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1. ADOPrION OF THE AGENDA (item 3 of the Provisional Agenda) 

Decision: the agenda (documents EM/RCll/l and Add.l) was adopted 

without discussion. 

2. APPOINTMENT OF THE SUB-DIVISION ON PROORANME (item 4 of the Agenda) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTCR recalled that it had been customary for the 

Sub-Committee to establish a Sub-Division on Programme, under Rule 14 of the 

Rules of Procedure (EM/RCBA/2), for the consideration of technical matters or 

those which related to the programme and budget. It had in the past been 

the practice for the Sub-Division to consist of the whole Sub-Committee, with 

a new chairman. Should it be decided to establish a Sub-Division in that 

way at the present session, the Sub-Committee might wish to refer to it items 

11 and 12 of the Agenda. 

Dr. ABU SHAMMA (Sudan) proposed that a Sub-Division to consider those 

items should be established in the way outlined qy the Regional Director, and 

that its chairman should be Dr. Bitash (United Arab Republic). 

Dr. NABILSI (Jordan) seconded that proposal. 

Decision: the proposal was adopted. 

3. HOURS OF WORK AND ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Sub-Committee should meet from 8.30 a.m. 

until 1.30 p.m. each day. 

Dr. ABU SHAMMA (Sudan) and Dr. NABILSI (Jon::!an) supported the proposal. 

Decision: the proposal was ad9pted. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that the Sub-Division on Programme might 

meet on Wednesday, while Thursday might be given to item 14 of the agenda, the 

Technical Discussions on Poliomwelitis. Aqy time remaining after the comple

tion of the Technical Discussions could be used to finish any other items, 

leaving Friday for the closure of the Sub-Committee1s business and the adoption 

of its report. In that connection, the Chairman had in the past usual~ acted 

as Rapporteur, and he presumed that would be so at the present session. 

Item 8 of the agenda, the election of the Regional Director, which had 

to be discussed in private session, attended on~ qy the Representatives 

Alternates and Advisers of Nember States and the Director-General, would no 

doubt come up for consideration during Tuesday. 

Decision: the order of busi!"9ss outlined qy the Regional Director was adoptai. 
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Dr. ABU SHAMMA (Sudan) proposed that Dr. FARAH (Tunisia) should be 

elected Chairman of the Technical Discussions. 

Dr. EL BISHTY (Liqya) seconded that proposal. 

Decision: the proposal was adopted. 

5. ANNUIJ.1 REPORT OF T:~ REGIONAL DIRECTOR TO THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE (item 5 of the agenda) 

The REGIOwu. DIRECTOR, introducing his Annual Report (EM/RCll/2) , 

suggested that, 'as had been its custom, the Sub-Committee might wish to 

consider at t.te same time item 6 (Statements and Reports qy Representatives of 

.Member States) and item? (Co-operation ,dth other Organizations and Agencies). 

The Report consisted of an Introduction, bringing out some of the high

lights of the year under review (1 July 1960 - )0 June 1961); the general 

review, which was the rr.ain body of the Report; am two annexes, listing 

projects qy countries, and asreements and plans of operation signed between 

1 July 1960 and )0 June 1961. 

DUring the year under r"v:~c,;, ~wo of the Hember States had attained their 

independence - Cyprus and Somalia. 'velcoming them to the Regional Committee, 

he expressed WHO I s pleasure that they were able to participate fully in its 

work. 

On the whole, progL'El ss in all fields of health had been sati sfactory. 

Member States 'Tere in general allocating a higher proportion of their budgets 

to health. The number of inte~-countr.r projects was increasing, and 1~0 was 

anxious that there s~ould be a continued development of collaboration bevween 

the countries, witb)'J.t which t~ere could be no solution to a number of 

problems, especially in tLe field of communicable diseases and their eradicaticn. 

The mai.n acti'n.ties of the Regional Office had been directed, as in the 

past, to strengthening the r:ati.onal health administrations, and included a 

large element of education an:! training. There was in general a lack of 

technical personnel in the Region, and WHO had been helping to meet the need. 

