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1. OPENING OF '1.'НЕ SESSION BY ТН PRESIDEATT 

OUV�.TUР 1 DE L�'��_ SESSI02d P.:.R LE PRESIDENT 

The P:ESIDEüТ: As your President I take great pleasure and honour in 

opening the Twelfth World Health Assembly. 

I want to welcome my friends, the distinguished delegates of the Member States 

of the World Health Organization, the representatives of Associate Members, the 

observers from the non - member States, the representatives of all the invited 

intergovernmental and non -governmental organizations, and the two representatives 

of the Executive Board of the World Health Organization. 

We are also pleased to have some very distinguished gentlemen here this 

morning and to welcome them. Two of them will speak very shortly. We are 

especially honoured and pleased to have Mr Dag Hammarskj�ld, the Secretary -General 

of the United Nations, who has had the courtesy to honour us at this opening 

meeting with his presence in spite of what we know to be extremely heavy responsi- 

bilities. The authorities of the Republic and Canton of Geneva are most welcome 

guests with us this morning - Mr Jean Treina, Vice -President of the State Council, 

Mr Victor Maerki, President of the Grand Council, Mr Lucien Billy, Vice -President 

of thе Administrative Council, Mr Robert B. Henchoz, President of the Municipal 

Council and Nr Charles Cornu, Procurator -General. The executive heads of the 

specialized agencies and other intergovernmental organizations located here in 

Geneva are extremely welcome - Mr David A. Morse, the Director -General of the 

International Labour Office, Mr D. A. Davies, the Secretary -General of the World 

Metereological Organization, Mr Pierre Pasquale Sрinеlli, the Director of the 

European Office of the United Nations, Mr James Read, the Deputy High Commissioner 

for Refugees, Sir Herbert Broadley, the UNICEF representative, Mr Tuornioja, the 



л12 /VН /1 
page 4 

Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe, and Mr Marcus Daly, 

Director of the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration. We are very 

pleased to have these gentlemen present this morning and we welcome them. 

T should also like to comment upon the death of one of our very fine comrades 

in the World Health Organization and to make some expression relating to this 

unfortunate demise. This is the first ssembly which meets after the death of 

Professor Andrija 5tampar, a man whom many of us in this Assemьly Hall have known 

for many years, not only since the Inception of the World Health Organization but 

also before the war, when he was already a leading personality in the field of 

international health. The death of Professor Stampar has removed not only from 

his own country, Yugoslavia, and not only from this World Health Organization, but 

from the entire international health scene, one of its commanding figures. I 

should likе on behalf of this whole Assembly to pay affectionate tribute to a man 

who believed - and acted on his belief - that all human beings have a right to 

health and well- being. 

If any of the delegations would like to speak I should be most pleased to 

recognize them. I recognize the distinguished delegate of India, Sir Ascot Nudaliar. 

Sir !:scot P 7D:LI1 (India) : Nor President, it is with a sense of deep personal 

loss that some of us who have been associated with Dr gtampar ever since the First 

World Health Assemlbly had its session in this city, feel that in the death of 

Dr S�tampar we have lost a great worker, a great leader and a great humanitarian. 

I well remember the occasion when Dr Stampar presided at the First World Health 

assembly and with what an amount of charm, dignity and conscientiousness he conducted 

the proceedings. His demise, sir, as you have rightly said, is not a lass to 

Yugoslavia only but to the whole world in many aspects of humanitarian endeavour. 

We wish to associate ourselves wholeheartedly with the sentiments that you have 

expressed in regard to the loss sustained in the demise of Dr gtampar. 
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The PRF зIDEPIТ : Thank you, Sir _mot . 

The delegate of Yugoslavia is recognized. 

Dr DJUЮ �OVIC (Yugoslavia): Nr President, ladies and gentlemen, in the name 

of the Yugoslav delegation I should like to thank warmly the President and the 

representative of India for the very kind words said in memory of the late 

V 
Dr Andrija Stamper, who dedicated his life, his enormous energy and brain to solving 

health problems, not only in his own country but in the world as a whole. Thank 

you very much. 

The P: ЕSш T: Thank you, sir4 

approximately one year ago, the World Health Organization held its Tenth 

Anniversary Commemorative Session in Minneapolis, in the United States of America, at 

which many of ;;he distinguished delegates here today were present. Delegates from 

all countries testified with sincerity and with conviction to the vital importance of 

international co- operation in the age -old battle аΡginst disease and for a better 

life. They expressed their pleasure and satisfaction with the work of `,НО. There 

was complete unanimity of support for WHO as an international instrument for "the 

attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health ". It was also 

agreed that we should not slacken our efforts, in spite of the results of our 

initial success during the first ten years, but should press forward even more 

vigorously to solve unmet problems and meet the challenge of new health needs. We 

should use the past as a signpost, not as an anchor. 

Each nation has a great deal to give as well as much to receive in our inter- 

national co- operation. Our people in my country were tremendously impressed with 

the sincere and earnest dedication of the delegates during your visit to my country. 
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This is a well- merited reflection on you as individuals and on the countries which 

you serve. 

The urgency of greater action in a number of vital public health programmes was 

emphasized at the Eleventh World Health 1�ssembly. These included changing the con- 

cept of malaria control to malaria eradication; the unfinished business in environ- 

mental sanitation; the challenge to the World Health Organization in research, 

research training, and improved communication among research workers of the entire 

world. 

The staff of the World Health Organization is to be commended on its various 

activities to stimulate, co- ordinate and assist governments in the malaria eradica- 

tion programme. Significant progress is being made. The soundness and effective- 

ness of the programme will continue to parallel the adequacy of programning� facility 

of operations, and level of financing. I hope there will be increasing interest on 

the part of governments of countries which are afflicted with malaria, and larger 

expenditure by governments for malaria eradication. 

