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• • - . ‘ . , ' . 

The Director-General has the honour to draw the attention of the 
•• ... •" ... . • 

Executive Board to the fact that the Greek Government, taking up its 

reservation made during the first World Health Assembly, has requested 

that Greece ishould not be made part of the Eastern Mediterranean Area, 

but that she be included in Area (4), which comprises countries of the 

European continent. Arguments in favour of this request are set out in 

a letter from the Greek Government, of which a copy is attached. 

After consideration by the Executive Board, it will probably be 

necessary to refer this request ta the next Assembly .for.a decision. 

The following draft resolution is therefore, submitted to the 

Executive Board for consideration, with a view to its possible inclusion 

in the Agenda of the second World Health Assembly.. 
• • • 

"The World Health Assembly, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the request of the .¿reek Government for the 
inclusion of Greece in regional organization area (4), and the 
motives for this request set out in its letter of 5th November 
1948, . 

RESOLVES that Greece shall from now on form part of regional 
organization area (4), which comprises countries of the European 
continent. •» 
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C O P Y 

r The Kingdom of Greece 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Athens. 5 November 1948. 
No. 11119 

Sir, 

Among the resolutions of the first World Health Assembly held at Geneva 
last July, was one on the subject of the establishment of regional 
organizations and on their constitution. 

Thus the Assembly, in adopting during its 11th plenary meeting the 
second report of the Committee on Headquarters and Regional Organization, 
included Greece in Area (1), named the Eastern Mediterranean Area, which 
comprise? the vast regions spreading from the Great Syrtis to the Red 
S.éá and from the coast of Asia Minor and Syria to the Persian Gulf and 
the Indian Ocean, thus embra'cing, with the sole exception .of Greece, 
the Muslim countries of the Near and Middle East, those of North and 
East Africa and of South-West Asia. ' 

There seems to be only one possible explanation for this somewhat 
curious assignment of Greece to the great Arab сommunity: that is, that 
the Committee on Headquarters and Regional Organization, considering 
that Greece, together with a certain number of countries now assigned 
"to Area (1), had accepted the jurisdiction of.the Regional Office at 
Alexandria for health matters, was influenced by the state of affairs 
existing up to the present. 

But this arrangement vras accepted in the absence of any other appropriate 
regional establishment and should be considered out of, date now that 
this same problem is being dealt with on a rational basis with'iri the 
framework of a world-wide organization. 

. . . . . . . . ‘ . • 

Therefore, referring to the reservations made on this subject by the 
Greek delegate to. the Assembly,工 have the honour to request that you 
kindly inform the Executive Board of WHO that in view of the nature of 
the diseases recorded in Greece and of their similarity io those of the 
European Mediterranean countries, the Government of the Kingdom of Greece 
feels thatj apart from any other consideration, Greece should from now 
on form part cf Area (4), which comprises countries of the European 
continent, and that there is no further, reason why Greece should continue 
under the jurisdiction of the Regional Office at Alexandria. 

Yours etc. etc. 
‘for the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

I. A.G. Tziras, 

Director, Department for Economic 

Co-operation. 

To the Director-General, WHO. 


