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The Secretariat of the UN has been asked, to prepare documentation 

on the Declaration of the Ri^its of the Child； commonly кпото as the 

"Declaration of Geneva", "with particular reference to the amendments 

cr additions which might be necessary with a view to its adoption as 

the "United Nations Children^ Charter" » 

In its preparatory statement on this question，the Division of 

Social Activities drew attention to the parallel between the circum-

stances in iwhioh the Save the Children International Union had proclaimed 

the Declaration of Geneva in 1923, subsequently adopted by the League of 

Nationsj and the present二situation) which pointed to the desirability 

of the adoption by the United Nations of a Children's Charter. The 

statement goes on to say that the Declaration of Geneva had been "widely 

disseminated and translated and had been adopted by many countries ； 

it had been constantly taken as a basis for new legislation affecting 

children. On the other hand, several other declarations and charters 

had been framed -which give prominence to certain points not explicitly 

mentioned in the Declaration of Geneva. 

The Division of Social Activities placed the following possible 

courses before the Social Commission: 

(a) To affirm the original Declaration of Geneva^ making only minor 

changes in the text, 

(b) "While maintáiingthe basic form，, a structure and content of the 

Declaration, to make substantial amendments and changes as would 

transform i 、 into a United Nations Childrenls Charter; 

(c) To fpame an entirely new Charter• 

The Director of the Division of Social Activities has asked.for 

the opinion of WHO oñ "ttie Declaration of the Rights o'f the Chi Id „ 

Since that time the Executive Board of the International Union for Child 

Welfare has prepared an amended draft declaration of the original 
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"Geneva Declaration" giving more emfiiasis to the principle of non-

discrimination, the importance of the family and of social security. 

The amended text (September 1948) reads as follows: 

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

‘ 

By the present Declaration of the Rights of the Child, commonly 

known as the "Declaration of Geneya11, men and women of all nations, 

recognising that. Mankind owes to the Child the best that it has to give, 
‘ • ' • • - . . . . • , 

• • • . 

declare it to be ti^eir- duty to,meet this obligation in all respects: 

•‘ ，’ .. . ； • . 

The ehiid must be protected' beyond and above all considerations 

of race, nationality or creed；. 

* • • • » ‘ •. . 

The Child must be giveti the means requisite for its normal 

developnent, materially, morally and spiritually, 
The Qiild must be cared for with due regard to the family. 

« • .. * -

The Qiild. that is.hungry must be fed; the Child that is sick 
‘ ‘ . 

must be nursed； the Child that is jiiysically or mentally 

handicapped must be helped; the maladjusted Child must be 

re-educated; and the orphan and the waif must be sheltered and 

succoured； the Child must be the first to receive relief in time 
‘ ¡ • • . . . . 

of distress.. 

The Child must enjoy the full benefits provided by social welfare 

and social security schemes ； the Oiild must receive a training 

iwhich'will enable it , at the right time, to earn a livelihood, 

and must be protected against every form of exploitation^ 

The Child must be brought up in the consciousness that its 

talents must be devoted to the service of its fellow-men. 

"While the above revised declaration of the International Union for 

Child Welfare forms a good basis for the UN Declaration of the Rights of 

the Child, because it is concise and imperative, it is believed that the 

Division of Social Activities, in preparing the final draft, should also 
. . • . • 

consider the principles embodied in the Constitution oí TOO and in the 

United Nations Declaration of Human,Ri^ts. 

Health has been recognized as one oï the essential human r i ^ t s by 

the Governments "which have signed the Constitution of the World Health 

Organization, The principles set forth in the preamble have direct 

relevance to the rights of the child, notably: 

"Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social 

well-being net merely the absence of disease cé infirmity，" 

11. 

111. 

IV. 

V. 

VI, 

"The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health 



. I s one of the fundamental rights of every human being, without 

distinction of race, religion, political belief^ economic or 

social condition." 

"The healthy development of the child is of basic importance； 

the ability to live harmoniously in a changing total environment 

is essential to such development•"， 

"Governments have a responsibility for the health of their 

peoples "which can be .fulfilled only by the provision of adequate 

'health and social measures•“ 

In matters relating to health, it is particularly important to 

recognize that a large proportion of the ri澳ts of the child can be made 

effective only if these rights are enjoyed by the community as a "whole. 

It is-not practical to provide selectively, for childrenroaly， basic 

public health services such as epidemic control, sanitation^ adequate 

standards of living and nutrition. Furthermore, special services for 

children such as school health programmes, maternal and child care centres, 

supplementary feeding, are usually most economical and satisfactory viien 

they function within the framework of the general public health programme. 

This principle applies even more specifically to mental health"ràiere 

the adjustment of the individual to society is a dominant factor» 

Over and above this^ the childls 'capacity for development -

physical,i mental and social 一 gives him special privileges ,. 