The Secretariat also merits commendation for its activities in stimulating and 

assisting in the field of environmental sanitation. The attention of national 

governments was called to the importance of environmental sanitation in public 

health programmes. Huck remains to be done. Pin -pointing efforts to provide an 

adequate and safe water supply for individual communities should be an immediate 

objective of all governments. 

Each of you shares with me a keen interest in examining the Director -General's 

report and proposal on role in international research, as requested by the 

last World Health llssembly. Is scientists and health administrators each of us 
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recognizes that research is the life blood of our health programmes. We must 

constantly seek new knowledge at the same time as we apply existing knowledge. The 

Director -General, with his usual foresight and wisdom, has utilized the advice, 

judgement and counsel of outstanding experts from many fields of research, research 

training and administration in reaching the conclusions, principles and proposals 

included in his report. These experts have been brought together from many 

countries. This of itself is recognition that throughout the centuries advances 

in the health and medical sciences have come from imaginative and dedicated 

scientists from all over the world, not from any one country or region, 

The research programmes which HO would sponsor, stimulate or undertake would 

be designed to supplement rather than to supplant national efforts. In addition, 

these programmes would provide for balance among research, research training, re- 

search planning and scientific communication and information activities on a long -. 

range basis. I hope the distinguished delegates to this Assembly will support the 

broad objectives outlined in the Director -General's report, even though they may have 

some constructive cor'iments relative to the procedures for achieving these objectives, 

All over the world there are people who determine their own destinies and help 

to influence the health destiny of their own countries and the entire world. what 

they do or do not do as individuals and as members of groups with common purposes 

in the final analysis determines the present and future health of all people. 
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It is particularly appropriate that I0 should this year devote the technical 

discussion to the subject "Health Education of the Public ". The application of 

knowledge always lags behind knowledge itself. We must not be satisfied with this 

condition. One major reason, in my country at least, has been the lack of effort 

to secure professional and public interest in, and understanding and support of, bur 

proposals. This demands participation of non -governmental groups in planning and 

action programmes. 

Experience has proved that good health cannot be forced on people, but that when 

they are educated to the value of good health they work to secure these benefits for 

themselves, their families and their communities. One of the major tasks confronting 

public health tod:.у is the more effective application of methods which result in 

people wanting, demanding, and utilizing the skills and knowledge of those of us in 

the health professions, 

n example of health education in operation occurred last week in Washington, 

D.C., when the National Citizens' Committee for the World Health Organization sponsored 

the Second National Conference on World Health, This provided an environment in which 

more than 300 representatives from official and voluntary health agencies, the health 

professions and all the special interest groups could meet and discuss problems and 

possible answers to health problems facing the world today. 

No one individual group or nation created a sin`.le health problem. No one 

single individual group or nation has all the skills and knowledge necessary to 

provide the solution to anу one of these problems, but together, through the World 

Health Organization, we are most likely to find the solution. It is my hope that 
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the delegates here will accept the proposal regarding the "International Health 

Year" as a sound approach to national and international health. The times are 

particularly favourable, I believe, for a strong thrust forward towards our objectives. 

The importance of health as a basis for building a vigorous and peaceful world is more 

widely recognized than ever before. I might mention a few recent events which bear 

witness to this increased recognition. In mу own country, the United States 

Congress has given striking evidence of this awakening during the past year. The 

upper house, the Senate, for example, took the initiative in recommending an Inter- 

national Health and Medical Research Year. The Senate is now considering important 

legislation on international co- operation in medical research. :'L similar Bill is 

under consideration in the lower house, the House of Representatives. 

You will forgive me if I have referred to the situation in my own country but 

of course I am more familiar with the scene there than elsewhere. But I am sure 

that this international health awakening is not confined to my country. On the 

contrary, it is world -wide. This is evidenced in the action of the General 

Assemьly of the United Nations in proposing an International Health and Medical 

Research Year - the proposal which is on the agenda of this Twelfth World Health 

t,ssembly. Informal discussions at the United Nations General .ssemb y, involving 

delegations from all parts of the world, were enthusiastic and reflected a heartening 

growth of understanding of the social and economic significance of health in the 

contemporary scene. I would suggest that each country hold a national assembly 
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for the consideration of problems, their causes and possible solutions; in this 

way we could marshal1 all resources to move ahead in health. Some of the larger 

nations may find it necessary to convene regional meetings and finally one of 

national scope, in order to give proper attention to the thoughts and suggestions 

of all interested groups. Non•governmеΡntal groups, professional organizations 

and individual leaders have an important part to play in such an International 

Health Year. These regional and/or national meetings should be climaxed by an 

international conference on health held in conjunction with a meeting of the World 

Health Organization. The impact of such a marshalling of ideas and resources on 

world and national health would be tremendous. It is possible that such a cencen•. 

tration of effort would advance world health in a short period of time to a point 

that we might hope to reach in fifty or a hundred years under normal circumstances. 

L, climate of world opinion favourable to our objective places upon the World 

Health Assembly an obligation to move forward with firmness and despatch. The 

world expects us to take the leadership in health. We need to keep this obligation 

in mind as we approach some of the new proposals and opportunities that will be before 

us in the weeks ahead, We must keep faith with ourselves and with our constituents, 

who are no less than the people of the world. We must make sure that this Isseibly 

contributes its full share to the advancement of total health. We have the appor. 

tun3.ty to do so in our action on fresh proposals for research and sanitation, 

well as in strengthening ongoing programmes such as malaria, smallpox and other 

important fields, We have also the special opportunity to give form and 

character to a great world effor% in the proposed International Health Year, 
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I hope in particular that the research proposal put before us by the Director -General, 

on the basis of a yearts careful planning, will commend itself widely to the member- 

ship of the World Health Organization, and that it will win substantial support from 

all of us. You will, I an sure, find it stimulating and indeed exciting to work 

together in building a greater and finer programme. 

