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1 The Health Assembly instructed the Director-General to explore 

the question of relations between the WHO and the International 

Trade Organization and to report thereon ’о the Executive Board.1 

In pursuance of this decision, discussions have been carried on at 

the Secretariat level and letters have been exchanged between the 

Director-^neral and the Executive Secretary of the Interim Commission 
* • 

of the ITO. The texts of these letters are set forth below. 

2 Letter from Dr. Chisbolm to Dr. Wyndhàm "White: 

"Dear Dr. Wiydham White, Geneva, 14 October 1948. 
"I have the honour to confirm my interim reply, dated 

29 September, informing you that I agree entirely with the 
suggestion contained in your letter of-28 September that an 
informal arrangement for co-operation between our two 
Organizations be made through an exchange of letters. 

"A precedent for such a relationship exists ih the 
arrangement between the ICÂO and' the WHO whiçh was approved 
by the First Health Assembly on 10 July 1948. It instructed 
the Director-Ckîheral to explore the question of relations 
between WHO and ÏT0 vdth' the Executive Secretary of the Interim 
Commission of ITO, and to report thereon to the Executive Board. 

"It adopted likewise resolutions on joint projects and 
on co-ordination, of which the relevant portions are appended 
as an annex to this letter. The Executive Board,of WHO, at 
its first session, empovrered the. Director-General in such cir-
cumstances as the Executive Board may deteAnlne, to enter into 
agreement with the Directors-General of other international 
organizations in order to provide for the： establishment of, or 
participation in, joint committee^. . :, . ；• 

"It is recógnisred that the ITO, or its Interim.; Commission， 
may be concerned "with matters arising under Article 2(f) of the 
Constitution of WHO, irtiich concerns epidemiological.añd statis-
tical services ； Article 2(i) which relates> inter alia, to 
economic or working conditions and to environmental sanitation; 
Articles 2(k) and 19, regarding conventions:açd agreements with 
respect to international heal^h matters ; .and Articles 2(n) and 21 
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which relate to regulations concerning, inter alia; sanitary 
and quarantine requirements, standards with respect to “. 
biological, pharmaceutical and similar products moving in 
international commerce, and advertising and labelling of such 
products. 

Accordingly, it appears desirable that each organization 
should be represented at meetings of the governing bodies of the 
others and at meetings convened under the auspices of either 
Organization, when matters of common interest are discussed.工 
consider that arrangements should be made by agreement for the 
establishment of or participation in such ；joint committees as 
may be required; that inter-seсretariat liaison should be main-
tairíéd, and that documents on matters, -of common interest should 
be exchanged between our two Organizations. 

"It is intended that this letter, together with your reply, 
should be communicated to the Executive Board of WHO at its 
second session> opening on 25 October 1948. I shall communicate 
to you as soon as possible the decision of the Board regarding 
the proposed arrangements for co-operation between the ITO эг its 
Interim Commission and the VfflO. •'>-.; 

Yours sincerely, 
(agd.) BROCK CHISHOLM,• 

. . . . . . . Ю , 
• « • 

A/49, P. 3-4 

"General Recommendation on Joint Committees 
"The Health Assembly directs the Executive Board to empower 

the Director-General, in such circumstances as the Executive 
Board may determine, to' enter into agreements with the Directors-
General of other international organizations in order to provide 
for the establishment of, or participation in joint committees. 

. • •* * 

Л/49, p. 4 

Joint Projects • 

"THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY resolves that, except in case of 
emergency, it shall be the policy of WHO to insist upon full pre-
liminary consultations with the other organization(B) concerned, 
and that a satisfactory joint survey shall be required before any-
such joint projects may be considered by the Executive Board or 
the Health Assembly.'1 

A/66, p. 3-4 
Item 12.3.9 General Resolution on Co-ordination 

"THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY ： ~ 
1) calls to the attention of Members the fact that it is desirable 
to take measures to ensure on the national level a co-ordinated 
policy of their delegations to WHO, the. United Nations and the 
different specialized agencie与 in order that full co-operation 
may be achieved between the Organization and the specialized 
agencies, and, in particular, to instruct their representatives 
in the Economic and Social Council and other organs of the 
United Nations, as well as in the governing bodies of the other 
specialized agencies, to use every effort to ensure the common 
study of reports and programmes of operation; 
2) requests the Director-General to give constant attention to 
the factor of the relative priority of programme projects, con-
sultation with the United Nations and the specialized agencies, 



and to consider as a matter of urgency the further steps which 
should be taken to develop effective co-ordination of the pro-
grammes of WHO, the United Nations and its organs and the special-
ized agencies," 

Letter from Dr. Wyndham White to Dr. Chisholm: 

21 October 1948 
"Dear Dr. Chisholm: 

"Thank you for your letter of 14 October 1948 (your reference 
966-1-1) agreeing with the suggestion of the Executive Committee 
of the Interim Commission for the International Trade Organization 
that arrangements for co-operation between the World Health 
Organization and the International Trade Organization, when the 
latter is established, should be of an informal character contained 
in letters to be exchanged between the two Organizations. 

