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1. Collaboration with UNESCO in the Publication of Papers 

Presented at International Congresses 

The Yugoslav proposal that WHO collaborate ；vith UNESCO in 

the publication of papers prosontod at international congrçsses^ 

2 
was referred by the Health Assembly to the Executive Board• 

1Д General Considerations 

In view of the nandate of ШЮ and the working arrangement 

between WHO and UNESCO, > it is assumed that the interest of WHO 

is limited to medical congresses• Co-operation with UNESCO 

in this general field was begun by the Interim Commission and 

resulted in the formation of a joint Organizing Committee of 

the Bureau for the Ço-ordination of International Congresses 

of Medical Sciences»
4

 The committeg decided in April 1948 

that one of the fmictions of the Bureau should be"to study the 

whole problem of medical information, including the cirçulation 
5 

of documents resulting from the work of the congresses"* 

Several international medical organizations which are 

directly interested in medical congresses are represented on 

this committee• For that reason the committee, which is to 

meet early in Octpber, has been asked to give its views on the 

Yugoslav proposal* These will be submitted to the Board in 

a supplementary paper• 
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广；：In connexion with this now proposal, it may be appropriate 

to consider the following : (1) practically all valuable scientific* 

contributions, whether or not they are presented at congresses, 

find their way into the medical press； (2) not all the papers 

relating to a given raedical discipline are presented at medical 

congressGS； and (3) many congresses print abstracts of thQ 

reports submitted to them； thesо are available at present» On 

the other hand, it has been held that the most inportant papers 

presented at medical congrossos^ as well as the results of the 

congresses, should be md穸 available more fully and more promptly 

to the medical profession* 

1#2 Financial Considerations 

In the field of inedical sciences more than 3〇 international 

associations organize periodical çnngressGs, most of "which meet, 

at intervals of two to four years It may be estimated that 3 

to 6 congresses each year would need assistance in publication* 

It is not exceptional that 300 papers are presented at a 

single congress* Assuming that each paper is 4 pages long - a 

conservative estimate - the documents of one large congress would , 

form a volume of 800 - 1200 pages • The printing of such a 

volume in 2,000 copies, in one language only, would cost approximately 

$10,000 — $13,000, excluding editorial expenses. The cost & r 3 to 6 
• • ‘ -

congresses a year would be $30.000 一 7̂8,ООО* If’ in view of 

the international character of .the material, these publications 

are issued in two or more.languages, the cost of editing and* 
. . . . • - ' • . • . . • • 

printing would be almost doubled, and translation would involve 
6 . 

additional expense » 

The sum of 涉20，000 allocated.in the. 1949 budget for 

co-ordination of medical confesses is not sufficient to provide 

for any contribution to the cost of publishing the proceedings of 

congresses. However, a certain sum c^uld be set aside out of 

the unallocp.ted 170^ 0Q0 remaining at the. disposal of the Executive 

Board (see Section 2)# If such a decision is taken, the congresses 

should be selected by the Executive Board, but a rocommendation 

In connexion with the above estimates of. co^t, it may be noted :: 
that if the sum of 178^ 000 wore used for the provision of medical 
literature in the form of subscriptions (at $10" apioce) to medical 
periodicals already available, it would furnish subscriptions to 
nearly 8,000 periodicals* . 
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from the Bureau of Co-ordination of Congresses may be helpful for 

the selection. 

In UNESCO's draft budget for 1949 for the co-ordination of medical 

congresses, a sum of $5,000 is allocated for "contracts with non-

governmental organizations for programme services" and the following . 

interpretation has been added:
 f!

may eventually be used for publication 

of proceédings of congresses"• 

1.3 Policy Considerations 

The proposal for assistance to congresses in publishing their 

documents touchés upon the question whether "WHO should take full 

responsibility for the co-ordination çf medical congresses or should . 

share this responsibility with UNESCO^ Negotiations with UNESCO 

regarding this question have already begun* It is suggested that 

the question of.publications àïould be regarded as part of this 

larger question. It seems appropriate at the moment not' to make 

any direct proposal to UNESCO for specific collaboration, but to refer 

the matter to the Organizing Coramittee of the Bureau for tho 

Co-ordination of Congresses• The problem can be considered by the 

Committee independently of the result of WHO/UNESCO negotiations* 
‘ * 

1*4 Resolution 

The draft resolution will be submitted т/vhen the views of UNESCO 

and of tbe Organizing Committee of the Permanent Bureau have been 

received* 

2« Negotiations with UNESCO (document A/49, pape 2, documents S,8 and S!f) 

The first World Health Assembly has adopted the following resolution 

(Doc. A/49, page 2): "The Health Assembly resolves to instruct the 

Director-General to open negotiations with UNESCO for the transfer 

to WHO of responsibility for tbe oo-rordination of international 

congresses of medical sciences*
fl 

The estimated total cost of,this project in its present limited 

form amounts to $50，000 for 1949. The Assembly, however, fixed the 

budget allocation for 1949 at $20,000, which is sufficiont to continuo 

the irao/UNESCO joint activity：； but w-uld not be sufficient to enable 

Ш0 to take over the full responsibility for and the full cost of the 

project. 

