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1.

INТERNTIONАL

IIЕ.'

LТН

(Resolution ЕВ23.R72;

The DIRDCTOR -GEN

АL,,

DIСлL RESEROН YR: Item 6.8 of the amenda
Documents •ц2/Р&В /7 óc Add.1)

:-ND

i'

introducing his reports on the item (documents =.12/Р13/7

and rлdd.1), briefly sunimarized their contents.
In drawing up his suggestions on the content of the progгz'х

a

for the

International Health and iiedieal Research Year (document :12 /Ра /7, section 4) he
had taken due account of the emphasis given by the Health Assembly to certain

subjects in ''нО1s regular progrаmme of work, both as regards field activities and

research.

The underlying idea was to make the maximum use of the activities

envisaged during the International Health Year for intensifying

'•г10ts

work in those

subjects.

Drawing attention to the proposed timetable (section

5

of the report) he

mentioned that precedents existed for expanding the period of activity to, for
example, eighteen months rather than limiting it to one calendar year.

In accordance

with the stated preference of the United Nations General Assembly for the year 1961,
he was proposing that the International Health Year should start in Nay 1961, and

end in December 1962.

A progress report would

be

submitted to the Executive Board

at its January 1963 session and the final report would be reviewed by the 'Torld

Health Assembly in May of that year.
The United Nations General

Assembly had further suggested that the programme

should be primarily on a national basis.

It would accordingly be desirable for

the governments to establish national committees for the Interпational Health Year,
to direct the work at the national level.

А12/Рдев/Мкп/9
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In view of the coplexity and importance of the programme, he was suggesting

(section 6.2) that the Health Assembly should invite the Executive Board to

establish at its twenty-fourth session a consultative committee, to advise him on
the programme and the management of the

International Health Year and on the

co- ordination of international and national action.

Details of the estimated cost to WHO for temporary staff and other increased
activities for the years 1959 to 1963 were set out in section 7.2 of document

Al2/Р&в/7 and further elaborated in the addendum to that document.
The unanimous adoption of the United Nations General Assembly resolution

the subject showed the general interest of all countries in the project.

on

It was

with that consideration in mind and on the basis of the Executive Board's directives
that his suggestions had boon formulated.

It was opon to the Health Assembly to

change or modify the proposals in any way it might deem desirable.

Dr MOORE, representative of the Exeoutive Doard, said he had little to add to
the Director -General's introductory statement.

The proposal to hold an Internationa:

Health and Medical Research Year had been discussed by the Board at its twenty -third
session, when it had heard a statement on the subject by a representative of the

United States Government.

&

\ftеr a lengthy discussion, the Board had adopted

resolution EB23.R72, to provide guidance to the Director -General in drawing up the
more definite recommendations now before the Health :Lssombly.

1цх/Р&в/Мd.n/9
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Dr исGUINNESS (United States of 1Эmerica) said that the United States delegation

was enthusiastic in its support for the proposal to hold an International Health and
Medical Research Year;

it further endorsed the proposals of the Director -General

regarding the financing of such a year, as outlined in document 1112/Р&cB/7.
The United States Chief Delegate, in his address as outgoing President of the

Health Assembly, had expressed the hope that the proposal would be adopted as a
sound approach to national and international health and had proposed that the

International Health Year should be made the occasion for the holding of a national

health assembly in every country of the world, preceded in larger countries like the
United States of лйюrica by local assemblies.

Those national assemblies would

present an opportunity for each nation to re..examine with renewed vigour its own

particular health needs, resources and opportunities.

The fruits.of that assessment

would then be applied in the development of national health goals and of programmes
for their attainment.

Such matters as malaria eradication, smallpox eradication

and the provision of piped water supplies might find

a part

in those programmes, as

suggested by the Director -General.
The United States delegation believed that the goals set should be realistic

and capable

of attainment in a relatively short period of timo, say, ten years, after

which it would be logical to reassess the position and establish new goals.
goals were established and plans for their

attainдΡзΡent

Once

outlined, it would be necessary

to determine how much Of the resources needed for the work could be furnished by the

country itself and what support, if any, might be required from international
sources.

4Uz/xtiв/rтin/9
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The pyramiding series of health assemblies might culminate in a world congress
of health, held in conjunction

with the World Health =assembly.

The congress would

bring toether representatives of all agencies - governmental and non -governmental and all disciplines that contributed to the advancement of health.

It would define

world goals by making a synthesis of the ideas that would flow to it from the
national assemblies.

Thus, the nations and peoples of the world would have a

clearer knowledge of the problems and opportunities that existed in health work a great sphere of

human endeavour.

The proposed International Health Year and the period of active planning prior

to its official beginning would obviously in themselves give a tremendous impetus
to existing health programmes such as those in malaria and smallpox eradication as

well as in the training of health personnel and research.
x.11

those results would, however, be in a sense by- products to the primary

benefit of the proposed International Year, namely, the reassessment of the world

health situation early in the second decade of Wн0Is life and the establishment of
sound health goals for all nations for the decade immediately ahead.
The role of

10 would clearly be a central one.

It would give leadership,

guidance and assistance to Member countries in planning their part in the
International Year, would serve as a clearing house for the results obtained, and

would organize the culminating world congress of health.
The United States delegation had prepared a draft resolution on the subject

for submission to the Committee.

+12/PWU! и^п//
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Dr MEТC�ILFЕ (Australia) avowed some degree of scepticism about the proposal

and the programme envisaged.

