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v CURRENCY OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

1 The Executive Board at its second session discussed the proposal 

of the Director-General concerning the programme and budget for 1950, 

including the question of currency of contributions. The Director-

General had proposed that a portion of the contributions to the operat-

ing budget might be in the local currencies of countries in which such 

supplies and/or services as may be required for operating purposes can 

be secured. The Executive Board, in endorsing the objectives of the 

Director-General, provided that the proposal concerning contributions 

to the operating budget would be considered at the third session. 

2 It is evident that it should be possible to use currencies other 

•than US dollars or Swiss francs for financing a part of the operating 

budget for 1950, particularly with regard to medical supplies to be 

provided, and possibly even for services. Based upon estimates as to 

sources of supply for the required medical supplies and/or services, 

contributions could be accepted in the currency of the country able to 

provide the supplies or services. There are at least two ways in 

which provision may be made by the Health Assembly for payment of a 

portion of the contributions to the operating budget in such currencies. 

(a) The Government which is the source of supplies and/or services 

could be permitted to make its contribution in its own currency; 

or 

(b) 111 governments could be given the opportunity of paying a 

portion of their contribution in the currencies which could be 

used. 

3 The Director-General considers that the second alternative is the 

more appropriate. This is the plan being followed by the United 

Nations in using currencies other than US dollars, and it is believed 

that it is the soundest and most equitable plan, since it gives all 

governments the same opportunity and the same privilege of using a 

number of different currencies in making their contributions to the Ш 0 

operating budget. 
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4 The Director-General, therefore, recommends that the Executive 

Board consider the basic principles involved in accepting currencies 

other than US dollars or Swiss francs as contributions to the Ш 0 

operating budget, and should the Board agree with the Director-General's 

recommendation, consider the adoption of a resolution along the following 

lines: 

"The Executive Board, having considered the matter of currency 

of contributions to the operating budget of T1I/H0, and recognizing 

that it is evident that it will be possible to use to some, extent 

currencies other than US dollars and Swiss francs in carrying out 

the operating budget of the Organization, 

RECCffiiENDS to the second World Health Assembly that it agree that 

contributions to the operating budget in currencies other than US 

dollars and Swiss francs be accepted on the basis of permitting 

all Member Governments to have equal rights in paying their pro-

portionate share of their contribution in such currencies as may 

as determined under the provisions of Financial 

19 . " 

be acceptable, 

Regulation No. 


