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The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean together with the 

UNICEF/UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in 

Tropical Diseases (TDR) are jointly supporting the Small Grants Scheme (SGS) for 

operational research in tropical and other communicable diseases. The scheme, which had 

initially focused on tropical diseases since its inception in 1992, was expanded to include 

other communicable diseases in 2002. It aims to identify needs and problems, and to devise 

solutions related to the prevention and control of communicable diseases. It also seeks to 

strengthen health research capacity in the Eastern Mediterranean Region by providing the 

necessary tools to enable countries to identify their national health problems and devise 

solutions for communicable disease control. 

The number of proposals submitted and accepted has grown constantly over the years, 

and especially in 2002 following expansion of the scheme to include all communicable 

diseases relevant to the Region. Administration of the scheme has involved coordinating 

research activities across the Division of Communicable Diseases, starting with translation of 

the many disease control challenges into research priorities and ending with communication 

of the research results through publication, by both traditional means and electronic means 

with the posting of the final reports series on the EMRO website (www.emro.who.int/tdr). 

The fifteenth round of the Small Grants Scheme started with a call for applications in 

January 2007. The latter was advertised by the WHO Regional Office of the Eastern 

Mediterranean (WHO/EMRO) through letters sent to WHO Representatives, ministries of 

health, health research institutions and individual researchers who had applied in earlier 
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rounds. The call for applications was also posted on the Regional Office website, including 

the main web page and Tropical Disease Research, AIDS and sexually transmitted disease, 

Roll Back Malaria and Stop Tuberculosis web pages. 

The selection of research priorities was based upon the challenges facing the various 

diseases control programmes and was carried out in collaboration with the technical units in 

the Division of Communicable Diseases at the Regional Office. 

This year, 193 proposals were received in response to the call for applications. Several 

meetings for preliminary screening of the proposals were held with the technical units in the 

Division of Communicable Disease in the Regional Office and 138 proposals were shortlisted. 

The preliminary screening consisted of selecting proposals highly relevant to disease control in 

the country concerned and within the scope of the relevant technical area.  

 The shortlisted proposals are as follows: 28 in tuberculosis, 25 in HIV/AIDS and/or 

sexually transmitted diseases, 16 in hepatitis (B or C), 15 in leishmaniasis whether cutaneous 

and/or visceral, 14 in malaria, 7 in vaccine-preventable diseases, 7 in schistosomiasis and soil-

transmitted helminthiasis, and the remainder in the areas of avian influenza, dengue fever, 

Crimean-Congo haemorraghic fever, human African trypanosomiasis, brucellosis, rabies, 

filariasis, and others.  

Respected committee members,  

As you all know, limited financial resources have been the main challenge to the small 

grants scheme in previous years. However, this situation has recently changed due to a change in 

the vision and strategy of TDR itself. There is now greater emphasis on a regional perspective 

and on strengthening regional activities through allocating more resources, including to the small 

grants scheme.  

As a result, our financial resources in 2007 are US$ 534 000 compared to US$ 275 000 in 

2006. The additional funds will be used to increase the scheme’s grants budget, to commission 

research projects for the technical units, and to strengthen capacity in research methods, proposal 

development and scientific writing in the field of communicable disease research.  

We would like to thank you for your support to the small grants scheme and we trust your 

expert advice will assist us in selecting the right proposals for funding. 