The eradication of such diseases as malaria smallpox

and bilharziasis wore not brought about by propaganda, but by hard work.

Moreover,

the eountriesmhere those diseases existed were well aware already of the problem

they constituted.

Ho would accordingly suggest that any funds which might become

available from sources other than WHO1s regular budget would be better spent by
.

expanding the Organizationts existing activities throughout the world.

Dr S RКISOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled that :article 55 of
the Charter of the United Nations stated that the United Nations should promote

solutions of international econoriiic, social, health and related problems.

It was

in accordance with those aims that the General Assembly at its thirteenth session

had unanimously approved a proposal by

the

delegation of the Ukrainian SSR for the

holding in 1961 of an International Health and Medical Research Year.

The

Executive Board of the World Health Organization, at its twenty-third session,

recalling that the objective of WHO was "the attainment by all peoples of the
highest possible leиel of health", had also unanimously supported the proposal.

The Soviet delegation expressed its sincere satisfaction with those decisions, which
had indeed been welcomed by international opinion in general.

During the discussion on the International Health Year in the Executive Board,
constructive contributions had boon made by the delegations of the United States of
America, France,Liboria, Brazil, India and others.

The Soviet delegation was

112/РêcB/Mиnf9
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convinced that the Twelfth

orld Health .Assembly would show a similar spirit

of co- operation and mutual understanding, particularly as the objectives of

the proposed International Year were to consolidate the successes already

achieved in health work, to intensify campaigns for the control of various
diseases, and to help countries to achieve maximum success with the minimum

expenditure.

Resolution 1283 (VIII) of the General Assembly invited the World Health
Organization to consider, in accordance with Article IV of the Agreement
between the United Nations and the World Health Organization, the recommendation
to organize, primarily on a national basis, an International Health and Medical

Research Year, preferably in 1961.

It was envisaged that the International

Health Year should be based on health and research programmes already in
progress in various countries;

the progress which his delegation was convinced

would be made during the course of the Year would therefore rest largely on the
positive results already obtained in those countries.
It was clear therefore that the ea-ordinatiлn and unification of those

efforts would be of great importance.

The General Assembly resolution had

indicated the forms to be taken by international co- operation and exchange of
knowledge and experience in health and medical research, and these included basic
forms of assistance to countries in which the health services are still inadequately

developed.

The resolution was in the interests of all countries, regardless of

social structure or features of development, since medicine was international in

character.

�U2,P&B/Min/9
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?'THO

had already done much to consolidate and expand co-operation between

countries;

in partinulаr it had broached the question of eradicating smallpox

from the world in the next few years,
of malaria.

as d

had undertaken the complete eradication

Mankind now had available effective means of controlling most known

diseases, but some of those diseases still claimed thousands of victims.

For

example, millions of people were still suffering from tuberculosis, malaria, trachoma,
and leprosy;

and great anxiety, particularly in hi;hly-populated countries, was

being caused by cancer

and the cardiovascular diseases.

The health services had always reflected the general level of economic, social

and cultural development in a country.

In the Soviet Union outstanding progress

in the health services had followed upon profound social and economic transformations.
Sо also other states in the world, especially the economically under -developed

countries, would overcome their economic backwardness, poverty and illiteracy, and

would achieve radical improvements in their health services.

This was, of course,

primarily a national tusk, but assistance from countries with well -developed health
services, exchange of.oxperience,

and international co-operation were also of the

utmost importance.
The International Geophysical Year had been an example of international

co- operation which showed haw the

co-- ordinated

efforts of various countries could

bring tremendous results at comparatively little cost in money and efforts.

Urgent problems for the International Health and Medical Research Year would
include the control of communicable, infectious and parasitic diseases, in the first

ti1,2/Р&В/мin/9
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instance malaria, smallpox, tuberculosis, leprosy, influenza and poliomyelitis;
the control of malignant tumours and of cardiovascular diseases;
of organization of Medical services;

the improvement

and effective help for the economically

under-developed countries in the solution of their national health problems.

The 'Soviet delegation

saw-

the International Health Year as consisting of two

stages - the first lasting a year to eighteen months;

the second a period whose

length would depend on the programme as carried out.

The first stage would cover

problems on which work had begun before or during the International Year and whose

solution was possible before the end of the Year.

The second stage would deal

with health and research problems requiring a longer period for their solution.
In the first stage must be included the completion of primary vaccination against

smallpox in endemic foci (revaccination where necessaryoould be carried out after
the end of the International Health Year);

the drawing up of plans and programee

for international measures against cancer and cardiovascular diseases;

the

organization in the economically under -developed countries of pilot public-health
centres;

the sending of teams to study infectious and parasitic diseases and to

help local health authorities with their control;

the setting up of a scientific

body to co-ordinate WHO's activity in medical research, etc.

In the second stage

of the International Health Year would come such problems as the completion ofthe

international campaigns for smallpox and malaria control;

the drawing of general

conclusions from the study of the world distribution of parasitic diseases,
the compilation of an atlas of such diseases;

studios, etc.

and

the study of results of population

й.12/Р&В/rlin/9
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The Soviet delegation hoped that the Тwelfth World Health Лssembly would
uxanimou.sly approve the decision to hold an International Year, and considered

that the tim&-table proposed by the Director' -General was acceptable.
Since the International Year was to be primarily on я national basis, and
it was therвfore essential to intensify international co-operation in health and

medical research,

Till

would act mainly as a co-ordinating centre, giving

general advisory assistance.