In order to obtain anything approaching an optimum state, it must be 

realised that education if the means of cultivating powers of observation 

and adaptability to environment -which are essential to well-beings 

The "WHO considers it desirable that the basic health services noted 

below should eventually be provided to every child, and that no effort 

should be spared to expand existing services along these lines, 
• . . . . • . . . • • • 

1Ш Physical health 

(a) Throu^i his community and his family the child, should receive 

protection from epidemics, assurance of adquate sanitation, supervision 

of standards of housing and food, protection to pregnant women and 

nursing mothers throu^i labour legislation and social assistance• 

The objectives will best be achieved by means, of consistent education 

of the f amily and other members of the commimity. • 

(b) As individuals children of all ages should receive, -without 

discrimination based on ability to pay, medical supervision and, if 

need be, medical care, . Health services should begin with the pre-

natal period, and continue throughout childhood until the end of legal 

dependency• Dental care, equipment for the handicapped and care of 
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bèhronic or infectious diseases should be included in the medical ‘ 

services• "Whenever possible^ medical assistance should be given 

through the familyç Facilities for recreation and physical exercise 

should be available to children of all age-groups. 

2 , Mental health 

(a) Through the community and the family, Vae child should receive 

protection against economic distress， by means of social insurance 

and related services ； advisory services in case of non.-adjustment 

both mthin the family and in the individual child ； the best 

possible substitute for family cate "where such care cannot be given; 

protection against social ills and abuses such as child labour 

(including undue responsibility at home) and prostitution. 

(b) Nothing should be allowed to deprive the child of love； 

the child #10 is separated from his family must nevertheless receive 

loving care« The child has a right to schooling sufficient to 

enable him to develop to the full his mental and creative capacities， 

to assume the place in çociety for TAiiich those capacities fit him, 

and to earn a livelihood• He should be given opportunity and 

encouragement to assume social responsibilities, at first in his 

family, later in the local community^ the State, and the international 

community. 

These principles are incorporated in the proposed draft î iiich is 

set forth below, “ ‘ 

The UN Draft Declaration of the Rights of the Qilld 

as proposed by the World Health Organization^" 

Recognizing that the Child shares the basic Ьглаап rvi^ts，applicable 

for him, as set forth in the UN International Declaration on Ншпап R i ^ t s 

and maintaining that, mankind owes to every Child the best that it has to 

give, the General Assembly of the United Nations proclaims the following 

Declaration of the Rights of the Child and declares it to be the duty of 

every nation to meet these obligations in all respects: 

1 , The Child must be protected beyond and above all considerations 

of race, nationality, religion， political belief^ economic or 

social condition, 

I I f The Child must be given Hie means requisite for its normal 

liiysical^ mental and social development by the provision of 

hmane care and adequate housing nutrition and education^ 

The amendments proposed by TfflO are underlined 



The Child has a right to the best care of its healthy 油ich 

is a state of complete physical^ mental and social well-

being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity• 

I I I , The Child should live m thin a family in an atmosfiiere of 

love and security^ î vfaich is incomparably the best environment 

for its development. If tiie Child is deprived of a normal 

family life, the community must provide it with a home i/vfaich 

produces as nearly as possible a healthy family environment• 

IV• The Child that is hungry must be fed； the Child that is sick 

must be nursed; the Child that is physically^ mentálly or 

socially handicapped must be helped; the maladjusted Child 

must be re-educated; the orphan and the waif must be sheltered 

and succoured； the Child must be the first to receive relief 

in times of distress. 

The Qiild must enjoy the full benefits provided by social 

welfare and social security schemesc The Child must receive 

through the discovery and development of its individual abilities 

a training #iich will enable it, at the right time, to earn 

a livelihood and to conduct its life in a mariner "which m i l 

enable it to become a useful member of society。 

VI• The Child must be protected against every form of exploitation 

andmustu be provided with adequate recreation^ leisure and rest. 

VII. The Child must be brou^it up in the consciousness that its 

ïïiaximum of achievement and satisfaction will be gained by the 

devotion of its energy and talents to the service of its 

fePlow-men• The ability to live harmoniously in a changing 

total environment is essential to the healthy development of 

the Child and must be promoted» The Child must be given 

opportunity and encouragement to assume social responsibilitiesy 

at first in its family and later in the local, the state and 

the international community• 

Reсommendation 

If the Board approves the draft declaration proposed above^ it may 

wish to adopt a resolution as follows : 

Thë Exéeütivé Boànâ 

RECOGNIZING the importance of the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child 

and of the principles embodied in the Constitution of the WHO and in the IK 

Declaration of Human Rights rnth respect to "the Child, 
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INSTRUCTS the Director-General to forward the UN draft Declaration 

of the Rights of the Child as proposed by WHO for consideration by the 

Division of Social Activities of the United Nations* 


