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4 1Ш0 TECHNICAL SERVICES RECOMMENDED BY THE 

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE 

The Executive Board, at its second session, agreed to postpone to 

its next session consideration of the various suggestions for collabora-

tion adopted by the International Red Gross at its XVII Conference in 
1 

Stockholm,August 20 - 30, 1948¿ and requested the Director-General to 

prepare comments and proposals on these suggestions in the meantime. 

Since thorough investigation of the implications of all the 

proposals submitted has not been possible, due to lack of time and 

personnel, and in view of the fact that thé International Committee of 

the Red Cross, charged with the responsibility of implementing the 

resolution on uniformity of medical equipment for both military and 

civilian needs, is anxious to have an early formal reply from the 1H0 

on its decision on this particular activity, this matter has been investi-

gated a.nd the following report is presented for consideration by the 

Board, 

The Red Cross has been engaged in the unification of medical 

equipment for military and Red Cross needs since 1866» The Standing 

International Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment, established 

in 1926 not to be responsible for but to co-ordinate and advise on 

standardization, has an essentially military purpose and is concerned 

with, first and foremost, the equipment of the army medical services. 

As a result of the extension of hostilities^ however, this purpose 

tended to merge with that of relief societies (the Red Cross, Air Raid 

Protection, First Aid> etc.) and it became necessary to unify their 

equipment. 
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Membership of the Commission includes representatives of агщу 

medical corps and/or Red Cross societies from 15 countries, a repre-

sentative from the International Committee of the Red Cross, and one 

from the International Commission on Military Medicine and 

Pharmacopoeia. The International Committee of the Red Gross convenes 

the annual meetings of the .Commission, expenses being met with gifts 

from governments. Travel expenses of representatives, however, are 

met by their respective governments. The International Committee of 

the Red Cross has expended a total of Swiss francs 93,000 for the 13 

meetings convened since 1926, the last one having been held in 1938. 

The XVII International:Red Cross Conference considered that the 

unification of medical equipment, dormant for 10 years, should be re-

activated and continued and that the Red Cross organizations and in 

particular the Standing International Commission for the Study,of 

Medical Equipment should continue to be active in this field. However, 

since military- Red Cross and civilian equipment Impinges one upon the 

other厂the Conference, anxious. to avoid any possible Encroachment on 

WHO domain, adopted the resolution suggesting that the WOj if 

interested, undertake to be the responsible body for the uniformity of 

medical equipment for both military and civilian needs in collaboration 

with the above mentioned organizations. 

The Director-General considers that this activity falls only 

within the fringe of Ш0 interest? that the Ш0 is not concerned with 

medical activities connected with armed conflict; points out that the 

task itiich lies before the Ш0 is extremely extensive and that the 

budget with which to perform it is very restricted; and suggests that 

until the time comes for standardization of medical equipment for 

civilian needs the International Committee of the Red Cross continue 

to be the responsible body. 

In the event that the Board approves of this suggestion it may 

wish to adopt the following resolution: 

The Executive Board 

Taking note of the decision of the XVIIth International Red Cross 

Conference regarding uniformity of medical equipment for both 

military and civilian needs, and 
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Noting that this is only one of the several suggestions made by 

the XVI It h International .tied Cross Conference j 

recommends: 

that the International Committee of the Red Cross should 

continue to be the responsible body for the uniformity of 

medical equipment for both military and civilian needs, 

"that the Ш0 should co-operate with the International Red 

Cross organizations, and in particular the Standing International 

Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment, in this activity, 

4 

that the Director-General should notify the Intèrnational 

Committee of the Red Cross to this effect 

that this decision should be brought to the attention of 

the second iVorld Health Assembly, and 

that the several additional proposals contained in 

Document EB2/38 be investigated and reported on as soon as 

facilities become available. 
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TOO TECHNICAL SERVICES REC(M.1ENDED BY THE 

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE 

The Executive Board, at its second session, agreed to post-

pone to its next session consideration of the various suggestions 

for co-operation Tiiith WHO adopted by the International Red Cross 

at its XVII Conference in Stockholm, 20 - 30 August' 1948,1 and 

requested the Director—General to prepare comments and proposals 

on these suggestions in .the meantime. 