•

The success of the International Year would largely

depend on the work of governments and national health services;

carrying out their

nat-? on_al

in

and they, by

health programmes, would also contribute to the

solution of regional or world health problems.
Governments in many countries could also undertake to assist the health
services of economically under-de ©loped countries, for example,by organizing
'teams for campaigns against the согa unicable diseases, setting up pilot centres

for maternal and child health and health education work, staffing preventive and

curative establishments, holding international seminars and conferences to which
specialists from various countries would be invited, etc,
The USSR for its part could, during the International Year assist the

economically under --дΡ veloped countries, through WHO, by forming and equipping
teams of specialists for malaria and smallpox control;

providing consultants

to help organize centres for health education? maternal and child health, and

industrial health and supplying

iiisec ticides ant

smallpox vaccine,

Al2/Р8cB/Min/9
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The main co- ordinating centre during the International Health Year would of

course be the headquarters of WHO.

There was no need to organize complicated

machinery to carry out the necessary co- ordination.

But the work arising from the

International Health Year would require extra effort from the WHO staff;

and

consideration must also be given to the Director -General's proposal for setting up
a small consultative body,

consisting of outstanding persons in the health, social,

scientific and economic fields.
Since it was intended that the International Health Year should be organized

primarily on a national basis, his delegation considered that the resources for the
Year,

in addition to the sums allocated by governments for carrying out their

national programmes, might be made up of voluntary contributions from governments,

existing WHO funds, contributions and gifts of various sorts from national and
international organizations, etc.

It also thought that contributions

should be

invited from the United Nations and other agencies (the Expanded Programme of

Тechnical Assistance, UNICEF, UNESСO, ILO, FAO and the International Atomic Energy
Agency) for the assistance of the under- developed countries.

WHO might ask the

governments of such countries, when submitting their requests under the Expanded
Programme of Technical Assistance, to ask for an increase in the sums allotted for

health projects.
Some measures

countries

-

-

particularly those for assistance to the under -developed

could be based on voluntary contributions, in the form either of money

or of medicaments,

equiptrent or services of experts.

WHO should also call upon

international organizations, including the International Red Cross and international

scientific medical associations, to take part in the International Health Year.

А12 /Р&B/Min./9
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The Soviet delegation considered all its suggestions so far as preliminary

proposals.
It had certain objections to make to section 2 of document А12 /Р&B/7, which

dealt with the history of the question, and which was not in accordance with the
doc'imentary evidence.

The question of holding an International Health and Medical

Research Year had first been raised in an international organization on 17 September
1958, at the General Assembly of the United Nations, by the delegation of the
Ukrr.inian SSR;

on б November 1958 a draft resolution, proposed by the same delega-

tion, had been published.

On 7 November 1958 the head of the Ukrainian delegation,

in the Third Committee of the General Assembly, had made a detailed statement on the

proposal to hold an International Health

aкΡ�d

Medical Research Year.

This had

resulted, after discussion at the General Assembly, in the invitation to the World
Health Organization.

The proposal by the United States of America had however been

made only on 8 November 1958, i.e. it was subsequent to the рrоpotal by the

Government of the Ukrainian SSR.

The Soviet delegation would therefore ask that the

necessary corrections be made in section 2 of document А12 /Р&B/70
In addition, in view of the importance of ridding mankind of tuberculosis,

cholera and poliomyelitis,

the statements made by numerous delegations in the present

Committee on the need to intensify campaigns against these diseases, and the opinion

expressed at the General Assembly of the United Nations (document A /4010), the
Soviet delegation proposed the addition under section 4.2(a) of document А12 /Р&B/7 of
the following:

eradication.

cholera eradication, tuberculosis eradication, and poliomyelitis
It also proposed a reference in section 4.2(b) to research and

exchange of knowledge on the medical uses of atomic energy.

A1г/R&в/мin/9
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He requested that his statement be reported in full in the minutes and

published as a corrigendum to dooument Aî2 /Р&В/7.

In conclusion he expressed his

delegation's confidence that an undertaking so thoroughly in the spirit of the.
Charter of the United Nations as was the organization of an International Health. and
Medical Research Year, would be successfully carried out and would bring abundant

benefits for the health and well -being of humanity.

Dr SYМAN (Israel) said that at first sight the idea of
and Medical Research Year was certainly attractive.

ari

International Health

The soviet Union delegate had

eloquently described the great need for health work in the field and had enumerated
the objectives that must be attained by international co- operation.

However,

all

the activities in question were already part of WHO's programme and would in any

case remain so;

what was proposed now was that they should be intensified.

The

Health Assembly was already faced with numerous proposals for intensification of its
work;

he need mention only medical research, smallpox, and environmental sanitation,

as well as the need to complete the malaria eradication programme.

The question

arose whether the proposal now before the Committee would really contribute to the

more rapid attainment of the goals the Organization had set itself,

and that question

must be considered in relation to the considerable burden of special projects that

WHO was assuming in the present year.

А12/P&в/мin/9
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Regarding the actual content of the programme he also felt some doubts.

