
EMRC4lR.3 HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO COUNTRIES SUFFERING FROM 
CIVIL WARS AND COUNTRlES IN NEED OF DRUGS AND 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES 

The Regional Committee, 

Recalling and confirming the previous resolutions of the Regional Committee on health 
assistance to specific countries, and most recently EMRC38R15 ( h f s  n g d  of drugs and 
medical supplies); E M R C 3 8 R  19 (Provision of material, medical and technical assistance to 
Somalia) and EMIRC3 8/R.2 1 (Assistance to Afghanistan]; 

Considering the basic principles in the Constitution of the World Health Organization, 
which stipulate that the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the 
fundamental rights of every human beiq without distinction of race, religion, political belief, 
economic or social condition; 

Deeply concerned about the emergency sitdon in some Member States, notably in 
Afghanistan, Somalia and the Republic of Yemen, and the adverse impact this has on their 
populationst health; 

Emphasizing the decision taken by the Eighty-ht Session of the Executive Board of 
the World Health Organhtion concerning the effects on people's health of withholding medical 
supplies; 

C o d m h g  the successive resolutions of the World Health Assembly concerning the 
composition of an embargo on medid and food suppIies, and the effects of this embargo on 
health care; 

Recognizing the health situation of the Iraqi people and the necessity of enabling them 
to obtain much needed medical and food supplies; 

Referring to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 39/2 10 that recognized the 
effects in respect of medical supplies and services as well as health programmes d e r e d  by the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya as a result of the air embargo; 

Having examined the Annual Report of the Regional Director, which includes, inter 
alia, actions taken by WHOIEMRO in respect of emergency health and medical assistance to 
specific countries; 

1 .  CALLS UPON all Member States and the international community to contribute to 
assist Afghanistan, Somalia and the Republic of Yemen, and provide the necessary 
m d d  support in order to relieve the suffering of the peoples of these countries; 

2. IREQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization and the Regional 
Director for the Eastern Mediterranean to continue to exert efforts with a view to 
enabling the Iraqi and the Libyan peoples to obtain their necessary drugs and medical 
supplies. 