I should like to pay my sincere commendation to the other officers during this 

past year who have made my term as President a very pleasant one and a very stimulat- 

ing one - the three Vice- Presidents who were elected by the distinguished delegates 

of this Assembly last year: Dr Anouti of Lebanon, Dr Sauter of Switzerland and 

Dr Tian -Vy of Viet Nаm, I should also like to pay special praise to the two very 

distinguished gentlemen and able individuals who carried the two main committees 

last year: Mr Khаnachet of Saudi Arabia, who chaired the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters, and Professor Pesonen of Finland, who chaired the Committee 

on Programme and Budget. It would also be remiss if I did not express our sincere 

gratitude for the very fine support that we have received in this Organization from 

the Secretariat, Dr landau our very fine Director -General and his entire staff. 

I wish I could. express ..ore adequately my sincero thanks for the fine group . 

that we have in the Secretariat - for the progressive leadership Dr Landau and his 

staff have given to us, not just this last year but throughout the years, and for 

the pleasure of working with thет. . 

I should now like to have the pleasure and the honour of presenting to this 

distinguished Assembly the Honourable Secretary- General of the United Nations, 

Mr Dag Hammarskjóld. 
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M. DAG HAMMARSKJOLD, Secrétaire général de l'Organisation des Nations Unies: 

Monsieur le Président, me trouver parmi vous aujourd'hui est pour moi une vraie 

joie, d'autant plus grande que, l'an passé, les évènements m'ont, à la dernière 

minute, empêché d'assister à la célébration du dixième anniversaire de votre 

Organisation à Minneapolis. Dans cette circonstance solennelle, j'aurais voulu 

pouvoir, en personne, apporter à votre Assemblée le message où je tenais à souli- 

gner l'immensité des besoins auxquels répond l'oeuvre que l'ensemble des organi. 

sations groupées autour des Nations Unies ont entreprise en faveur des centaines 

de millions de nos semblables qui vivent dans des conditions inacceptables pour 

le monde d'aujourd'hui. 

J'ai visité, l'année dernière, nombre de pays membres de l'Organisation des 

Nations Unies et des institutions spécialisées. J'y ai vu partout le témoignage 

éclatant des bienfaits que peuvent apporter, et qu'apportent en fait, les services 

et l'assistance de nos institutions. J'ai tiré un particulier réconfort des 

exemples de développement national réalisé gráce à l'aide conjointe de deux ou 

plusieurs organisations et j'ai vu une fois de plus que, dans le monde actuel, 

les grands problèmes de la maladie, de la famine, de l'ignorance et de la pauvreté 

sont si étroitement liés qu'aucun d'eux ne peut être abordé isolément. 

L'enquête sur la situation sanitaire dans le monde, que votre AssemЫée a 

examinée l'an dernier et que votre Organisation publie en ce moment, illustre 

l'étendue des taches qui vous incombent. Elle complète harmonieusement et déve. 

lippe dans leurs détails les données qui, dans le domaine de la santé, figurent 

au rapport sur la situation sociale dans le monde, étai par l'Organisation des 

Nations Unies avec la collaboration de l'0MS et des institutions soeurs et que le 

Conseil économique et social examinera cet été ici, à Genève. 
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L'ampleur impressionnante à la fois de vos préoccupations comme de vos 

réalisations apparatt clairement dans le Rapport annuel de votre Directeur général, 

le Dr Candau, et dans le programme que vous allez discuter. La réunion des person- 

nalités qui composent l'Assemblée mondiale de la Santé est vraiment une garantie 

qu'une fais de plus cette Assemb ée fera valoir l'autorité directrice de l'OMS 

dans la lutte contre la maladie, l'amélioration des services de santé et l'avan- 

cement de la connaissance qui conditionne le progrès. 

Ce progrès, il faut qu'il s'affirme dans l'éradication du paludisme, dans 

le contrôle des affections transmissibles, dans l'assainissement, et, à la base 

de tout cela, dans l'intensification de la recherche médicale, De telles entre- 

prises représentent des investissements valables et découlent d'une appréciation 

correcte des besoins et des possibilités. Les ressources qu'il faut mobiliser 

pour assurer leur succès ne sont pas d'ordre seulement matériel. Il y faut encore 

l'intérêt et l'enthousiasme qui doivent présider à un effort commun. Telle est, 

à mon sens, la pensée qui a inspiré l'Assemb éе générale des Nations Unies 

lorsqu'elle a invité l'OMS à envisager une Annéе internationale de la Santé et de 

la Recherche médicale. Votre Conseil exécutif a déjà procédé à certains échanges 

de vues h ce sujet et je crois savoir qu'un plan va être soumis à vos délibérations. 

Je n'ai, par ailleurs, nullement l'intention de commenter votre ordre du 

jour. Je veux surtout vous dire que votre action pratique, tant par ses résultats 

directs que par l'appui qu'elle donne aux travaux de l'Organisation des Nations Unies 

et de ses institutions soeurs, est un atout majeur pour l'amélioration du bien -être 

humain, un des buts principaux énoncés dans la Charte des Nations Unies. Votre 
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programme actuel, certes, est déjà d'importance. Que dire de ce qui reste 

faire, sinon que tous les hommes de bonne volonté doivent espérer que vous réussirez 

à grouper, tout au moins un peu plus qu'elles ne le sont aujourd'hui, ressources 

nationales et ressources internationales et ainsi faire mieux face aux besoins 

sanitaires dans le monde. 

Soyez assurés que l'ensemble de l'Organisation des Nations Unies apprécie 

votre oeuvre et laissez -moi souhaiter que notre collaboration se montre toujours 

plus fructueuse dans les années qui s'ouvrent devant vous au cours-de vôtre 

seconde décade d'efforts pour la santé du monde. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Secretary -General. We are indeed honoured to 

have had you here with us this morning and to have had these very warm words of 

praise about what is being accomplished by the World Health Organization and the 

relationship of health to the other interests and concerns of the United Nations. 

I should now like to recognize Mr Morse, the Director- General of the 

International Labour Office. 