The

International Geophysical Year, which had inspired the idea, had certainly resulted
in great achievezents, but it differed fundamentally from the proposed International

Health and Medical Research Year in that it consisted essentially of an arrangement

whereby it was agreed to make simultaneous observations all over the world.
Reference had been made to the World Mental Health Year:

that again was different,

in that the purpose was to create a certain climate of opinion, and on one well -

defined subject.
In that connexion, he noted that the programme put forward fell into two

distinct parts:

disease control and research.

He wondered whether that was wise

from a propaganda point of view, and whether a greater impact could not be obtained

with a single subject.
He was not sure that the timing was very happy either.

Considering that WHO

was about to embark on an intensification of its research activities, it would be

better if the International Health and Medical Research Year could be timed as a
sort of overture, to that intensification.

With regard to financing, the Director -General's preliminary estimates provided
for an expenditure of over $ 600 000 in the next three years.

He shared the doubts

of the delegate of Australia whether the Organization could really afford that in
face of the many problems before it and of the need to find resources for the

intensification of medical research.
He realized the excellent intentions of the sponsors of the proposal,

and

wished only to stress that careful attention should be paid to the content and
implementation of the programme.

А12 /Р&В/Min/9
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Professor LUKAS (Czechoslovakia)

said that his delegation welcomed resolution

1283 (XIII) of the United Nations General Assembly and agreed with the main

proposals now put forward by the Director -General.
The most important task of the proposed International Health and Medical

Research Year would be to draw the attention both of governments and of the general
public to the fact that health protection depended not only on the activities of
health workers and the level of medical science, but on economic, social and cultural
factors that created conditions for a healthy life.
His delegation agreed that the work should be organized on a national basis, as
it could then be made to fall in with the health plans being drawn up by individuаl

countries.

It could serve as a means of helping governments to speed up the

organization of health care as well as stimulating research on the most serious
medical problems.

Regarding the choice of subject, he felt that it should be one of interest to
large regions of the world and for which international co- operation and exchange of

experience would

be'

important.

While in his own country serious problems existed

as a result of the increase in such chronic diseases as cancer and heart disease,

the main problem all over the world was the eradication of infectious diseases.

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) said that,

if he rightly understood the proposal,

it was to draw the attention of governments and the general public to certain health

problems so as to stimulate international effort to solve them, and at the same
time to make an assessment of the world health situation.

The year before, in

A 12/Р&В/Мјn/9
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Minneapolis,

the Health Assembly had reviewed the health situation of the various

Member States, and he considered it too soon to undertake a further such review.
For drawing public attention to health problems there already existed the institution
of World Health Day.

He noted that in the proposed programme there was a certain emphasis on research,

and he wondered exactly whet it was expected to achieve in a year.

Emphasis was

also placed on the eradication of certain diseases, but he felt that any extra

money that became available

wouzld be better devoted to the

existing field projects

against those diseases than to propaganda activities.

Professor KOSTRZEWSKI (Poland) thought that it would be useful for WHO to
suggest to governments participating in the proposed International Health and Medical

Research Year that their participation in the programme for the year should not be
confined only to direct health or medical research work.

The WHO Constitution

defined health as a state of complete physical, mental, and social well- being.

It

might be suggested to governments that they should prepare a broad programme connected
with health in that sense.

He was thinking, for example,

of health insurance

schemes, regulations dealing with maternal and child health,

industrial or occupational

hygiene, and recreational facilities.
Secondly, WHO might suggest to other specialized agencies whose responsibilities

had a bearing on physical, mental and social well•-being, for example, ILO, FAO and
UNESCO, that they should include in their annual programmes for 1961 projects

related to the programme of the International Health and Medical Research Year.
co- ordination of those efforts by WHO would be desirable.

Some

А12/Р&В/Min/9
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Dr DJUKANOVIC (Yugoslavia) observed that in its health achievements the

world was lagging behind its possibilities and opportunities, and an International
Health and Medical Research Year could stimulate the mobilization of all factors
calculated to acae1aratе the raising of health standards.

It could be made the

occasion for starting various projects in the control of communicable diseases and
the development of medical science.

Regarding the organization and financing of the programme, his delegation
agreed in general with the proposals in document А12/Р&В/7 and wished only to draw
attention to a few points that it considered particularly important.
Firstly, the International Health Year should be an action of governments, and
the drawing up of national plans was therefore essential to its success.

governments asked WHO for help in drawing up their plans,

If any

it should be given.

Since it was to be a national effort, it would of course require additional

appropriations in national budgets, and the fact that the undertaking was to be
endorsed by the World Health Organization would strengthen the position of health

administrations in requesting them.

However, governments already receiving WHO

assistance would naturally expect the Organization to increase that assistance in
proportion to their own additional effort.

That brought him to the main point he

wished to emphasize.

in document А12/Р&В/7 (paragraph 7.2)

The Director- General,

said:

As regards expenditure by WHO in this connexion, if assistance is
requested from the Organization, the necessary provision to render
such assistance will be included in the annual Proposed Programme
and Budget Estimates, under the funds concerned, in accordance with
the normal procedure.

A 12/Р&В/иin/9
page 18

So,

in deciding to hold an International Health Year, the Health Assembly should

realize that it might be called upon to increase the Organization's regular budget
for the purpose in the coming years.
increase;

he was merely pointing out that,

the Health Assembly should know from

itself.

le was not pleading in advance for any

',he

in the interests of financial stability,

start to what it might be committing

However, he did not expect that there would be any more difficulty in

obtaining additional contributions should it prove necessary, since the proposal
had been initiated and approved by the delegations to the United Nations General
Assembly.

