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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

There is no doubt that road traffic crashes stand among the most important causes of 

injuries and deaths, not only globally but also in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, including 

Egypt. Every day thousands of people––men, women and children––are killed and injured on our 

roads. They leave behind shattered families and friends. Millions more are injured and many will 

never be able to lead the same lives again. 

 

Worldwide, deaths due to road traffic crashes each year are estimated at almost 1.2 million, 

while the number of those injured could be as high as 50 million––the combined population of 

five of the world’s large cities. Worse, without increased efforts and new initiatives, the total 

number of road traffic deaths and injuries worldwide is forecast to rise by some 65% between 

2000 and 2020.  

 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the number of road traffic deaths has been rising 

steadily over the past decade. The risk of death and disability due to road traffic accidents is the 
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second highest in the world after Africa. More disturbing is that youth, whose productive lives 

should stretch before them, are most affected. Road traffic injuries are among the leading causes 

of death among children and people of working age. Pedestrians, cyclists and public transport 

users are among the most affected road users.  

 

In Egypt, data from the Ministry of Health shows that in 2004, more that 65% of road 

traffic injuries were to people aged 15 to 45 years. This places tremendous pressure, not only on 

the public sector health care services, but, through direct and indirect costs, on the national 

exchequer in general. Estimates from the World Report on Road Traffic Injuries Prevention 

indicate that for a country like Egypt, this cost may be around 1 to 1.5 per cent of the total gross 

national product per year, which may rise if the current trend continues. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
In recognition of the critical nature of the problem, the World Health Organization (WHO) 

is endeavouring to mobilize governments, organizations and communities to effectively tackle 

this problem. The United Nations has not been less forthcoming. Its General Assembly has 

adopted a number of historical resolutions on the global road safety crisis over the past two years. 

Of particular importance is its resolution 60/5 Improving global road safety, designating WHO as 

a coordinator on road safety issues within the UN system. This resolution further recommends 

and mandates WHO and the United Nations Economic Commissions to work closely with 

governments to observe the First UN Road Safety Week in April 2007; the week we are 

launching today. 

  

The Week’s theme is dedicated to young road users, including young drivers. However, the 

actions that result will benefit road users of all ages. As you can see, the First UN Road Safety 

Week carries the same slogan as World Health Day 2004, Road Safety is No Accident, 

highlighting the fact that improving road safety does not occur by accident. Road safety can only 

happen through the deliberate and determined efforts of many sectors of society, both 

governmental and nongovernmental.  
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One of the main global events that I would like to highlight is the World Youth Assembly 

for Road Safety, modelled after the UN General Assembly, with young delegations from across 

the world. The Assembly will be an opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences on how to 

improve and promote road safety in different countries. Our region has been strongly involved in 

the preparation for this important initiative and in the drafting of a road safety declaration to be 

adopted by the youth assembly this week, with strong representation of young people from our 

Member States. This declaration will be the first international statement conveying youth's views 

and dreams of how roads can be made safer.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We all know that prevention is the key to the road safety crisis, anywhere in the world. 

However, prevention efforts will bear fruit only when all the partners and sectors within or 

outside the UN system, at the international, regional and country levels, are actively engaged in a 

coordinated response. A multisectoral sustainable approach involving key sectors, such as health, 

transport, education, information, police and finance, along with other stakeholders, most 

importantly civil society including the private sector and youth organizations, is vital.  

 

As I salute all vigilant efforts to make safety a reality on our roads, I hope that the First UN 

Road Safety Week, important as it is, does not become a one time event, but rather a commitment 

to a cause, dedication to an objective, and a promise for a better future. Together, we must push 

for further action to stop the death toll on our roads and make our roads safer. 

 

May God bless you in your endeavours.  

 

 