Mr MORSE, Director -General of the International Labour Office: Mr Chairman, 

your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, I am happy to be able to be with you 

today at the opening of the Twelfth Assembly of the World Health Organization and 

to wish you, on behalf of the International Labour Organisation, every good 

fortune in what I am certain will be a most profitable Assembly. I am particularly 

happy to be able to do this because over the past years WHO and ILO have established 

and developed close and effective working relationships and I know you will forgive 

me if I talk for one or two minutes about these relationships. 
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It would not be possible for me to appear before this Assembly without 

referring to the very striking similarities between our two organizations, There 

is manifest harr�юny between, on the one hand, Wills concern with all aspects of 

human health and, on the other hand, ILOts concern with all aspects of manes living 

rind working conditions. The :LO has always held that occupational health is an 

indiѕрепѕ.ъlе part of social well-being and we have striven for conditions -- for 

the creation of conditions -- that will protect and preserve the health of working 

people. 

Given such a large area of mutual interest, it is only natural that our two 

organizations have found many fields for fruitful co-- operation. Among the 

outstanding joint ventures in which we are concerned are the ILO лnIII° Joint Committee 

on Occupational Health and the ILO/WHO Joint Со шпittee on the =lygiene of Seafarers. 

Positive and practical results have come out of these committees, and for our part 

we look forward to a continuing productive relationship through these and other, 

less formal arrangements. I should also like to add that any statement, however 

brief, on the wide field of WHO /ILO collaboration would be incomplete without sincere 

and grateful reference to the work of the Director -General of the World Health 

Organization, Dr landau, whose gifts and whose vision serve your Organization with 

as much distinction in this activity as in all others 

The interest of ILO in the health of the worker goes back to its very earliest 

days and beginning. It was at our first Conference, held forty years ago, that a 

recommendation was adopted asking Member States to adhere to the Berne Convention 

of 1906 against the use of white phosphorus in lucifer matches, Since then the 

ILO has dealt with a number of hazards to the health of the working man, uсh 
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as anthrax and the use of white lead in paint, and has covered such broad subjects 

as the health and welfare of seafarers and the health of workers in places of 

employment. In less than a month the forty -third session of the International 

Labour Conference will consider the preparation of an international instrument for 

the protection of workers against radiation hazards and this underlines the fact 

that work in this field must also be continuing, for new technological developпΡients 

bring with them their own peculiar risks. 

This year 1959 marks the fortieth anniversary of the ILO. It is an occasion 

which turns our minds quite naturally to the opportunities and challenges of the 

future. Looking to the years ahead the ILO is no less sensitive than it was at its 

beginning - at its inception in 1919 - to the concept that its work cannot go forward 

without the help and the support and the co- operation of other individuals, persons 

and agencies. We are profoundly conscious that whatever contribution we might have 

made to the general public interest and to the integrity of the human person has 

been done in collaboration with others. It is this principle which is constantly 

being reinforced in the activity and constructive day-to-day co- оperаtion between 

our two organizations. 

It seems to me a particularly happy element in the relationship between the 

WHO and the ILO that, while their interests and work may often coincide, they can 

never really conflict. Our medical interest has classically been preventive 

and is confined to man l s personalit as a worker0 lours is univeersal, 

as our interest in matters of social justice and improvement is universal. 
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As the world and its problems change there will inevitably be a growing area of 

mutual concern and interrelationship between us, for though we may concentrate on 

different aspects we work together for the very same objective - improvement in 

the conditions and standard of living of people everywhere, the conditions which 

they can enjoy, we hope in freedom and in a world at peace. May I once again 

extend my best wishes to you, Mr President and members of this Assembly, for the 

success of the work that lies ahead in the weeks to come in what must be an 

unceasing and untiring struggle towards this objective. 

The PRЕSIDтТг Thank you, "r "?orse. We are indeed appreciative of the 

fine rapport that has existed between our Organization and the International 

Labour Organisation. We recognize the relationship between the two activities. 

We hope to continue and even increase this relationship and effective rapport 

between our two organizations. 

There will now be a recess for ten m nutes. 

The meeting was suspended at 10.45 a.m. and resumed at 11.05 a.m. 

La séance est suspendue de 10h.45á 11h.05. 
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2. АРРОтNТМТ OF СОМмITir'. ON CRE:OENTIАLS 

CONSTITUTION DE LL COMMцSSION DE VE`.�Т_FICATION DES POtNOIRS 

The IIЮЕNп: We will now reconvene је come to item 2 of the provisional 

agenda - the appointment of the Committee on Credentials. The President invites 

the Assembly to appoint the Committee on Credentials in conformity with Rule 22 

of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly, which reads as follows: 

A Committee on Credentials consisting of twelve delegates of as many 
Members ehall be appointed at the beginning of each session by the Health 
Assembly on the proposal of the President, This committee shall elect its 
own officers. It shall examine the credentials of delegates of Members and 
of the representatives of .'associate Members and report to the Health Assembly 
thereon without delay, Any delegate or representative to whose admission a 
Member had made objection shall be sсated provisionally with the same rights 
as other delegates or representatives, until the Committee on Credentials has 
reported and the Health ..ssembly has given its decision. 

I recognize the delegate of Czechoslovakia. 

Dr STICH (Czechoslovakia): Mr President, the Czechoslovak delegation has to 

draw the attention of the World Health Assembly to the abnormal situation consisting 

in the fact that China is represented in the World Health Organization by a private 

person who has no right whatever to represent the six hundred million Chinese people 

and the great Chinese States the legitimate representative of which is the Central 

People's Government of the Chinese People's Republica The Czechoslovak delegation 

would like, in the first place, to draw attention to the Preamble of the Constitution 

of the World Health Organization, w'_ti ch states that it is fundamental to the 

attainment of the highest standard of health of the people that the benefit of 
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medical knowledge be extended to all people: "The enjoyment of the highest 

attainable standard. of health is one of the fundamental rights . . . without 

distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition." 

