eradication activities are 

being further intensified in both countries with special emphasis on the remaining foci of 

circulation in difficult-to-access or conservative communities.  

I have just returned a few days ago from a joint visit with the WHO Director-General to 

Afghanistan and Pakistan related to polio eradication. During our visit, we felt the very strong 

commitment and priority given to polio eradication by both countries. 

Dear Colleagues,  

I am sure you agree that the risk of importation of poliovirus will continue as long as the 

virus is circulating in any reservoir anywhere in the world. We have learned a lot from the 

lessons of importations and outbreaks that occurred in the region during the past three years. We 

are closely monitoring population immunity in countries at risk and many of them have 

implemented some supplementary immunization activities, including Sudan, Djibouti and 

Yemen. However, obtaining the external financial resources needed for these campaigns is a 

major challenge.  

The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean continues to give special 

attention to the quality of AFP surveillance in all the countries and are emphasizing the need to 

maintain international standards at least until global certification is achieved. At the same time, 

all polio-free countries have prepared, and are requested to test, their plans for preparedness and 

response to poliovirus importation. This has also been made one of the prerequisites of 

submission of National Certification Documents to the RCC. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

During your meeting you will have a chance to discuss several subjects not only regarding 

progress towards eradication or preparedness for importation but also “end-game” issues, 

including routine immunization options, containment and certification activities.  

As usual we look forward to your guidance and strategic directions to the regional 

programme at this very critical stage, in order to reach our long awaited goal of polio eradication 

in the very near future. 

Once again, I thank you all for your great efforts and wish you a fruitful meeting with 

constructive deliberations and recommendations.  

It remains for me to wish you a pleasant stay in Muscat.  