Increasing emphasis was being placed on the evaluation of the 

Organization!s activities. His last Annual Report had analysed the results 

obtained from the 1064 fello;"ships granted in the first ten years of EMRO; 
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those results had been on the ,mole successful, although certain shortcomings 

had been pointed out and it had been suggested that in some cases the 

selection of fellows and their effective utilization on their return to their 

countries needed further attention. Although there had not so far been time 

for any very critical analysis of results for the year under review, during 

which 221 fellowships had been granted, there would appear to have been a 

marked improvement. It was intended to carry out a critical and constructive 

evaluation evexy two or three years, and it was hoped that a further report. 

would be submitted to the Sub-Committee in two or three years. 

Assistance was also being given to Governments in a number of other 

important fields, including the training of auxiliarie s of various categories, 

depending on the needs of the countries; it was hoped that malaria workers 

being trained could at a later stage be converted into polyvalent workers who 

would take their place in the general health services. 

The attention being given in the Region to medical education an::! 

assistance to educational institutions, including post-graduate training, was 

demonstrated qy the fact that in 1960, out of the ninety teachers, professors, 

and educators provided qy WHO throughout the world, thirty-two were for the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. A number of useful seminars had also been held, 

and others were planned for the future. During the year under review a very 

successful Nursing Seminar had been held in Lahore, Pakistan - an appropriate 

choice, since nursing in that countxy had made considerable ·progress in recent 

years. The success of the Seminar was shown qy the reports received from 

some of the partiCipants (in accordanCe with the view of the Regional Office 

that those attending such seminars should be asked to re:Jort at intervals, and 

nov only immediately after the meeting, to see what influence their participa

tion had had in their respective countries). 

A second Inter-regional Seminar on water supply - a subject of great 

importance to the Region - had been held in Addis Absbs at the end of 1960 and 

had also been highlW successful. 

The Sub-Committee would note the importance being given to communicable 

disease control and eradication, a subject on which fifty per cent of the Budget 

was spent. 

Malaria eradication, which would be discussed in greater detail under the 

relevant item of the agenda (item 12(a)) was being taken up satisfactorily in 

the Region. A number of countries weI-e actively engaged in it, while 
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the remainder dere preparing projects or making pre-eradication surveys. 

As the Director-General had mantioned, Pakistan Has actively preparing its 

campaign, an important step in eradication not only in the Region but from 

global point of view. 

Both WHO and the Governments realized the importance of the training of 

key personnel for malaria eradication, and in addition to the assistance being 

given to national institutes for malaria training, particularly in Ethiopia 

and the Sudan, two new training centres had been estalilished in Pakistan 

during 1960. There had been a high participation of students from the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region, as well as from other regions, in the courses 

held at the Regional Malaria Eradication Training Centre in Cairo. 

Smallpox was unfortunately still an important problem in the Region, and 

it was hoped that active steps could be taken to deal with it. WHO was 

prepared to give increasing assistance to Governments. It would be noted 

that more funds were allocated for the purpose in the 1963 Budget, particular

ly in regard to the production of the more stable and potent vaccine which was 

needed in the Region. He wished in that connection to thank the Government 

of Jordan for its valuable and generous donation of three million doses of 

vaccine a year for use in the Region. 

The problem of bilharziasis was a ver,r important one for the Region, 

since it already existed in many countries ani ,ms a potential danger in the 

others, most of which were expanding their agricultural activities. It was 

hoped that the results obtained from the WHO assisted pilot project in the 

Egyptian Province of the United Arab Republic would prove valuable, as much

needed research was an important element of the project. 

Tuberculosis was still an important public health problem in the Region, 

ani a number of projects for assistance to Governments were continuing. The 

Chemotherapy Pilot Project in Tunis had been completed in December 1960, ani 

the findings were being analyzed; 

submitted to the SUb-Committee at 

it was hoped that a reDort would be 

its next session. The WHO Prevalence 

Survey Team had visited a number of countries, and submitted its findings to 

the Governments concerned. 

Details of WHOts work on other communicable diseases such as Venereal 

Diseases,Trachoma, Onchocerciasis and the projects being assisted in the 

Region would be found in the Annual Report. 
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One of the fields which had been, and )TQuld be, receiving greater 

attention was that of mental health; in a Region which was developing rapidly, 

mental health problems were gaining in importance as a result of such factors 

as changes in social structure, industrialization, and the use of new methods 

of agriculture. During the year under review, a number of countries had 

been visited by the Regional Adviser in Mental Health. It was proposed for 

1962 and 1963 that a study should be made of the mental health of children. 