.Investigation of the inplications of all the' suggestions ... 

submitted-has riot been possible, due to lack of time and personnel. 
. • • • . 

However, the International Conunittee of the Red Cross, which is'.. 

responsible for thè inplementation of the Conference proposal re-: 

garding imification of medical equipment for both military and 

2 

civilian needs, 'requested an early formal reply from WHO on its 

decision on this particular suggestion. This proposal has, 

therefore, been investigated•and the following statement is pre-

sented for consideration by- the Board. 

The Red Cross has been engaged in the unification of medical 

equipment for military and Red Cross needs since. 1866. The 

1 
Off. Rec. WHO, 14， 1.15.10 

EB2/38, item 3.2 - "The XVIIth International Red Cross 

Conference hopes that 'the World Health Organization m i l 

undertake to be responsible for the uniformity of medical -

equipment for both military and civilian needs, on the., basis 

of experience acquired arid .i/vith the collaboration of inter-

national Red Cross organizations, in particular the Standing 

International .Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment-." 
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Standing International Commission.for the Study of Medical Equipment, 

was established in 1926 not to be responsible for but to co-ordinate 

and advise on standardization. The purpose of the Commission was 

essentially military and related, first and foremost} to the equip-

ment used by the arii^ medical services. With the expansion of mili一 

tary operations necessitating interchange of medical equipment used 

by army medical services with that used in Red Cross, air raid pro-

t e c t i o n a n d F i r s t AW activities, this purpose tended to extend to 

other than military medical équipant. Since the last meeting of 

the Commission in 193S, however, this.activity has been dormant. 

The XVII International Red Cross Conference considered that the 

unification of medical equipmént should be reactivated and continued, 

and that the Red Cross organizations, and in particular the Standing 

International Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment, should 

continue to be active in this field. However, considering that 

milUaxy and Red Cross medical équipant impinges on civilian medical 

equipment, the Conference wished to avoid any possible encroachment 

on the domain of TOO. It therefore adopted the resolution suggesting 

that WHO, if interested, undertake to be the responsible body for the 

unification of medical equipment for both military and civilian needs 

in collaboration with the above-mentioned organizations. 

The Director-General submits the following comments on this 

proposal: ‘ 

1 Approval of the suggestion would enlarge the programme 

of WHO for which the budget is already inadequate. 

2 WHO is not concerned with medical' equipment connected 

with armed conflict, and the problem .appears, to fall only 

within the fringa of TOO's interest. 

3 The International Committee of the Red Cross has already-

acquired a wide knowledge of the problems involved since 

it has been active in this field for many years. 

Membership of the Commission includes representatives of amy 

medical corps and/or Rod Cross societies from 15 countries, a 

representative from the International Committee of the Red 

Cross, and one from the International Coranlsaion on Military 

Medicine and Pharmacopoeia. The International Coimittee of the 

Red Cross convenes the annual meetings of the Commission, expenses 

being met by gifts from governments. Travel expenses of repre-

sentatives, however, are met by their respective government. 

Expenditures for the 13 meetings convened since 1926 amounted to 
Swiss francs 93,000. 
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He therefore suggests that the International Committee of the 

Red Cross should undertake to be the responsible body for the uni-

fication of medical equiprœnt for both military and civilian needs. 

In the event that the Board approves of this suggestion it may 

wish to adopt the following resolutions 

The Executive Board 

TAKING NOTE of the decision of the XVIIth International 

Red Cross Conference regarding uniformity of medical 

equipment for both military and civilian needs, and 

NOTING that this is only one of the several suggestions 

made by the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference, 

recœmends: 

1 that the International Committee of the Red Cross should 

undertake to be the responsible body for the uniformity of 

medical equipment for both military and civilian needs^ 

2 WHO should co-operate in this activity with the 
International Red Cross organizations, and the Standing 
International Commission for the Study of Medical Equipmont 
by providing to these bodies any relevant information in 
its possession; 

3 that the Director-General should notify the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to this effect,• and 

4 that the several additional proposals contained in 
document EB2/38 be investigated and reported on as soon as 
facilities become available. 