Dr GOOSSrNS ;Delgium),

hile recognizing the generosity of the intentions behind

the proposál, felt he should point out certain practical difficulties, as well as

certain objections in regard to the principle.
On the practical side it seemed that the calendar was becoming overcharged with
special years.

The year 1960 was to be Mental'Health Year, and Health and Medical

Research Year would follow in 1961, and the years in question were to be twenty,
months long, not counting the years of preparation that would also be rеqui red.,
such overlapping it was doubtf�

l

whether she national hеаl.h authorities, who

everyone agreed would have an essent_al part to play, would be able to devote the

necessary time and staff to mаi»g the'International Health Year

a success.

On the matter of principle, he wondered whether the public would not lose

interest in special years if there were too many of them.
In short, he feared that the Organization might waste time and money better

devoted to the many tasks that it was already having difficulty in completing.

With

А12 /P&B/Min/9
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Dr HOURIHANE (Ireland) noted with satisfaction, from section 2.2.3 of document
Al2 /P&B/7, that there had been a feeling in the General Assembly, regarding the

objectives of the International Health and Medical Research Year, that "the World

Health Organization would be well advised not to disperse its efforts widely but to
confine itself to the tackling of limited and specific problems ".
He was not sure that the very expression. "edical :.research year" was not a

contradiction in terms.

Research work could not be.turnеd_on and off like a

tap..

Regarding the Director -General's suggestion in section 4.2 of the document that
the programme of the Internatioaal Health Year should envisage the intensification

of national action on malaria eradication, smallpox eradication, and the provision

of piped water, he felt considerable sympathy with the views expressed by the

delegate of Australia.

However,, the implementation of the second part of the

proposed programme, relating to research on cancer, cardiovascular diseases and virus
diseases, would assist in the task

-

whose. importance had been emphasized i

discussion of WHO's role in medical research

-

of securing co-ordination, of

the

effort

and avoiding duplication.
Finally, referring to the statement in section 7.2 (f) of the document, he.suggested that any voluntary contributions should be used not to expand public

information activities but to reduce their cost to

Wá:0.

Dr SHOIB (United Arab Republic). thought-the idea of añ International Health and

Medical Research Year was attractive, but the expenditure envisaged would be
prohibitive at a time when the Organization lacked fonds to complete its existing
projects.

А12/F&B/Miп/y
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Regarding the research part of the proposed programme, cancer, cardiovascular
diseases and virus diseases were not, in his opinion, the most important problems
of the age.
The delegation of the United Arab Republic was always in favour of budgetary

increases as long as they were used to provide direct services to Member governments.

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) said he shared the views of those who had expressed a negative
or reluctant attitude, especially the delegate of Israel.

The.

meeting was suspended at 4.05 p.m., and resumed at

4. ?О p.m.

Dr CAMERON (Canada) said he could speak with knowledge only of his own country,
but there he believed that the results of a Health and Medical Research Year would
not be commensurate with the cost of organizing it.

He was in sympathy with those

who considered that any additional funds available would be better devoted to existing

programmes, especially malaria eradication.

Dr WALDEYES (Ethiopia) said he appreciated the intention behind the proposal,
but was also aware of WHO`s varied commitments througho'it the world.

There were

cases where projects were being slowed down, postponed or abandoned for lack of funds.

Не therefore agreed with the delegate of Australia and others who had expressed

similar views.
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The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further comments, said he would give
the floor to the Director -General, after which the United States delegate would

introduce his draft resolution.

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL observed that, whatever might be the feeling of the
Committee, it would have to arrive at some definite conclusion, for the present

item was, after all, before it as a result of a unanimously adopted resolution of
the United Nations General Assembly.

That point having been made clear, he had some individual comments to answer.
The delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics had proposed certain changes
in document Al2/Р&B/7.

He did not maintain that that document was perfect

-

indeed,

it contained many weaknesses that had been pointed out in the discussion - and he

realized that history was very difficult to write;

but the history involved in the

present case was the history of WHO and so far as WHO was concerned,
occurred exactly as described in the document.

the events had

The letter received from the United

States of America had been dated 8 November 1958, and at the time of receipt of
that letter the proposal of the Ukrainian Government had not been placed before WHO,
but only before the General Assembly of the United Nations.

It was only when the

Ukrainian proposal had been adopted by the General Assembly on 6 December 1958 that
it had been brought to WHO's attention, in the letter dated 11 December 1958.

At

that time the agenda for the twenty -third session of the Executive Board had already

been prepared and the consideration of the Ukrainian proposal, as adopted by the
General Assembly, had had to be included in the supplementary agenda.
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Regarding the request of the Soviet delegate that his statement should be
added to the document before the Committee, he had to point out that that was not
possible.

The statement would be included in the minutes of the meeting, but only

in summary form.

Verbatim records were kept only of statements in plenary meetings,

and that rule could be changed only by a decision of the Health Assembly itself.

Regarding the comments that had been made on the.actual content of the programme
he put forward, he would point out that he had been guided by the resolution of
the General Assembly, which actually proposed a wider range of subjects than he had

finally selected.

The view quoted by the delegate of Ireland

-

that WHO should not

disperse its efforts widely but confine itself to limited problems

-

was only that of

one delegation at the General Assembly, and the resolution finally adopted did not
at all reflect it.

