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Your Excellency Dr Maher Al Hossamy,HMinister of Health 

Your excellencies 

Colleagues and friends 

It gives me great pleasure to be with you today for the occasion of inaugurating the 

Ministry of Health Central Medical Library. The effort made by the Ministry of Health 

for the development, maintenance and support of medical libraries in the Syrian Arab 

Republic in general and this library in particular is a recognition by His Excellency the 

Minister and his team of the value and role of libraries in supporting health care services 

and medical education. Allow me to congratulate you and your team for a great vision 

and a job well done. 

The medical library in this context represents the realm of health and biomedical 

knowledge, which is a core component of any health care system. Health, being a 

knowledge-intensive domain, requires strong knowledge systems, institutions and assets. 

These assets are diversified, ranging from paper-based collections, to multimedia to 

online resources and virtual realities. The medical library has evolved rapidly to respond 

to the needs of the health care sector and the new generation of health care professionals. 

The need to access the right information at the right time by the right user has become the 
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library’s biggest drive and even its justification of existence. The modern medical library 

is not limited to the physical space that it occupies or to the materials it hosts. It has 

become the centre of health knowledge. It has become less concerned with availability of 

health information and more concerned with accessibility to health knowledge.  

Electronic publishing is a means of disseminatng of information through an 

electronic medium, for example on CD-ROM, multimedia or via the internet which has 

greatly influenced the role and function of the medical library. I am glad to note on this 

occasion that you have not fallen into the trap of believing that the Internet and online 

access have replaced the library. Opening this library today shows the wisdom of those 

who are in charge of it and who have recognized that the internet, with all its rich 

resources, complements the library as an enabler for access to health knowledge. The 

internet will never replace the library. In fact the internet is converting itself into a global 

library. 

There is great potential on the web, and particularly for medical libraries in the 

developing countries, for online journals, accessed through the internet. The technology 

now allows health science publishers, if they choose, to offer free or discounted access to 

information-poor countries that would not otherwise subscribe. This is the kind of service 

WHO provides through its HINARI project (Health InterNetwork Access to Research 

Initiative) by which free access is provided to some countries to over 3500 medical 

journals, while another group of countries has to pay a very reduced price. The Syrian 

Arab Republic is one of the countries that have benefited from this project. I am glad to 

say that WHO has negotiated with the publishers to extend the project to 2015. I am, 

however, disappointed by the fact that health and medical researchers in the Syrian Arab 

Republic have not made full use of this initiative. I call upon all health care and medical 

education professionals to use this library as a means to access and utilize HINARI.  

For medical libraries, health information on the internet has a number of 

implications that I would like to share with you and would like those in charge of the 

library and those who use it to consider: 
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1. The quality and range of services offered by the library have gone beyond local 

collections to become global. Make your library a hub for the global body of 

health knowledge. 

2. The information and communication technology infrastructure enables medical 

libraries to be more efficient and very versatile. Use appropriate information and 

communication technology to reach distant resources and to outreach to users. 

3. The role of the medical librarian has changed and made him or her a part of the 

health care team. Ensure that the quality of your staff, their profiles, their training 

needs, numbers, distribution and relations with users can meet these challenges; 

4. Today, we celebrate the inauguration of this library. Tomorrow, make this library 

and other branch libraries sustainable through collaboration and resourcing. 

5. The need to access health knowledge is not bound by day or night. Make your 

library accessible 24 hours, from hospitals, health care centres, homes, offices and 

classrooms. 

6. The medical library is no longer a stand alone entity. Make your library a part of a 

regional and global network in which it has access to other resources, while its 

resources are made available to others. This will expand the scope of the medical 

library to become a global resource. 

7. The behaviour of users in seeking health information has changed. People may 

not even consult the medical library or the librarian to find information. This has 

meant a new and different role of the medical library in quality control, training, 

awareness creation, access to resources through licensing and of course 

participation in clinical services through providing evidence-based medicine. Be 

prepared for the change in role and responsibility. 

The Regional Office and its staff are committed to providing assistance and support 

to sustain this library and developing other satellite libraries in hospitals and primary 

health care centres. We look forward to working together to develop the national strategy 

for knowledge management in support of public health. This strategy will put into 

perspective this library and the many other ideas, initiatives, projects and activities which 
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support the national health system. I look forward to the day when the Syrian Arab 

Republic will announce the establishment of its National Library of Medicine. 

 