Nor ,JOuld the mental health of the aged be neglected; a meeting was proposed 

which would have a bearing on that subject. 

The Regional Office wished to help Governments to prepare to meet 

mental health problems. It was also assisting in the training of mental 

health workers. There were Dlans for training selected general practitioners 

in the diagnosis and prevention of mental disorders. There was also a great 

need for qualified psychiatric nurses in the Region, and particular stress 

was being laid on that aspect of the problem. 

Another field which was receiving increasing attention was that of water 

supply. It would be recalled that the Twelfth hTorld Health Assembly had 

authorized the Organization to take up the question. During the year under 

review the Regional Office had been assisting Governments to maJre surveys. 

As mentioned in the prograrmre, expert teams would be available on request 

from Governments. One team at present being assembled would visit Pakistan 

in October 1961; while an expert was to visit Jordan. 

Advisory services had been provided by the Regional Office to assist 

Govermnents in regard ,to the protective measures required with the increasing 

medical use of X-rays and radioisotopes. The training of workers in that 

field was also receiving attention. 

The Nutrition Adviser in the Regional Office had been visiting countries 

and giving his assistance to them. 

It was also proposed to assist countries at their request on cancer 

problems, especially in regard to the epidemiology of cancer. 

The virological research on trachoma in Tunisia, assisted by WHO, was 

proceeding and had yielded some useful results. There was good exchange of 

information between the project there and others carrying out similar research 

throughout the world, and WHO was the main disseminator and coordinator of data. 

The important question of poliorrwelitis would be considered in detail 

during the Technical Discussions. 
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It was invended to study housing dnd its relation to heahh, with 

particular emphasis on rural areas. 

During the year under review, the Regional Office had prepared a draft 

Arabic version of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases, 

Injuries and Causes of Death which was submitted for the comments of the 

Sub-Committee. He expressed the gratitude of WHO to the League of Arab 

States for loaning the services of Dr. Nabulsi in the preparatton of thE: 

draft. 

There had been no change in the organization or administration of the 

Regional Office in the year under review, nor had there been a~ increase in 

staff. 

Liaison with other agencies, particular~ UNICEF and the Technical 

Assistance Board, had been very satisfactory. There had also been close 

collaboration with FAO in regard to nutrition, for example, an:! UNESCO in 

regard to the education and training of technical workers (especial~ radio

isotope technicians). Relations had also been good with the Economic 

Commissions for Africa and for Asia and the Far East, and it was hoped that 

collaboration ,;ith them would increase. Cooperation with the League of Arab 

States would be still further developed in view of the recent agreement 

between WHO and the League. Working relationships had also been good with 

the bilateral agencies, such as the ICA, which was assisting Governments in 

malaria eradication and WOUld, it was hoped, do so increasing~ in regard to 

water supP~. 

As he had mentioned in his stf'.tement at the opening meeting of the Session, 

studies of the effects of heat, resulting from solar radiation, were continuing 

in Saudi Arabia. It was hoped that useful documentation would result for 

submission to the Sub-Committee at its next seSSion, when the subject would be 

the topic for the technical discussions: it was important not on~ for this 

Region, but from a world-wide point of view. 

In conclusion, he wished to thank the Governments in the Region for their 

excellent collaboration with the World Health Organization and the Regional 

Office, without which no satisfactory achievements could be attained. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Regional Director for the 1.0rk that had been 

carried out under his guidance in the year 1960-61 and opened the discussion 

on his report. 
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Dr. BCRAl (Kuwait) congratulatedche Chairman on his election. 

He expressed his admiration of the report of the Regional Director, 

which gave a full and clear accolL,t of the work carried out in the Region, 

and his satisfaction with the endeavour which was being made to achieve the 

objective of bringing the fullest possible well-being to the countries of the 

Region. Kuwait would continue to co-operate in that endeavour. 

He was glad to note the attention that had been paid to education and 

training and the efforts being mode towards the eradication of malaria. In 

that connection Kuwait was grateful that its attention has been drawn to the 

danger of the possible importation into the count~, hitherto free from 

malaria, of Lnopheles st.ephensi from neighbouring countries. 

