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HAFFKINE INSTITUTE； BOMBAY, AS AN 
DESTITUTE APPROVED FOR CARRYING OUT 

POTENCY TESTS ON YELLOW FEVER VACCINES 

Report by the Director-General 

The following communication^ dated 8 July 1948^ has been 
received from the Director-General of Health Services, Government of 
India, New Delhi； 

I have the honour to request that the Haffkine Institute
5 

Bombay, be designaged as an Institute approved to carry out 
potency tests of yellow fever vaccine for the purpose of 
Article 36 (11) of the International Sanitary Convention for 
Aerial Navigation, 1944, 

A statement from the Director of the Haffkine Institute 
giving details of the technique followed in the carrying out 
of potency tests of yellow fever vaccine and the facilities 
available at the Institute for doing this work"is forwarded 
herewith for information.. 

This communication was accompanied by a detailed description 
of the technique of potency titration practised at the Institute 
and by the following statement in support of the application: 

"Facilities available at the Haffkine Institute^ Bombay^ 
for carrying out potency tests on yellow fever vaccine» 

The Haffkine Institute has already been periodically 
carrying out potency tests for yellow fever vaccine 
according to standard technique since the year 1944• 
The Institute has special cold storage facilities and is 

"Sir, 

I am, Sir^ etco 
(sgd.) P,L, NIRULA 
for Director-General of Health Services" 
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the centre for storage and distribution of yellow fever 
vaccine for use in India, (including Indi ал States and 
Portuguese India)

}
 Pakistan and Ceylon < The certificates 

of yellow fever vaccine inoculation issued by this 
Institute have already reœived international acceptance. 
It has its own animal house which breeds its own strain 
of white mice as well as tho Swiss strain^ both of which 
are suitable for yellow fever vaccine potency tests.
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For dealing with such applications it should be.noted that a \ • 
precedent has already been established» Thus, during its Fifth 
Session in January -February 1948, the Interim Commission, having 
had for its consideration a similar application for recognition 
submitted by* the Governments of Singapore and Malaya in respect of 
the Institute for Medical Research, Kuala Lumpur, decided to refer 
the application to its Yellow Fever Panel。 

Thereafter, in order to implement the Gommisslon】s decision, 
tha Secretariat^ by means of airmail letters^ brought to the notice 
of each member of the Panel concerned in such matters a copy of the 
application, together with its supporting document, and sought advice 
as to whether or not the desired recognition should be recommended» 

In this instance, the Yellow Fever Panel having unanimously 
recommended that the Institute be approved by the Interim Commission 
for carrying out tests of activity on yellow fever vaccines; the 
Secretariat

 %
 again by means of airmail letters, approached each 

member of the Interim Commission with a request for his endorsement 
or otherwise of the Panel

1

s recommendation• 

Agreement with the Рале!
x

 s recommendation having been•signified. 
by all members of the Interim Commission， the Secretariat duly 
informed the Authorities concerned in this sense and, in the Weekly 
Epidemiological Record (R.E,H.7〇), published on 28 April, 1948," 
included the Institute for Medical Research, Kuala Lumpur, in the 
list of laboratories approved for testing the activity of yellow 
fever vaccines. 

•.. . . . . . . . . • • . 

In view of the fact that the time interval between the Interim 
Commission's decision to refer the application to the Yellow Fever 
Panel and the final endorsement by the Interim Conimission of the 
Panel

1

 s recommendation did not exceed two months； it is suggested 
that the procedure approved by the Commission for dealing with such 
applications might well be adopted by the Executive Board- in the 
present instance and in respect of future applications• 

The Executive Board may wish to adopt the following resolution: 

. T h e EXECUTIVE BOARD s 

TAKING NOTE of the procedure already adopted by the Interim 
Commission with regard to the handling of applications from 
institutes for approval to сагзу out potency tests of 
yellow fever vaccine; and 
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RECOGNIZING the competency of the Yellow Fever Panel to 
examine and advise on such applications, and further
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the desirability of according such approval to 
institutes which warrant it as soon as practicable; 
therefore 

INSTRUCTS the Director-General to refer all such 
applications first to the Yellow Fever Panel for advice 
and then to the Members of the Executive Board for 
approval# 


