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1. Sectional Organizations 

1 On the proposal of the Standing' Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organizations, the Executive Board at its second session decided to 
place on the agenda of its third session the question of. relations 
with sectional (i.e. racial, religious, political, etc.) organizations. 
(EB2/69 page 2 and EB2/Min 7 pages 4 and 5). 

2 The principles which apply to relations with such organizations 
are the following: 

2.1 The Charter of the United Nations provides (Article I Section 3) 
that no distinction as to race, sex, language or religion should be 
made in solving international problems. The preamble to the Consti-
tution of TOO states that "The attainment of the highest possible 
standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being 
without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or 
social condition". The first Health Assembly included, among the 
criteria to be fulfilled before a non-governmental organization becomes 
eligible for relations with WHO the following "(ii) The aims and pur-
poses of the organization shall.be in conformity with the spirit, pur-
poses and principles of the Constitution of the World Health Organiza-
tion." .It is evident that WHO is under obligation to safeguard these 
principles in its collaboration with non-governmental organizations. 

2.2 The criteria established by the first Health Assembly include 
the following: (A/62). 
"(iii) The organization shall be of recognized standing and shall re-
present a substantial portion of the persons organized for the purpose 
of participating in the parti о. 1я.-к field of interest in which it 
operates. To meet this requirement a group of organizations may form 
a joint committee or other body authorized to act for the group as a 
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whole". (v) The organization shall normally be international in its 
structure ..." However, Irticles 33 and 71 of the Constitution 
authorize "consultation and co-operation with the consent of the govern-
ment concerned, with national organizations, governmental and non-
governmental" . 

3 The provisions of the United Nations Charter regarding non-discrimina-
tion do not appear to have been considered by the Economic and Social 
Council as an obstacle to the establishment of relations with "sectional" 
non-governmental organizations1. As a basis for working out appro-
priate arrangements for consultation, the Council has established three 
categories of organizations, namely: 

"A" organizations vhich have a basic interest in most of the 
activities of the Council, and are closely linked with the 
economic and social life of the areas which they represent; 

"B" organizations which have a special competence but are con-
cerned specifically with only a few of the fields of activity-
covered by the Council； 

"С" - organizations which are primarily concerned with the develop-
ment of public opinion and with the dissemination of 
information. 

4 It is the practice of the Economic and Social Council to refer to 
the appropriate specialized agency non-governmental organizations 
which desire to enter into relations with the Council but whose activi-
ties lie mainly within the domain of a specialized agency. If WHO were 
to exclude, because of its "sectional" character, an organization con-
cerned with health which would be eligible for relations with the 
Council, the divergence of principles might cause difficulty. 

The Council has established relations with several such organiza-
tions ,for examples 

Catholic International Union for Social Service 
Consultati-ve- Council of Jewish Organizations 
Friends World Committee for Consultation 



5 A precedent for the establishment of relations with a "sectional" 
organization exists in the successful collaboration between the Interim 
Commission of WHO and the Unitarian Service Commission. This collabora-
tion continued an arrangement previously made by UNRRA. 

6 Precedents also exist for the formation of groups of organizations, 
as envisaged in the criteria established by the Health1 Assembly (see 
paragraph 2 above). UNRRA encouraged the formation, in several coun-
tries， of councils of voluntary foreign relief agencies. The Councils 
co-ordinated the activities of such agencies and provided liaison with 
goyerment offices and with UNRRâ. (UNRRá document DGR 10, page 120). 
The organizations which have consultative relations with the Economic 
and Social Council have formed an Interim Committee of Consultative Non-
governmental Organisations to discuss matters arising from their relations 
with the Council and with specialized agencies. 

7 In the interest of effective collaboration with non-governmental 
organizations, the Director-Goneral suggests that the Board may wish to 
bear in mind the following considerations: 

7.1 Desirability of imposing no more restrictions than are necessary 
to ensure that organizations which are brought into relation with WHO 
are responsible, representative and able to contribute to the work of 
WHO in a specific field; 

7.2 Necessity, for constitutional and practical reasons, to reject 
requests for relations received from: 

7.2.1 organizations which work mainly or exclusively for the benefit 
of a specific racials religious, political or other group (since colla-
boration with such an organization might expose WHO to the charge of 
discrimination); and 

7.2.2 organizations which are non-representative because of their 
"doctrinal" character - e.g., vegetarians, prohibitionists, various 
evangelistic groups (since such organizations are committed to a course 
of action which may be of doubtful scientific value, may violate the 
principle of non-discrimination, or may involve WHO in conflicts between 
different racial, religious or other groups);. 