We are therefore of the opinion that no political or other considerations should 

stand in the way of all countries being able to participate in international 

co- operation in the field of medical care. The Chinese Peopl &ts Republic is 

achieving, one year after another, greater successes in the construction of a 

happy life for its people. Tremendous achievements have also been made in the 

Chinese People's Republic in the field of the medical care. The developments in 

the field of international relations, as well, clearly demonstrate the outstanding 

part played by the Chinese Peoples Republic as an important factor for the 

promotion of friendly relations among nations. Therefore, there can be no doubt 

that the abnormal situation created by the fact that the Chinese Pеoplels Republic 

is being denied the right to participate in the work of the World Health Organiz- 

ation cannot contribute in any way to the good work of the Organization and causes 

immense damage to the prestige of the World Кeаlth Organization, to the effective.' 

ness of its actions, and to international co- operation. The Czechoslovak 

delegation expresses its regret for such a situation. 

I beg to ask that my statement be put down in the minutes of this meeting. 

The PRESIDENT: Your statement will be recorded in the minutes of this 

meeting. Any other comments? 

Mr YONG SHIК КIМ (Republic of 'Circa); Mr President and honourable delegues 

of the Assembly, I have the honour to invite the attention of the Йssembly to the 
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fact that Red China, which the Czechoslovak delegate just now suggested inviting 

here, is the very regime which is branded by the United Nations General Assembly 

as the aggressor,. due to its unlawful and inhumane military action in my country, 

Korea. In view of the fact that the regime is still defiant of every United 

Nations resolution, it is the firm belief of the Korean delegation that the regime 

should not be invited to this Assembly. 

The PRESIDENT: I recognize the delegate of Bulgaria. 

Dr GARGOV (Bulgaria) (translation from the Russian): Mr President, delegates, 

the delegation of the Bulgarian People's Republic considers it its duty at this 

session of the World Health Organization also to support the statement of regret 

made by our friend, the Delegate of Czechoslovakia, regarding the absence from 

among us of representatives of the great Peoples Republic of China. 

In truth, it is difficult to say yet that our health organization is a'�world" 

organization, when the biggest country in the world, where almost 25 per cent. of 

humanity lives, is not occupying its rightful place in it. 

For every public health worker the experience of the Chinese People's Republic 

in health matters during its ten years' development is of very great interest. 

Quite original and fruitful methods of organizing public health services have been 

put into practice in China. The thousand years creative work of Chinese medical 

men is now being thoroughly studied and co- ordinated with contemporary, modern 

medicine. In this way new approaches to the solution of a number of medical 

problems are being found. The health discipline of the six hundred million people 

of China calls forth admiration. ;, mass.movement for health consciousness is 

developing throughout the country and is striving to eliminate mice, flies, 

mosquitos and sparrows. 
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Many countries of the world have something to learn from the health services 

of the People's Republic of China, which is now giving an example of extremely 

swift development of national health services. 

It is a great pity that the World Health Organization is unable to use the 

example, experience and assistance of the health services of the People's Republic 

of China. For that reason our Organization, we think, must insist more and more 

strongly that the People's Republic of Chi_`'a should take its place here among us 

in this hall. 

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of Indonesia. 

Dr ANWAR (Indonesia): Mr President, the Indonesian delegation is instructed 

by its Government to say that it, too, regrets the absence from this Assembly of 

the Government of the People's Republic of China, which is representing a population 

of more than six hundred million people - the largest single one in the world. 

For years the Indonesian Government has recognized the Government of the People's 

Republic of China. A number of Indonesians have had the opportunity of visiting 

this vast country and of observing the achievements in various fields, including 

that of health. Therefore, Mr Pres iden .6, the Indonesian delegation, fully 

recognizing the role of our great organization as a pool of knowledge in the field 

of health, regrets that it is withholding from itself regular knowledge with regard 

to the health development of the vast population of mainland China. We are 

certain that many developing countries in the world will benefit from the 

experience gained in China. On the other hand, WHO could be of considerable help 
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to the hundreds of millions of people in China, armed as it is with a collection 

of knowledge in the field of health, from which are benefiting so many countries 

and millions of people throughout the rest of the world. The Indonesian delegation 

requests, Mr President, that its statement be placed on record. 

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of India. 

Mr KFIARKAR (India): Mr President, I rise to go on record on behalf of my 

delegation that we favour the view that the People's Democratic Republic of China 

should be a full -fledged member of the World Health Organization in accordance 

with the stand that we have taken all along that the People's Democratic Republic 

should not only be a Member of the United Nations but a full -fledged Member in all 

the organizations connected with the United Nations. 

The PRESIDENT: I thank the distinguished delegate of India. 

the delegate of Iraq. 

I recognize 

Dr RIFАT (Iraq): Mr President, my Government recognizes the Peoples 

Republic of China as the only government with the right to speak for the Chinese 

people. The fact that the six hundred million Chinese people continue to be 

unrepresented in the World Health Organization is regrettable and cannot but 

adversely affect the work of the Organization in the promotion of better health 

for all the peoples of the world. There is no doubt that the occupation of the 

seat of China by the true representatives of the great Chinese people is an urgent 

necessity in the interests of international peace and prosperity. 
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The PRESIВENT: The President recognizes the delegate of the USSR. 

Professor ZHDNOV (Union of Soviet Sосialist Republics) (translation from 

the Russian): Mr President, delegates, the delegation of the Soviet Union fully 

supports the opinion expressed by the Delegates of Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 

Indonesia, Iraq and India that the absence from among us of representatives of the 

People's Republic of China is of great detriment to the fruitful work of the World 

Health Organization. It is really, Gentlemen, a matter of deep regret that the 

place in the World Health Organization which belongs by right to that great world 

power, the People's Republic of China, is illegally usurped here by the Chiang 

Kai -shek clique, private persons who have no links with their people and do not 

enjoy its support. These persons are present here at this Health Assembly and 

are occupying a place which by right belongs only to the lawful representatives of 

China, appointed by the Central People's Government of the People's Republic of 

China. 

