
EN/RC37/B.14 gMERGENCY PREPARWlNESS AN13 RELIEF OPERATIONS 
IN THE CASE OF NATURAL DISASTERS 

The ~egional Committee, 

Having considered the report provided by the delegation of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran on their  country's experience in coping with serious natural 
disasters, the latest of which was the June earthquake, which took a huge 
toll in lives as well as in physical damages, 

1. Admires the effective efforts made by the Government in prompt disaster 
management according to contingency plans already available and adequate 
re l i e f  supplies and equipment that could be mobilized rap id ly  and conveyed to 
the d i sa s t er  area; 

2 ,  Appreciates the efforts made by WHO and other agencies in the 
international community to support the Islamic Republic of Iran in coping 
w i t h  the d i sas t er ,  and calls upon them to continue their  assistance 
effectively until the effects of the earthquake have been overcome (emanatfng 
problems are settled down) to an acceptable extent; 

3. RECOMMENDS to the  ~egional Director: 

(1) to a s s i s t  i n  the documentation of the Iranian experience in 
d i s a s t e r  management, and to make such information available to 
countries in the ~ e g i o n ,  part icular ly  those which are potential 
victims of disaster; 

( 2 )  to develop a regional system for exchanging information about 
disasters among countries in the Region and with disaster-prone 
areas elsewhere ; 

(3) to study the possibility of designating collaborating centres 
of excellence in the f i e l d  of disaster management; 

( 4 )  to develop teaching materials and relevant courses on 
responding to disasters at all levels of health and medical 
education, as appropriate, and 

(5) to utilize the Iranian experience and expertise i n  promoting 
technical cooperation among countries in the Region in the area of 
emergency preparedness and emergency management. 