The Assembly decided further that a sum of 翁70,000 w^uld be 
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allocated by the Executive Board to extend six prpgrammes, 

including the co-ordination of medical congresses* 

The Director-General of UNESCO was informed of the above 

resolution and was asked t^ express the point of view of UNESCO. 

His reply is expected in the near future and will be submitted 

to the Executive Board in due course* 
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ADDENDUM I 

1 Collaboration with UNESCO in the publication of papers 
presented at International Congresses 

The opinion of the Committee for the Permanent Bureau for the 

Co-ordination of International Congresses of Medical Sciences on the 

Yugoslav proposal that WHO collaborate with UNESCO in the publication 
1 

of papers presented at international congresses is set forth in the 

following letter received from that committee: 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
of the 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE FDR THE 
Permanent Bureau for the Coordination of 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 

Professeur J. MAISIN 
57 Voer des Capuoins, 
L 0 ü V A I N October 1948 

Dear Dr. CHISHOLM, 

lour letter of the 25th August last and the proposal submitted 
by the Yugoslav Delegation to the World Health Organization (TWHO Doc. 
A/31), were placed before the Executive Committee of the Permanent 
Bureau for the Coordination of Internaticnal Congresses of Medical 
Sciences, at its meeting held in Paris on the 8th and 9th October, and 
the following conclusions were arrived at j 

President of the 
Executive Committee: 

Document A/31 
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I. HJBLICATIQM OF PROCEEDDIGS OF INTERMTIONAL CONGRESSES ‘ 

With regard to this proposal, it was agreedi 

i . that ‘there exists a great need for financial assistance to 
International Congresses of Medical Sciences for the 
publishing of Congress proceedings, but the need for 
establishing an Organization of international editorial 
work was not considered an urgent necessity; 

ii that in connection with this, financial support for the 
publication of the proceedings of Congresses, should be 
allocated to congresses selected for that purpose； 

iii that the proceedings of congresses should be published in 
the original language with summaries in the official 
languages of the United Nations| 

iv that the participation of the Permanent Bureau in the cost 
of publication of proceedings -of Iiiternational Congresses 
of Medical Sciences should be. limited to 1/3 or 1/2 of the 
total cost to be decided by the Executive Committee； 

V The Executive Committee considered the importance of 
obtaining a financial allocation for 1949* for this, purpose, 
and submits the' iollowing estimate ôf thé cóst of one 
Congress proceedings^ not including, accessory .èxpenBësi 

'Fór 1,000 pages 一 at 2•POO copiesI Approximate cost $12夕000 

(taking as an example the estimated coét for the proceedings 
of .the ffiTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CANCER which:was held at 一 
St- Louis, in 1 9 4 7 ) . 

For your inforp^bi •:、工 can add. that international 
congresses have been announced to date, for the year 1949» 

vi that financial aid' towards the printing of Gqngrèss pro-
ceedings is one of the chief aims of the Permanent Bureau 
for the Coordi'mtion of International Congresses of.'.Medical 
Sciences (See Appendix "B". paragraph III).., . •••.;、 

工工• INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY OF CONGRESSES - OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 

The proposal in its original form did not meet with the. approval : 
of the Committee and it^ therefore, suggested^ that the Perinanenî 
Bureau should function as a channel through whiçh microfilms (other 
modern methods of technique could also be"used). of Congress .proceedings 
could be made available to those interested^ 

. . . . • ' : • 

The Executive Committee of the Permanent Bureau for the 
Coordination of International Congresses of medical sciences hopes 'that 
its. views thus expressed fully；answer the questions exposed in y our 
letter. 