Hе agreed with the delegate of Ireland that research could not be turned on and

off like a tap, but the same applied to field work:

expected in a year.

not many results could be

The idea was not to carry out specific activities in one year,

but rather to use that year for obtaining an intensification of effort.
On the question of financing, he could only say that countries would have what

they were prepared to pay for.

He had understood that what was envisaged was a

programme of intensification of effort in all Member States and had budgeted in
accordance with all the work of co- ordination, compilation and so forth that would
be required.

All he asked was that the Health Assembly should decide what it wanted

and make it clear in the resolution it would adopt.
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Dr LARSON (United States of America) introduced his delegation's resolution,

which read as follows:
The Twelfth World Health Assembly,

Considering resolution 1283 (XIII) of the General Assembly of the
United Nations on an International Health and Medical Research Year,
whereby the General Assembly "invites the World Health Organization to
consider, in accordance with Article IV of the Agreement between the
United Nations and the World Health Organization, the recommendation to
organize, primarily on a national basis, an International Health and
Medical Research Year, preferably in 1961, and to adopt methods for
intensifying international co- operation, in this field ";

Considering resolution EB23.R72, containing the Executive Board's
views on the proposals to organize an International Health and Medical
Research Year;
Having examined the report of the Director - General containing
specific plans for the observation of the International Health and Medical
Research Year;
Believing that the observing by all countries of an International
Health and Medical Research Year would result in an intensification of
efforts in health and medical research work, and would thereby further
the objectives of the World Health Organization as established by its
Constitution,
EXPRESSES its appreciation and satisfaction at learning of the interest
displayed by the General Assembly of the United Nations in international
health matters, including medical research;
1.

DECIDES to arrange for the organization of an International Health
and Medical Research Year with the objective of stimulating, primarily on
a national basis, the intensification of international co- operation in
selected aspects of health and of medical research;
2.

3.

DECIDES, further:
(1)
that the International Health and Medical Research Year will
start in May 1961 at the opening of the Fourteenth World Health
Assembly and will end on 31 December 1962;

(2)
that the International Health Year will accomplish its objectives
through the holding of local and national health assemblies leading to
a World Congress on Health in association with the World Health Assembly;
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that these ássemъlies will address themselves to the needs, resources
and opportunities in the field of health in each country, with a view to
the establishment of goals and the intensification of national and
international action in the control of disease and improvement of health,
including such programmes as eradication of malaria and smallpox and the
provision of piped water supply as well as training and research;
(3)
the provision to render assistance if requested for national projects
to be carried out during the International Health and Medical Research
Year will be included in the annual Proposed Programme and Budget
Estimates, under the appropriate funds, in accordance with the normal
procedures;

(4)
that the additional costs to the World Health Organization
beginning in 1959 be met by the regular budget;
4.

INVITЁS Member States and Associate Members:
(1)
to proceed immediately with the planning and preparation of
intensified activities in the fields indicated above under 3 (2) and to
consider the desirability of establishing special national bodies for
that purpose;

to inform the Director - General of their preliminary plans in order to
(2)
enable him to produce a report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly;
5.
BEQUESTS regional committees to consider the question with a view to
developing regional action,, at their 1959 sessions;

6.

REQUESTS the Executive Board:
to establish at its twenty- fourth session a.consultative committee
(1)
to advise the Director- General on the programme and the management of the
International Health and Medical Research Year and on the co- ordination
of јntегiаtiоnаl and national action;
(2)

7.

to keep the subject under review;

REQUESTS the Director -General:
to proceed with the preparation of and arrangements for the holding
of the International Health and Medical Research Year, in accordance with
the plans laid down in his report;
(1)

to prepare on the basis of national plans as received by him a
detailed programme for consideration and approval of the Thirteenth
World Health Assembly;
(2)

to inform the Economic and Social Council at its twenty - eighth session
and the General Assembly at its fourteenth session of the action taken in
connexion with the International Health and Medical Research Year.
(3)
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Dr METCALFE (Australia), referring to sub- paragraph 3 (4) of the draft
resolution, said his delegation wished for an assurance that if such; a provision
was accepted there would be no diminution in the funds available for the Organization's

regular activities,

such as communicable disease control, which were far more

important than the proposed International Health and Medical Research Year.

The DIRECTOR - GENERAL sai4Х tr.at he would need a little time to investigate the
point referred to by the Austra�.dan delegate, since the proposal as presented in the

draft resolution differed from that presented in document А12 /Р&В/7 Add.l.

Dr SARКISOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that in referring to the
omission, in section 2 of document А12 /Р&В/7, of any reference to the proposal made

in the General Assembly of the United Nations by the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, his concern had been only to establish the true facts.

That proposal had

been made before the adoption of the General Assembly resolution quoted in the
preamble of the draft resolution before the Committee.

The substance of the draft

resolution appeared at first glance to be acceptable, but it would be regrettable if
it contained no reference to the proposal made by the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Republic, which had been the origin of the United Nations decision.

He proposed,

therefore, that the draft resolution should be amended to include such a referenoe.

The CHAIRMAN asked the delegate of the Soviet Union to submit his amendment
in writing.

Dr SHOIB (United Arab Republic) asked whether, by the adoption of the draft
resolution, the Committee would be automatically adopting the proposal made by the

Director - General in document А12/Р&В/Т Add.l.
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The CHAIRMAN said that was his understanding.

