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Atttie first Health Assembly, the delegation of Italy submitted 

a proposal (A/42) that 

(i) Members of WHO should send to the Secretariat as many-
copies as there were Members of "any periodicals and the most 
important works that are published in their countries on 
medicine and public heáL th"; 

4ii) the Secretariat should transmit one copy of each 
publication to each Member； 

(iii) each Member should place the publications so received in 
a designated central reference library; 

(iv) WHO should
 n

lend its moral and financial support" to the 
establishment of such libraries• 

The Assembly approved the recommendations (A/78^ p.3) of the 
Committee on Programme that paragraph 1 of the Italian resolution be 
amended to read as follows s 

(i) "That all Members of the Organization be invited to send 
to the Secretariat^ at their own expense, the most important 
periodicals and works on medicine and public health that are 
published in their countries in sufficient пшпЬег to provide 
one copy for each Member if possible" 

and that the proposal be referred to the Executive Board for study. 

The following observations on this proposal are submittedg 

1 Periodicals 

The totaJ. number of medical periodicals published probably 
exceeds 3000.土 A recent volume, of the Quarterly Cumulative 工ndnx 
Medxçus indexes over 1300 periodicals. 

3449 titles were listed in Periodica medica， 3 Aufl* Leipzig 

1937 — “ 一 



EB2/21 
page 2 

The expression "most important periodicals" would presumably 
include the leading general medical periodicals of each country》 
periodicals specifically concerned with public health， periodicals 
representing the. various clinical specialties, and periodicals 
devoted to the medical sciences - anatomy,，physiology^ pharmacology， 
etc. There woiild also be abstracting periodicals, and periodicals 
which, although not exclusively medical in character) deal with 
subjects of fundamental importance to medicine - e * g” biochemistry, 
microbiology-

If the number of Members of Ш0 at the > ̂ levant time be taken 
as 60j and the average number of "most important periodicals" from 
each Member be assessed at 10 (less in many cases， but considerably 
more in others), the total number of periodicals' concerned would be 
600, Some of these would be weekly, others monthly, others 
quarterly^ and a few published at other or irregular intervals* 
If the average frequency were 12 issues per year^ there would be 
7,200 (600 X 12) separate issues • 60 copies of each, "would be 
required/which would make a total of 斗 0 0 Q j

O
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 be handled 

per annum.. 
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For th:'.s additional staff, and a considerable expenditure on 
postage, would be necessary. Provision would also have to be 
made for a machinery for recording .arrival and despatch of periodicala. 

• • . . . . • • • . 

2 Books ‘‘；.
; 

The problem «of books is different ana much more difficult. 
It would be necessary for each' country to make árrangem-; uts for 
scrutiny and selection of all non-serial publications in medicine 
and related fields. In some countries this would be ..• very 
considerable undertakings 、 \ 

" . . . . . • • • . “ 

3 Difficulties in ottaining access to Medical Literature 
i ч !• i • hi — —in—ия̂ и т т ш т т ш ш ш " i n I — i _ , i ч ^ I • a — i w тштЛ i и i i • ' 1гч ‘ • • 一“_• __ if I • < ' ri “― П| ••! • > I nil ттпг "у-,-…iT •/_ >v»t _ i • ••••••••ii 

It is fully recognized that thei^e aire • serious difficulties in 
many countries in the way of obtaining access to medical literature* 
These difficulties are principally due to the following causes : 

3»1 Currency difficulties* This is probably the' principal cause of 

failure to obtain s orne periódicas and books，or to obtain them in 
the same quantity as before the ^ a r , : 

.....
:
..• , . • •.. ‘.,.,.... 

• ‘ .; ；‘. :,‘ ‘ ， . . , ， 

3.2 Paper shortage» , Some publishers of periodicals and books most 
in demand are fully using their .paper quotas, and are' unable to 

accept new orders from vvithin tKei'r oWu country óf Irom abroad. 

3*3 Library organization» There aré. fevf countries which cannot by 
some available means

 9
 obtain one .or more copias of a periodical or 

book required* Such periodicals or books mav be received by a partic-
ular University — or even departmental ~ library, and be available 
only to users of those particular libraries* It may be the case 
that workers in a particular department 辽re unaware that a periodical 
or book that tliey require is available in the library of another 
department in the same t o m u It "wou〕.d seem that many of the diffi-
culties experienced in obtaining access to medicл1 literature could 
be overcome by the establishment withxn the countries concerned of 
central medical libraries, or by the publication of ünión'catalogues 
showing the location in. different libraries of each medical periodical 
and book， and the establishment of a system of inter—library loans• 
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4 Agencies involved in exchanges of medical literature 

Several agencies are already involved in the problem of 
improving exchanges of medical (and other) literature.. 