7»3 Desirability of encouraging, in pursuance of the decision of the 
first Health Assembly^ the formation of joint committees or other bodies 
authorized to act for a group of non-governmental organizations which 
are working in a given field. 

7.4 Possibility that WHO might collaboratej in appropriate technical 
projects and under ad hoc working arrangements3 with "sectional" non-
governmental organizations which are not eligible to be brought into 
full relations with WHO. 

8 It is the opinion of the Dire с t or-Ge ne ral that the terms of reference 
laid down by the Charter of the United Nations, the Constitution of 観0 
and the decisions of the first Health Assembly, permit several alternat-
ive decisions 5 

8.1 To exclude "sectional" organisations from relations with WHO; 

8.2 To permit collaboration with such organizations in appropriate 
technical projects under ad hoc working arrangements which should be 
concluded for limited periods of time at the discretion of the Director-
General» 

8.3 • To admit "sectional" organizations to full official relations with 
WHO, providing that their work makes a substantial contribution to the 
aims of the Organization and that they are not "non-representative" in 
the sense defined under paragraph 7.2 above. 

9 In case none of the above-mentioned alternatives are found accept-
able, the Board may wish to recommend that the second Health Assembly 
modify the criteria set forth in document к/Ь29 in order: 

9*1 To create a special category of non-governmental organizations 
("sectional" organizations) and define the relations which may be 
established between WHO and such organizations; or 

9«2 To define the conditions under which the Director-General is 
authorized to collaborate "with non-governmental organizations which do 
not fulfil.. all the criteria required for relations with T/ÎHO. 



2. Internationa]. Non-governmental Organizations 
not mainly concerned with Health . 

The Executive Board also decided to place on the Agenda of its 
third session the problem of relations with international non-govern-
mental organizations which агз not mainly concerned with questions of 
health. 

There are many important organizations whose main activities lie ‘ 
in such fields as social welfare, labour, the guidance to young people, 
and which are interested in the health problems of felevant groups of 
the population. Suoh organizations, e.g., the World Federation, of 
Trade Unions, the American Federation of Labour, the World YWCA, the 
YMCA, may m^ce substantial contributions to health through specific 
programmes and through the education of the public. 

A number of such organizations have consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council, and may bring up through that channel 
problems related to health. For this reason and because of the con-
structive role which these organizations can play, Ш 0 might appro-
priately establish relations with them when specific questions of 
mutual interest arise. It is suggested that the Board consider the 
advisability of applying to organizations which are not mainly concerned 
with health principles similar to those which it adopts to govern the 
relations of ’ _ with "sectional" organizations. 
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On page 1, paragraph 2.2, for the reference to document A;62 
please substitute Off.Rec.WHO 13. p.252» 

On page 2, paragraph 4, for the first sentence please 
substitute 

"The Economic and Social Council found it preferable not to 
grant consultative status to organizations the aims of which are 
within the field of activities of specialized agencies, 

SONSEIL EXECUTIF EB3/25 CORR,1 

RELATIONS AVEC LES ORGANISATIONS SPECIALES ET IES 
OilGJBISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES D^ ÇARAOTERE；. 

INTERNATIONAL QUI NE S'OCCUPENT PAS ESSENTIELLEMENT-' 
DES QUESTIONS DE SANTE 

CORRIGENTA 

A la page 1, paragraphe 2.2, prière de substituer au renvoi au 
doctiment A/62 la mention "Actes off. OMS 13, page 252". 

A la page 2, paragraphe 4, prière de substituer à la première 
phrase le texte suivant: 

"Le Conseil économique et social a jugé préférable de ne pas 
accorder le caractère consultatif aux organisations dont les buts 
rentrent dans la sphère d'activité des institutions spécialiséees." 

CORRIGENDA 
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