Dr PATINE- CA'MARGO (Colombia) said that, after

.a

rather superficial study of the

documentation on the International Health and Medical Research Year, it appeared to
him that the proposal would add nothing to the work being done by the Organization,
and would not increase the benefits to Member countries.

It would result only in

increased expenditure which could better be devoted to practical work, such as malaria
eradication and the control of other diseases.

He urged, further, that a special

effort should be made to reduce the vast amount of documentation and to shorten the
discussions, in order to save both time and money,

Dr SARKISOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) requested that, in view of the
importance of the proposal before the Committee and the fact that the document had
just been received, further time should be given for its study.

He would pre

r to

submit his amendment at the next meeting of the Committee, when a decision could be

taken on the draft resolution.

The CHAIRMAN explained that the instructions of the General Committee had been
that discussion of that item of the agenda should be completed at the meeting in
progress.

Dr КLOSI (Albania) supported the request made by the delegate of the Soviet Union.

Dr SARКISОV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that if there could be
no opportunity for its further study, he would abstain from voting on the draft

resolution, and would give his reasons for doing so in plenary meting.
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She CHAIRMAN, while stressing the urgency of completing the Committee's work in

accordance with the directives of the General Committee, agreed that time should be

given for submission of the amendment and for further study of the draft resolution.
The Committee would resume consideration of the draft resolution at the next meeting.

Dr SARKISОV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thanked the Chairman, and said
that his concern was that the resolution to be adopted should truly reflect all the
opinions expressed.

2.

THE ROLE OF WHO IN MEDICAL RESEARCHt Item 6.7 of the Agenda (Resolutkns
WHА11.35 and EB23.R13;
Documents А12 /Р&B15, А12/P&B /5 Add.i, Al2/Р&B/5 Аdд.2,
Al2 /Р&B/5 Адд.3) (continued)

Resolution proposed by the Working Party on the Intensified Medical Research
Programme (Document А12/Р&B /20 Rev.l)

The CHALRMAN called on the Chairman of the Working Party to introduce the draft

resolution (Al2 /Р&B /20 Rev.1) and to give the report of the Working Party.

..

Sir Kenneth COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ir.eland),
speaking as Chairman of the Working Party, said that in its three meetings the

Working Party had rеaсheд complete unanimity on all matters of general principle.
It had agreed that:
(1)

the World Health Organization had an important part to play in fostering

international medical research;
(2)

an Advisory Committee on Medl.cal Research should be establishedf

(3)

in the establishment of the Advisory.Committee on Medical Research, steps

should be taken to ensure continuity in
of the Committee;

its,

membership and in the chairmanship
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(4)

the Chairman should be appointed by the Director- General;.

(5)

the principles set forth in resolution WHА2.19 of the Second World Health

Assembly should be reaffirmed, particularly that "the World Health Organization
should not consider at the present time the establishment, under its own
auspices,

of international research institutions".

Unanimity had not been attained on the budgetary aspect.

Eight of the nine.

membeгs of the Working Party had agreed, however, that a certain amount for the
purposes

of aд

intensified medical research programme should be adddd to the regular

budget estimates for 1960.
$ 300 000 to $

1

000 000.

The 'sums suggested by those - members ranged from
The Working Party's decision to suggest the addition of

$ 500 000 to the regular budget estimates had been-reachéd by a vote of 7 to none,

with 2 abstentions.
He read the draft resolution (А12/Р&В/20 Ёev.l), pointing out that there was
a typographical error in the sixth paragraph of the preamble, which should read:

"Recognizing that there is a world -wide shortage of qualified scientists and that
the general research potential of the world needs to be increased ".

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) said that many delegations, like his own, had as yet no

authority to vote for an increased budget.

He proposed, therefore, that in order

to make the draft resolution immediately acceptable for such delegations, the
words "a maximum amount of" should replace the-Words "the amount of" in the second
line of paragraph 9.
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Dr ANWAR (Indonesia) said that, with the amendment proposed by the Swedish
delegate, his delegation would support the draft resolution.

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) said that the "plan of research" referred to in
paragraph 2 of the draft resolution was that proposed in document А12/P&B /5 Add.1,

which contained an estimate of expenditure of $ 2 200 306.
had recommended in paragraph 9 that the amount of $

50tá

Since the Working Party

000 should be added to the

effective working budget for 1960, it would seem that the original programme would
have to be reduced.

Although the Committee could not, of course, give precise

directives on the type of research to be undertaken, which would be for the Advisory
Committee on Medical Research to decide, the Committee and the Assembly should give
some guidance to the Director- General.

It would be desirable to give priority to

research projects which directly concerned the operational projects of the
Organization

-

malaria eradication, tuberculosis, virus diseases, leprosy,

bilharziasis, etc.
The speaker proposed, therefore, that the following phrase should be added to

paragraph 2:

"and recommends that priority be given to research projects which

directly concern the operational programme of the Organization ".
In regard to paragraph 9, the Italian delegation had no specific instructions
as to the budget ceiling.

It would therefore have to abstain from voting on the

draft resolution.

Sir Kenneth COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)

explained that the Working Party had considered the point raised by the Italian
delegate: in connexion with paragraph 2.

It had felt, however, that the Committee
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on Programme and Budget should give a general directive to the Assembly.