4
#
1 UNESCO, The general question of exchange of learned periodicals 

and books, end of library techniques and organization, is a particular 
concern of UNESCO, which has established an International Clearing 
House for Publications and has recently 

"convened a meeting of exports to study and make recommendations 
concerning the best -methods o.f increasing m d improving exchange 
of publications y both official and others, between governments, 

• non-governmental institution? and research libraries* The 
meeting will consider the possibilities of achieving this aim 
through bilaterâl and multilateral intergovernmental agreements

y 

through informal agreements between national exchange centres, and 
through other channels*" 2 

4*2 Medical Library Association, The Medical Library Association 
(USA) has been very active in arranging the exchange between its 
member libraries, including some European libraries, of duplicate 
books and runs of periodicals* This is not the same as exchange of 
current periodicals and new books, but is closely linked to lté 

4參3 Rockefeller Foundation, The Rockefeller Foundation recently 
made a substantial grant to the Royal Society of Medicine (London) 
for aid in the rehabilitation of medical libraries in devastated 
Europe » The Royal Society of Medicine has applied this grant to 
the establishment of a microfilm copying-service，• for the provision 
of microcopies of literature not otherwise available

}
 and the equips 

ment of libraries with microfilm readers» The RockeJfeller 
Foûndation has also contributed in other ways to improvement of 
supplies of medical literature » 

4*4 National agencies» There are also various national agencies 
concerned in the promotion of cultural relations between their own 
and other countries, which donate medical (and other) books and 
periodicals and arrange exchange between their own medical (and 
other ) periodicals and those of other countries» 

4.5 “ WHO* 1H0 already has funds“for the purchase of medical books 
and periodicals for presentation where they are most needed. 

4.6 Others) Further inquiries would probably reveal that other 
agencies were engaged directly or indirectly in this field, 

5 Conclusions 

5*1 Need for further study* It is clear that, the problem is large 
and complicated, and that sevorail different agencies, intergovernmental

p 

governmental, and non-governmental, are interested in various aspects of 
it* Before engaging in any scheme for the exchange of medical litera-
ture between Members it would seem necessary that a survey should be 
made of (a) the actual‘posi tion in each country as regards supplies of 
medical literature

;
 (b) the reasons for any lack of necessary medical 

literature, (c) the most appropriate means for remedying such lack* 
It would also be necessary to distinguish between a real Lack, and an 
apparent lack (due to defective library organization) within the 
country concerned, and a survey might be of value in proposing improve-
ment of the utilization of available medical literature « Such a 
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survey might be undertaken in conjunction with UNESCO, and possibly 
other agencies* 

5.2 Criteria of selection> The number of medical books and periodicals 
published is vast, and the expression "most important" would not 
provide sufficient guidance as to which should be selected. If an . 
exchange scheme were initiated, it would probably be necessary for 
each Member to designate specifically the kinds of medical book and 
periodical (a) in which it was' interested, and (b) which i t was not 
able to receive by other means» 

5.3 Centralization of mailing arrangements» If an exchange schema 
were initiated, there would seem to be no advantage in setting up 
within WHO arrangements for receipt and redispatch.of periodicals# 
This would add an unnecessary stage in the machinery of their 
delivery, and great additional cost, and it would be simpler to 
notify the publishers of each periodical of addresses to be added to 
their mailing lists. 

With non-serial publications it would probably be necessary for 
WHO to undertake receipt and redispatch* 

6 Draft Resolution 

In the light of the observations submitted above, the Executive 
Board may wish to adopt a resolution such as the following : 

The Executive Board 

RECOGNIZES that there are in s ome countries difficulties in the way of 
obtaining necessary medical periodicals and books, and that the 
lack of such periodicals and books seriously hampers the develop^ 
ment of health services and of.medical education and research, 

INSTRUCTS the Director-General 

to send a written request to Members for information specifying 
any deficiencies in supplies of foreign medical literature, such 
information to include statements on (a) the principal causes 
of the deficiencies (b) the extent to which arrangements exist 
for the fullest utilization of available foreign medical literar-
ture by means q£ national ccntral medical libraries, inter-
library loans, union catalogues or other means; 

to request information onthe extent to which the UNESCO 
International Clearing House for Publications is concerned 
with medical literature, and to consult with UNESCO on the 
advisability of initiating jointly a survey of the needs of 
medical libraries in such countries as may express a desire 
for such a survey to be ipade * 
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C O R R I G E N D A 

Page 2, para. 3.2, line 3： "of" should read "or" 

pape 3： at the bottom of the page please insert the following 
footnote -

"
2

UNESC0 Bulletin for Libraries, 1948, 1, 237" 