"I note that on the part of the World Health Organization 
it is recognised that the International Trade Orgariization may be 
concerned with matters arising under Article 2(f) of the Constitu-
tion of the World Health Organization, vrtiich concerns epidemio-
logical and statistical services; Article 2(i) which relates, 
inter alia, to economic or working conditions and to environmental 
sanitation; Articles 2(k) and 19, regarding conventions and 
agreements with respect to international health matters.3 and 
Articles 2(n) and 21 which relate to regulations concerning, 
inter aliaj sanitary and quarantine requirements, standards with 
respect to …biological, pharmaceutical and similar products 
moving in international commerce, and advertising and labelling 
of such products. On the part of the International Trade Organi-
zation the Executive Committee of the Interim Coimnission instructed 
me to inform you that it recognizes that the World Health Organiza-
tion may be concerned with matters arising under Article 36 of the 
Charter for that Organization dealing with formalities connected 
m t h importation and exportation; Article 45 dealing with general 
exceptions to Chapter IV; and also perhaps paragraph 6 of Article 
31 dealing with monopolies established and operated mainly for 
social, cultural, humanitarian or revenue purposes. 

"In order to ensure adequate co-operation between the World 
Health Organization arú the International Trade Organization when 
the latter Organization is established, upon the functions of each 
Organization which are of interest to the other, it is suggested 
that the following arrangements should in due course be mades-

1. each Organization should be invited to be represented, in 
such manner as it considers appropriate, at meetings called 
by or under the auspices of the other Organization when 
matters of common interest are to be discussed; 

2. by agreement between the two Organizations consultations 
should be initiated regarding the establishment of such joint 
committees as may be required to carry out effectively the 
functions of either Organization vrtiich are of interest to 
the other； 

3. the Director-General of the World Health Organization and 
the Director-General of the International Trade Organization 
should establish such liaison between the staffs of the two 
Organizations as may be considered nccessary to ensure the 
most economic and effective performance of functions of either 
Organization in which the other has an interest; and 

4. the Director-General of the World Hsalth Organization and 
the Director-General of the International Trade Organization 



should arrange that such documents of their respective ü 
Organizations as are concerned with matters in which the 
other Organization has an interest should be made available 4 
to the other Organization to the fullest possible extent. 

"It is considered that in giving effect to the arrangements 
outlined above and in the execution of them, the Director-General 
of the World Health Organization and the Director-General of the 
International Trade Organization should aim at the attainruent 

.of a high degree of flexibility so as to avoid any unnecessary 
burdens being placed upon their respective Organizations. For 
this reason it is also suggested that the informal arrangements 
for co-operation which it is contemplated m i l eventually be 
made, should； be subject to revision from time to time by agree-
ment'between the two Organizations. Consultations for such a 
purpose should be initiated upon the request of either Organization. 

И1 note that you intend to communicate your letter of 14 
October 1948 and this latter to the Executive Board of the World 
Health Organization at its second session which is to commence 
on 25 October 1948. I shall be glad to hear in due course оГ the 
decision of the Executive Board upon the question T̂ iich is the 
subject of this letter. 

Yours sincerely， 
(sgd.) JEAN R01ER 
for E, Wyndham mite, 
Executive Secretary of the 
.Interim Commi.ssioru" 

4 Recommendation• 

In case the Executive Board approves the arrangements set forth 

in the above letters, it may wish to adopt a resolution as follows : 

The Executive Board • 

NOTES the letters exchanged between the Director-General of WHO 

and the Executive Secretary of the Interim Commission of ITO, 

AUTHORIZES the Director-General, pending final approval of these texts 

by the Health Assembly, to maintain relations with the ITO or its 

Interim Commission on the basis set forth by the above-mentioned letters; 

and RECCM£ENDS that the Health Assembly at its second session approve 

the continuation of relations with the Interim Commission of the 

International Trade Organization on the basis of the letters exchanged 

by the Director-General of the WHO and the Executive Secretaiy of the 

Interim Commission of the ITO, 


