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Summary for the Report 

Mr R. Spina Helmholz, Director, Support Programme introduced together 

the Proposed Programme Budget for the Financial Period 1994-1995 and also 

the topic of Resource Allocatio~l. 

He referred to the Working Papers. and concerning the Proposed 

Programme Budget, Mr Helmholz said that it had been prepared in full 

collaboration with Member States and in accordance with the Regional 

Programme Budget Policy and within the context of the Eighth General 

Programme of Work covering the period 1990-1995. The figures in the 

budget, however, awaited the Director-General's final decision, which 

would be taken after he had heard from all WHO regional committees. 

He pointed out that the format was the same as was followed in 

previous years; however, for 1994-1995 a sharper differentiation between 

the regional and the intercountry programme had been reflected. 

He described past t r e~ lds  f o r  L u L h  regulur tud urtraLudgeta~y  sources 

of funding, noting that, in real terms, such funding had actually 

decreased over time. For example, although a comparison of the 1994-1995 

budget figures with those of 1992-1993 showed an' increase of 15.65%, this 

would not be adequate to cover anticipated cost increases. He also 

referred to the Regional Consultative Committee's review of the Programme 

Budget and their recommendation that initiatives be undertaken to increase 

the overall share o f  t11e global regular budget funds available to the 

regions. 



The figures shown for extrabudgetary resources for 1994-1995 were 

minimum estimates. As of the time of budget preparation, EB funding 

represented 17% of the total amount of funding available for 1994-1995. 

However, this proportion could be expected to increase somewhat by the 

start of that biennium. 

Hr Helmhclz described the Health System Infrastructure, Disease 

Prevention Control and Health Promotion and Care appropriation sections as 

those receiving the largest proportion of combined regular and extra- 

budgetary funds, and within those appropriation sections he also described 

the largest programmes receiving such funding. In addition, he mentioned 

that the Nutrition, Environmental Health, Clinical Laboratory and 

Radiological Technology for Health System based on PHC, Essential Drugs 

and nine Disease Prevel~tiul~ ul~d Culltrul programmes had all shown 

significant increases in funding when compared to the previous biennium. 

Sixty-five percent of the total of currently planned regular and 

extrabudgetary resources were earmarked for country activities, 

Mr Helmholz referred to the Regional Director's use of a model as 

well as o1 a variety of additional guidance such as that provided by the 

Director-General and the Regional Committee in the finalization of country 

figures. The process, further elaborated in the Working Paper, w a s  one 

which had evolved through practice and feed-back from Member States. 

A number of countries had also allowed for a special reserve to help 

re-enforce support to activities that were able to absorb additional funds 

or to respond to emerging needs more flexibly. At the regional level, the 

Regional Director's Development Programme had been maintained at a high 

level so as to be able tn r ~ s p n n d  m n r p  fully to (a) Member S t a t e s  whose 

record of implementation could justify further consideration for funding 

in the course of the 1994-1995 biennium, (b)  emerging priorities in the 

Region, and (c) emergencies. 



Noting that the Director-General had reserved his final decision 

concerning the level of the 1994-1995 budget, pending his having heard the 

views of all the WHO reglonal committees, Mr Helmholz referred to the 

possibility of an additional 1% of cost increase being solicited from the 

Executive Board and the Health Assembly by the Director-General. 

Mr Helmholz also stated that details for implementation would be 

worked out during the Joint Government/WHO Programme Review Missions to be 

completed during 1993. 

Before concluding, Mr Helmholz referred to resolution EM/RC31/R.8, 

entitled "Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion - Special Account for • Miscellaneous Designated Contributions (Health for All by the Year 2000 - 
Eastern Mediterranean Region", which established a fund to supplement 

national and WHO Regular Budget resources for programmes and projects 

falling under the eight essential elements of primary health care, and 

which asked the Regional Director to report on the operation of the Fund. 

The Committee was informed that contributions to date totalled US$25 466. 

In conclusion, Mr Helmholz noted that the Regional Committee was 

asked to review the Proposed Programme Budget and, if in agreement with 

the contents, to request the Regional Director to transmit it to the 

Director-General for inclusion in the Proposed Global Programme Budget for 

1994-1995. 

Discussion 