The interests of international co- operation on a peaceful basis, the furthering 

of which is one of the tasks of the World Health Organization, require that the 

legal rights of the great Chinese Republic should be respected. 

There is no need for me to repeat all that has been said here regarding the 

importance of the experience in health protection possessed by that great country, 

the study of which is of interest to at least a majority of those sitting here. 
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Therefore the Soviet Delegation expresses its regret that the Chinese People's 

Republic is still not represented in the World Health Organization. This is of 

great detriment to the Organization and has a negative effect on its activities. 

The Soviet Delegation, once more, and with insistence, points out these 

facts and states that the Chiang Kai -shek delegates who illegally occupy a place 

in the World Health Organization do not represent China and that delegates 

appointed by the Government of the People's Republic of China can be the only 

legal representatives of that country. 

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of Poland. 

Dr KOZUSZNIK (Poland): Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, the Polish 

delegation supports strongly the statements made by the distinguished delegates 

of Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Indonesia, India, Iraq and the USSR, concerning the 

Chinese People's Republic as the right and proper representative of the Chinese 

people. I would like on this occasion once more to stress the necessity of the 

attainment of the universality of our organization. In the opinion of my 

delegation ways and means must be found and conditions must be created to make 

possible the active participation of all countries in the work of WHO. That 

must be at least the great preoccupation of our executive bodies. 

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of Viet Nam is recognized. 
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М. BUU KIN' (Viet -Nam) : Monsieur le Président, Messieurs les délégués, en 

montant à cette tribune de caractère purement technique, je me garderai de m'aven- 

turer dans des considérations d'ordre politique. Aussi, me bornerai -je á faire 

une double remarque d'ordre technique. Na première remarque est d'ordre purement 

juridique. Il y a un instant, on a soulevé le problème de l'illégalité de la 

représentation chinoise. Je crois comprendre qu'en vertu de l'article 4 de la 

Constitution de 1'OМS, quand un Etat est Membre de l'Organisation des Nations Unies 

et qu'il accepte les conventions de l'OМS, il fait automatiquement partie de celle -ci. 

La République de Chine en tant que Membre de l'Organisation des Nations Unies fait 

ipso facto partie de notre Organisation. La question ne saurait étre discutée. 

Ma deuxième remarque se situe sur un autre plan. La question soulevée touche 

á la coordination des organisations internationales dans ce qu'elle a de plus dé- 

licat. Il ne nous appartient pas, en tant qu'organisation affiliée à l'Organisation 

des Nations Unies, de la devancer dans une discussion d'ordre purement politique. 

Telles sont les raisons pour lesquelles, à mon sens, il n'est ni indiqué, ni 

opportun d'aborder au sein de notre Organisation le problème de la représentation 

de la Chine. 
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The PRЕSIDENT: The delegate of the United States of America is recognized. 

Mr POPPER (United States of America): Mr President, fellow delegates, the 

United States delegation regrets that the question of Chinese representation has 

been injected into these proceedings by the delegation of Czechoslovakia and certain 

other delegations whose representatives have followed him to this rostrum. We are 

particularly sorry that the harmony and co- operation which should characterize the 

work of the World Health Assembly have been marred by such ill -considered and such 

groundless statements. 

Mr President, the United States delegation fully supports the seating of the 

representatives of the Government of the Republic of China in all United Nations 

and specialized agency bodies. This has been the invariable practice of the World 

Health Assembly. Since 1950, it has been the invariable practice of every organ of 

the United Nations and of every specialized agency within the United Nations system. 

In our view it would be most unfortunate if any United Nations or specialized agency 

group should even consider seating the representatives of a regime which departs so 

drastically from normally accepted standards of international conduct as does the 

Chinese Communist regime. 

Mr President, my delegation does not wish to engage in prolonged political 

polemics in this World Health Assembly. We would simply point out that the 

Government of the Republic of China is the only legitimate government of China. On 

the other hand, the Chinese Communist regime has a long record of contempt for the 

United Nations, its Charter, and its principles. This was demonstrated in its 

unrepented aggression in Korea, its action in the Straits of Taiwan, and its contempt 
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for the principles of human rights as exhibited in Tibet. No regime, Mr President, 

no regime engaging in such practices could have any just claim to recognition or 

sympathy from the World Health Assembly. 

Mr President, I would request that these remarks be included in the official 

records of the World Health Assembly. 

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of China is recognized. 

Dr CRANG (China): Mr President, my delegation takes strong exception to the 

statement just made by the representative of the Communist Party in the Soviet Union. 

The Government which I have the honour to represent is the only legitimate 

government of China and it represents the Chinese people in all the international 

organizations and conferences. The Chinese Communist regime is a creation of the 

Soviet Union. During the last decade revolts, rebellio '-.s and mass disturbances 

have occurred in widely scattered parts of China in the provinces and in the cities. 

The revolt in Tibet is but the latest and most spectacular which has come to the 

notice of the world. 

My Government is one of the sponsors of WHO and has remained a loyal member 

of this great organization. It would be unthinkable for members of this Assembly 

to entertain any notion that my Government does not, or cannot, represent the true 

Chinese people. 

I request, Mr President, that my remarks be fully recorded in the minutes of 

this meeting. 

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of Romania is recognized. 
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Le Professeur МARINESCO (Roumanie) : Monsieur le Président, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

la délégation roumaine considère que chacun d'entre nous peut avoir un sentiment de 

satisfaction en constatant que l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé enregistre chaque 

année de nouveaux progrès en ce qui concerne l'étude et la coordination des proьlèmes 

de la santé dans le monde, ainsi qu'un apport accru de l'Organisation dans la solution 

des principales préoccupations qui se posent à l'échelon international dans ce domaine. 