The work that .,as being dor:e for the control of communicable diseases, 

the efforts to improve nutrition, nursing services, mental health, etc. and 

the services rendered by the Regional Office in all those and other fields 

were greatly appreciated. Kuuait, which was carrying out programmes for the 

control of tuberculosis and communicable eye diseases, in nursing education 

and in health statistics, was grateful for the assistance and advice received 

from the Regio~al Office. 

Dr. NABILSI (Jordan), offer~rg his congratulations to the Chairman on 

his election, recalled that he h~.d already, on a previous occasion, proved 

most worthy to direct the Sub-Committee I s c.eli berations. 

He congratulated the R.egional Director on his most comprehensive report, 

some details of;hich he 'JOuM CC>0'11·cent upon in the Sub-Di visi on on Programme. 

In Jordan health prograr:mes K8r3 r;nking good progress, thanks to its collabora

tion. with the intern2.tioml crganizations and especially 1rith World Health 

Organization, and thanks a:'.£o to the efforts of the Regional Director. 

Jordan maintained its prorr:i98 to supply three million doses of smallpox 

vaccine an'1l'.fllly, to be used j.~ any caunt~ - either in the Region or outside 

it - that had need of it. So far only liquid v2.ccine was manufactured but 

Jordan would soon be in a p03i -cc.on to offer dried vaccine also. 

Dr. KHABIR (Iran) congratw.atcd the Chairman on his election and thanked 

the Regional Director for his report. He was pleased to see the emphasis 

placed on medical education ap~ on environmental sanitation in the Region. 

His detailed comments on the various matters .,ould be given later in the Sub-

Division on Progrc.mme and in the technical discussions. 
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Nr. AI, Wi.ZIR (Yemen), in the name of his Government, thanked the 

Government of Lebanon for its invitation. It Has fitting that the Sub

Committee should meet in Lebanon, Where its members Hould gain health and 

strength to deal mth the marw problems confronting them. 

He expressed his thanks and esteem for ,iliO for its service to suffering 

humanity. Yemen _s glad to be a part of the Crganization and was trying to 

fulfill its obligation. Shortage of technical officials had resulted in his 

Government's sending him, a pOlitician, to represent it at the Sub-Committee; 

but although, as a non-medical ma~, he would not take part in the discussions 

on technical matters, he could express thanks for the Hork that _s being 

done and take back to his Government an account of the Sub-Committee's 

deliberations. 

The CHAIRMl'.N, in thanking the Representative of Yemen, assured him that, 

even though he was not a physici2n, his deep understanding of general health 

problems would make his participation in the Sub-Committee's discussions most 

valuable. 

Dr. PflNOS (Cyprus) congratulated the Chairman on his election and thanked 

him for his killd words on the independence of Cyprus. He also expressed his 

sincere thanks to the Government of Lebanon for its generous hospitality. 

He joined previous speakers in their expressions of appreciation to the 

Regional Director for his report and for all that had been accomplished in 

the Region during the year. Cyprus _s particular1y grateful, for it had 

already received much help from WHO and _s confident that the Organization's 

assistance would continue. Even though Cyprus was free from malaria and from 

tLe other major epidemic diseases, it had much work to do, especial1y in 

public health and in preventive and curative medicine, and it would need liHO'S 

help to carry out surveys to estimate the extent of its problems and det~rmine 

how best to solve them. 

Dr. TABBAA (Saudi Arabia) congratulated the Regional Director on his 

report and thanked IiHO for the assistance it had given, and was giving, parti

cularly in malaria eradication and in rural health. The experts it had 

sent to Saudi Arabia had done good work and reflected great credit on the 

Organizati on. 
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Jllooecin-Colonel FAURE (France) thanked the Government of Lebanon for 

the welcome the members of the Sub-Committee had received. To the Chairman 

he expressed his admiration and esteem. He congratulated the Regional 

Director on his excellent reDort and his clear expose and thanked him and 2.11 

his staff for the work accomplished in the Region. 

The CHf;JRMAN announoed that discussions on this item would continue at 

the next meeting. 

The meeting rose at 1.25 p.m. 