Yours sincerely^ 

(sgd,) J. MâKIN 

Professeur J<> Mais in • 
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A d d a 

Resolution 

If the Board agrees with the opinion expressed below, it may wish 

to adopt the following draft reolution: 

. The Executive Board 

INSTRUCTS the Director-General, in collaboration with the Bureau 

for Coordination of Medical Congresses, when ithhas been 

established, to work out a definite proposal for assistance to 

congresses in publishing their proceedings； 

AUTHDRIZES the Director-General to use for this purprse a part cf 

the sum allocated for the cc-ordinaticn of congresses• 

2 Negotiations with РЩБСО 

The opinion of UNESCO with regard to the resolutirn adopted by the 

first World Health Assembly instructing the Director-General "to opon 

negotiations with UNESCO for the transfer to WHO of responsibility for 
2 

the co-ordination of international congresses of medical sciences" is 

expressed in the fcllcwing passage from- the letter from the acting 

Director-General of UNESCO, No. X,R. 59541 dated 25 Septembers 
"Co-ordination of Intornaticnal Congresses on Medical Sciences• 

I note with great pleasure that the Assembly recognised the 
importance cf this project

}
 which was initiated by Unesco and which 

became a joint activity of Unesco and WHO^ following the decisions 
taken up by the 2nd Session of the General Conference of Unesco and 
the 5th Session of the WHO Interim Gcramissicn% As the past months 
have shown, this co-operation has proved very successful in e very 
respect會 This is confirmed by the reccmmendaticn made to the 
Assembly by the Interim Commission (Document 3/7)• 

w

Thd following resolution passed by the First World Health 
Assembly, has received my attentions 

#
 "

 f

the Health Assembly resolves to instruct the Director-
General to open negotiations with Unesco for the transfer to 
the WHO of responsibility for the co-ordination of inter-
national congresses of medical sciences•

! 

""While fully realising the interest and responsibilities cf 
your organisation in this project and welcoming an opportunity of 
consulting with you, as regards any f\iture development in this 
field,工 wish to stress that Unesco has great interest in the 
project, the scientific aspects of i^ich fall within its sphere cf 
activities, and I feel it would be very unfortunate tc modify at 
this stage cooperative arrangements which have preved extremely 
satisfactory heretofore. 

Document A/49j page 2 
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"工 know we can rely on your full understanding of our 
pesition in this matter and therefore sincerely hope that the 
present arrangement can be contirnqd beyond 1949> when the 
Bureau for the Co-ordination of Congresses^ which is planned 
as an independent non-governmental organization to be brought into 
relationship with Unesco and VfflO by special agreement will be 
finally created. 

n

I am at your entire disposal should you want to dis cuss the 
matter more fully 

3 Conference for the establishment of the Permanent Bureau (Council) 
for Co-ordination of International Congresses of Medical Sciences, 

Preparatory work on the co-ordination of congresses^ as a joint 

activity of WHO and UNESCO has made further progress, À survey has 

been made of the organizations interested in the project and a list has 

been communicated to WHO for consideration. It is proposed that 37 

organizations be invited to participate as members and 6 as associate 

members• It is understood that acceptance of this list establishes no 

precedent as far as relations with WHO are concerned• 

Draft Statutes have been prepared by the Committee established for 

this purpose, with the assistance of both specialized agencies• bi the 

title of the organization, the word "Council" has been substituted for 

"Bureau"• 

The Committee decided that the Conference of all the organizations 

qualifying for membership s hould be convened in Brussels on 3 April 1949 

with the purpose of establishing the Permanent Bureau for the Co-ordination 

of International Congresses of Medical Sciences• 

4 Recommendation 

The Executive Board, in accordance with the previous policy of WHO, 

may wish to consider the following draft resolution reforring to items 2 

and 3 of the present documentj 

The Executive Board 

INSTRUCTS the Director-General to continue provisionally 

with UNESCO on preparatory work for the co-ordination of 

until the Bureau for the Co-ordination of Congresses has 

established; 

Tc prepare a draft Agreement with the above mentioned Bureau with a 

view to ensuring the necessary future collaboration and giving 

effect to the principle laid down in the relevant resolution of the 

collabordian 

congresses, 

been 
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World Health Assembly (Л/49, p.2), which aims at the increase cf 

the responsibilities of WHO in the cc-ordination of medical 

congresses; 

APHîOVES participation by WHO in the sponsorship of the conference 

which is to be convoked in Brussels in April 1949 for the 

establishment of the Permanent Bureau for the Co-ordination of 

International Congresses of Medical Sciences• 

AGREES that expenses for the technical organisation of the 

Conference may be covered cut of the sum allocated for Co-

ordination of Medical Congresses » 
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. ADDENDUM I 

CORRIGENDUM 

Page 2, item v, paragraph 3: 

Insert "six" before "international" to read: 

"For your information^ I can add that six international 

congresses have been announced to date for the year 1949." 