Néanmoins, l'efficacité de notre Organisation est freinée d'une façon sensible 

par le fait qu'elle ne couvre pas l'ensemble du monde et un pays immense en plein dé- 

veloppement, ayant plus de 600 millions d'habitants, la République populaire de Chine, 

reste en dehors de cette sphère d'activité. Ce pays qui a une riche tradition dans le 

domaine médical, ce peuple qui peut être fier de ses réalisations dans tous les sec- 

teurs, y compris celui de la santé, est empêché de donner sa contribution aux travaux 

de notre Assemblée et en général á l'activité de l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé. 

Est -ce que les résultats obtenus par ce grand peuple ne sont pas précieux du point de 

vue de l'expérience de tous les pays ? Est -ce que ces résultats n'intéressent pas 

l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé ? 

L'OМS a une mission de première importance. C'est de faire la synthèse des expé- 

riences médicales, de coordonner la recherche scientifique et de prendre des initia- 

tives de nature à améliorer la santé de tous les peuples. Une telle mission ne peut 

être accomplie avec plein rendement et plein succès si la République populaire de 

Chine reste hors des rangs de l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé. C'est pour ces 

considérations que je m'associe à ce qui vient d'être dit par le chef de la déléga- 

tion tсhécóslovaque et de plusieurs autres délégations, et je tiens à souligner éga- 

lement que le peuple chinois ne peut être représenté à cette Assemblée que par ses 

représentants légitimes accrédités par la RépuЫique populaire de Chine. 
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The PRESIDENT: I see no other delegations wishing to speak. Therefore, 

in pursuance of the power conferred upon him by the rule mentioned previously, 

Rule 22, the President proposes to the Assembly the following list of twelve Member 

States to serve on the Committee on Credentials: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 

Ethiopia, Finland, Greece, Guatemala, Lebanon, Monaco, Panama, Thailand, the Union 

of South Africa. If you like I will repeat these names to be sure that everyone 

has them correctly. (The names were repeated._7 / I: s noms sont répétés._/ 

Are there any objections? I recognize the delegate of the USSR. 

Professor ZIDANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from the 

Russian): Mr President, delegates, I propose that the delegate of Poland be included 

in the list. 

The PRESIDENT: I should like to refer the distinguished delegate of the USSR 

to Rule 22 which I read previously, which states, 

A Committee on Credentials consisting of twelve delegates of as many 
Members shall be appointed at the beginning of each session by the Health 
Assembly on the proposal of the President. This committee shall elect its 
own officers. It shall examine the credentials of delegates of Members and 
of representatives of Associate Members and report to the Health Assembly 
thereon without delay. 

The rest of the rule is immaterial to the point that Professor Zhdanov raised. 

The only way that I could accept the proposal of the delegate of the USSR would be 

to substitute Poland for one of the other members proposed by the President. I 

regret that at this time I believe this is impossible, and therefore I am proposing 

the initial list of twelve Members read to you twice a few minutes ago. I regret 

the necessity for this decision. I would be glad to have any further comment from 

the distinguished delegate of the USSR in view of my ruling. 
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I recognize the delegate of the USSR. 

Professor ZНDANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from 

the Russian): Mr President, delegates, in proposing that the delegate of Poland 

be included in the list of members of the Committee on Credentials, I was guided 

by the fact that just regard should be had to the geographical distribution of 

the various countries in composing this very important committee. It seems to 

me that there is this shortcoming in the list presented by our respected Chairman 

and I should consider it right to correct it by including the delegate of Poland. 

The PRESIDENT: May I mention to the distinguished delegate of the USSR that 

in the proposal of names for this Committee on Credentials I followed the 

geographical distribution based upon the regions of the World Health Organization. 

One might not have noted that, since I read the list in alphabetical order, but if 

one places these by the regions as established by the World Health Organization, 

I think one will find that each of the regions is properly and well represented by 

the proposed countries for this committee. 

If there are no further objections the President declares the Committee on 

Credentials appointed. This committee will meet immediately in Room X. Delegates 

will be notified on the resumption of the plenary by an electric bell. I now 

declare the plenary meeting suspended. 

The meeting was suspended at 11.45 a.m. and resumed at 1.45 p.m. 

La séance est suspendue de 11h.45 à 13h.45 
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3. FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 
PREMIER RAPPORT DE LA COMMISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS 

The PRESIDENT: The President now declares the plenary meeting resumed. 

The Committee on Credentials has just met under the chairmanship of Dr Clark, 

of the Union of South Africa, and I would like to invite the Rapporteur, Dr Boeri 

of Monaco, to present its report. 

Le Dr BOERI ( Monad), Rapporteur de la Commission de Vérification des Pouvoirs : 

Monsieur le Président, Mesdames, Messieurs, la Commission de Vérificatión des Pou- 

voirs s'est réunie le 12 mai 1959. 

Etaient présents les délégués des pays ci -après mentionnés : Argentine, Australe, 

Belgique, Ethiopie, Finlande, Grèce, Guatemala, Liban, Monaco, Panama, Thailande, 

Union Sud -Africaine. 

La Commission a élu le Dr B. M. Clark (Union Sud -Africaine) président, 

M. Olivero (Guatemala) vice -président, et le Dr Boeri (Monaco) rapporteur. 

La Commission a procédé à l'examen des pouvoirs déposés par les délégations 

participant à l'Assemblée de la Santé. 

1. Les pouvoirs remis par les délégations et les représentants des pays énumérés 

ci -après ont été trouvés en bonne et due forme, donnant ainsi à ces délégations et 

représentants le droit de participer aux travaux de l'Assemblée de la Santé dans 

les conditions définies par la Constitution de l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé. 