Then, if

the proposal to raise the budget ceiling were adopted, the Assembly would be in a

position, when considering the budget ceiling, to establish general principles for
priorities, and the Executive Board would give the question more detailed consideration at its twenty-fifth session in accordance with the suggestion made in

paragraph б of the draft resolution.
The CHAIRMAN asked whether the Italian delegate was satisfied with that
explanation.
Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) thought that the point should be made clear in the
draft resolution, paragraph 9 of which, by specifying an increase of $ 500 000,

implied that the original programme proposed by the Director -General would have to
be reduced.

Although it was for the Assembly to take a decision, the Committee

should give it more guidance.

Sir Kenneth COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
explained that the figure of $ 500 000 represented a compromise between those members
of the Working Party who had wished to propose a lower figure, or no increase, and

those who had suggested an increase of $

1

000 000.

The difference of opinion in

the Working Party had however been on the amount only, and there had been unanimous

agreement that effective planning should continue.

To make that possible, it would

be necessary to allocate some money for setting up the advisory mechanism.

could then continue along the lines proposed by the Assembly,

Planning

so that the Executive

Board at its twenty -fifth session and the Thirteérith World Health Assembly would be
able to consider the matter in the light of the experience gained, and decide whether

to extend activities and whether the ádvisorÿ mechanism was working satisfactorily.
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The DIRLCTOR- GENERлL suggested that the point made by the delegate of Italy

in relation to paragraph 9 should be considered together with paragraph 10.

He

did not think that the figure of $ 500 000 should be considered as an absolute limit.

After the Assembly had established priorities and the procedure proposed in para-

graph б had been carried out, it was possible that voluntary contributions would be
and other funds, to enable

received, both from governments and from foundations

certain activities in the programme to be carried on.

Dr EVANG (Norway), speaking as a member of the Working Party,

asked whether the

Italian delegate would consider withdrawing his proposed amendment.
it in substance but,

as the United Kingdom delegate

could be reconsidered at a later stage.

Professor САNА ERIA (Italy)

had pointed out, the question

It would be difficult to discuss it further

t was not known whether funds

at present when

He supported

would be forthcoming.

agreed to withdraw his proposed amendment.

Dr CLARK (Union of South Africa) congratulated the Working Party on having

largely succeeded in reconciling the different points of view.

His delegation

had the same difficulty as that of Sweden, as it had no instructions concerning
an increase in the budget ceiling.

resolution, -. `'.;

°гΡ

He would. therefore support the draft

the amendment to paragraph 9 proposed by the Swedish delegate.

Dr CAMiRON (Canada) said that his delegation was not in a position to

support such a substantial adCition to the budget and must therefore abstain

from voting on the draft resolution,
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Professor FЕSONEN (Finland) said that many delegations had not had
sufficient time to study all the details of document Al2 /P&B /5.

He suggested,

therefore, that a reservation should be added, by inserting the words "on the
whole" before the words "a sound guide" in the last paragraph of the preamble,
so that the paragraph would read:

"Considering that the principles outlined

in the Director- General's report are on the whole a sound guide

The

СI-I.

^IR1N suggested that

the principles referred to in that paragraph

were the guiding principles outlined in a few pages of the Director- General's
report.

Dr GOOSSE1S (Belgium) reaffirmed his delegation's interest in medical

research and its recognition of the importance of such research in achieving
the Organization's aims.

It had been impossible in the circumstances, however,

for the delegation or for the Belgian Government to study the proposed research

programme in the necessary detail.

The Belgian delegation saw no objection to

the creation of an Advisory Committee on Medical Research to plan the details of
the research programme, so that at the next Health Assembly the Government

would have a bas.s on which to give its opinion;

if the proposal were limited

to the establishment of an Advisory Committee on Medical Research, the additional

expenditure would be so reduced that it could be covered by the regular budget,
as originally proposed by the Executive Board, with a few slight internal

adjustments.
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The Belgian delegation was not at present in a position to agree to an

increase in the budget.

The DIR`'СTOR- G]NЕRАL stressed that it was not only a question of establishing
an Advisory Committee.

substantial.

The expense of servicing the Committee properly would be

If the budget ceiling were not raised, other parts of WHO's

programme would undoubtedly have to be curtailed,

would be possible to absorb the costs.

as he did not believe that it

Hе would return to the point later when

the budget ceiling was under discussion.

Dr SYNAN (Israel)

suggested that the preamble of the draft resolution' slióuld

reflect the fact that there had been considerable discussion of the question in
the Committee.

He proposed that a new paragraph should be added to the preamble,

between the third and fourth paragraphs of the existing text, as follows:
the views expressed by the representatives of the Member States ".

Dr МЕТСАLLFЕ (Australia)

(lid

not feel that the addition of those words

would be helpful since so many divergent views had been expressed in the
Committee.

The CHАIRМAN said that he would first put to the vote the amendment to

paragraph 9 proposed by the Swedish delegate, to replace the words "the
amount of $ 500 000" by "a maximum amount of $ 500 000"

.

"Noting
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Decision:

The amendment was adopted.

The СНАIRМЛN put to the vote the amendment proposed by the delegate of

Finland, to add the words

Decision:

"ion

the whole" in the last paragraph of the preamble.

The amendment wee adopted.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the amendment proposed by the delegate of

Israel, to add a new paragraph in the preamble'.

Decision:

The amendment was rejected.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the draft resolution (й 2/I

сB

/20 Rev.l) as

amended.

Decision:
The draft resolution was approved by 34 votes to none with 16
abstentions.

The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m.