La Commission propose donc á l'Assemblée de la Santé de reconnaître la validité des 

pouvoirs présentés par les délégations et représentants des pays suivants : 
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Afghanistan, Argentine, Australie, Autriche, Belgique, Birmanie, Bulgarie, 

Cambodge, Canada, Ceylan, Chili, Chine, Etats -Unis d'Amérique, Ethiopie, Finlande, 

Ghana, Grèce, Guatemala, Inde, Irak, Iran, Irlande, Islande, Israël, Italie, Japon, 

Jordanie, Laos, Liban, Libéria, Libye, Luxembourg, Malaisie, lexique, Monaco, Népal, 

Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norvège, Nouvelle -Zélande, Pakistan, Panama, Pays -Bas, Pérou, 

Philippines, Pologne, Portugal, République Arabe Unie, Roumanie, Royaume -Uni de 

Grande -Bretagne et d'Irlande du Nord, Salvador, Suède, Suisse, Tchécoslovaquie, 

Thailande, Tunisie, Turquie, Union des Républiques socialistes soviétiques, 

Union Sud -Africaine, Venezuela, Viet -Nam, Yougoslavie. 

2. Les notifications revues des pays suivants : Albanie, Arabie Saoudite, Corée, 

Indonésie, Répub ique fédérale d'Allemagne et Sierra Leone, donnant la composition 

des délégations de ces pays, font connaître que les pouvoirs des délégués ont été 

envoyés. La Commission recommande donc à l'Assemblée de la Santé de reconnaître à 

ces délégations plein droit de participer à ses travaux en attendant l'arrivée de 

leurs pouvoirs. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you. Shall I express the sentiments of the entire 

Assembly in thanking the Committee on Credentials for its report ? 

Are there any remarks that any delegation would like to make on the report 

of the Committee on Credentials ? I recognize the delegate of the USSR. 

Professor ZHDANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from 

the Russian): Mr President, without going into the substance of this report. 

I should like to refer to my previous statements and state that the Soviet 

delegation will abstain from voting on the report. 
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The PRESIDENT: Are there any other remarks? If there are none, I assume that the 

Health Assembly accepts the report of the Committee on Credentials as presented by the 

Rapporteur. 

I recognize the delegate of the United Kingdom. - 

Mr MUSTON (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): Mr President, 

fellow delegates, the delegation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland wish to put it on record that, in approving this report, they do so solely on 

the grounds that the credentials concerned, considered as documents, are in order. 

Consequently, as the Assembly will be aware, this approval should not necessarily be 

construed as implying recognition of each of the authorities by whom the credentials 

were issued. 

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps I should reopen the discussion and ask if there are any 

other remarks that anyone would care to make, so as to ensure that everyone has an 

opportunity to speak before we pass on to the next item on our provisional agenda. 

I see no request to speak, and therefore we will pass to item 3 of the provisional 

agenda, which relates to the establishment of the main committees. 

4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES 
CONSTITUTION DES COMMISSIONS PRINCIPALES 

The PRESIDENT: In its resolution EB23.R59 the Executive Board, at its twenty - 

third session, recommended the adoption of a resolution reading as follows: 

The Twelfth World Health Assembly 

1. ESTABLISHES a Committee on Programme and Budget; 

2. ESTABLISHES a Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. 

Are there any remarks relative to this resolution? I see none. The resolution 

is adopted. 
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$. ElECTION oï+ uIE .�ОЛтIтт : ON NомIWтТоцв 
EL: ;C T IOiV DE L C011SwíISúIGN DES DESIGг1i,TI0цS 

The РRЕSIDЕNт: I now proceed to item 4 of the provisional agenda) the election 

of the Committee on omina tions . This item is governed by Rule 23 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the assembly, which reads as follows: 

o Health Assemb y shall elect a Committee on Nominations consisting of 
eighteen delegates of as many Members. 

it the beginning of each regular session the President shall submit to 
the Health Assembly a list consisting of eighteen Members to comprise a 
Committee on Nominations. piny Member may propose additions to such list. 
On the basis of such list, as amended by any additions proposed, a vote shall 

be taken in accordance with the provisions of those Rules dealing with elections. 

In accordance with this Rule a list of eighteen Member States has been drawn up, 

which I shall submit to the assembly. But I would like to explain that, in com- 

piling this list, I have endeavoured to give it an equitable geographical composi- 

tion. s the Committee on Nominations, like the Executive Board, has to consist of 

eighteen members, I thought that a good way of presenting the Assembly with an 

equitable geographical distribution would be to give the Committee on Nominations a 

membership similar to that of the Executive Board. In other words, in the list which 

I am going to propose to you, the distribution by 'MHO regions is as follows: Africa, 

one; the лmегicas, five; South -East sia, two; Europe, five; Eastern Mediterranean, 

three; and Western Pacific, two. You will note that this is precisely the same 

geographical distribution as in the Executive Board. 

I would like to refer again to Rule 23, which says that "the President shafl 

submit ... a list of eighteen Members" and that 'any Member may propose additions to 

such list ", if any Member so desires. The list I have the honour of proposing to 

the Assembly is as follows, given in alphabetical, not geographical, order: 
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Cambodia, Chile, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, France, India, 
Israel, Jordan, Liberia, Nepal, New Zealand, Peru, Saudi rirabia, Spain, United 
Kingdom, United States of merica , Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The list was read a second time. 
La liste des aya est lue une seconde fois. 

The РRESID3гΡ : .ire there any observations; or does any delegation want to 

make any additions to this list? I would refer you again to the rule which I read, 

and which says that although the President proposes a list, any Member may make 

additions to that list. 

I see no one wishing to make either observations or additions and declare the 

Committee on Nominations elected. May I suggest that this Committee meet immediate- 

ly in Room XI. 

According to Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly "the proposals 

of the Committee on Nominations shall be communicated to the Health Assembly ... 

two hours at least before the meeting during which the election is to take place." 

It is expected that the report of the Committee on Nominations will be distributed 

at 4.30 this afternoon in this AssemЫy Hall. On this basis, therefore, in 

compliance with Rule 24, the next plenary meeting will take place at 6.30 p.m. in 

order to consider this report and elect the President of the Twelfth World Health 

Assembly. 

Does anyone care to make any remarks before the meeting is adjourned? If not, 

the meeting is adjourned. 

The meeting rose at 2 pm. 
La séance est levée à 14 heures. 


