
W O R L D H E A L T H г. ORGANiSAT10N MONDIALE 
ORGANIZATION i' DE LA SANTÉ 

Al2 /Р&B /7 v 
22 April 1959 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

INTERNATIONAL HE�?.LTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

1. Introduction . 

1.1 At its twenty -third session, the Executive Board adopted resolution ЕВ23.R72 

TWELFTH WORLD HEЛ.LTH АsSЕNВLY 

Provisional agenda item 6.8 

which reads as follows: 

"Having studied resolution 1283 (XIII) of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations on an International Health and Medical Research Year, 
whereby the General Assembly 'Invites the World Health Organization to 

consider, in accordance with Article IV of the Agreement between the 
United Nations and the World Health Organization, the recommendation to 
organize, primarily on a national basis, an International Health and 

Medical Research Year, preferably in 1961, and to adopt methods for 

intensifying international co- operation in this field ' 

"Having studied an associated proposal for the consideration of 
designating an International Health and Medical Research Year or of 

adopting other means for intensifying health co- operation against major 
killing and crippling diseases; 

"Having studied the working paper presented by the Director- Generall 
on an International Health and Medical Research Year, 

I. EXPRESSES its appreciation and Satisfaction at learning of the 
interest displayed in international health matters, including medical 
research; 

2. BELIEVES that the observing by all countries of an International 
Health and Medical Research Year would result in an intensification of 
efforts in health and medical research work, and would thereby further 
the objectives of the World Health Organization as established by its 
Constitution; 

3. BELIEVES that should the Twelfth World Health assembly decide to 
arrange for an International Health and Medical Research Year, the year 
should be observed by simultaneous and co- ordinated action on a national 
and international basis, with emphasis on national undertakings to be 
suggested and co- ordinated on a regional and world -wide basis; 
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4. REQUESTS the Director -General to circulate to Member States and 

Associate Members the proposal to observe an International Health 

and Medical Research Year, together with the documentation which was 

before the Board, to assist them in reaching a decision at the Twelfth 

World Health Assembly; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to study this matter and 

to submit a comprehensive report on all aspects of the subject to the 

Twelfth World Health Assembly based on the documentation which was before 

the Вoard as well as discussions in the Board, and to include specific 

plans for the celebration of the International Health and Medical Research 

Year." 

1.2 In accordance with the request contained in paragraph 4 of the Executive Board's 

resolution, the Director -General, on 25 February 1959, circulated to Member States 

and Associate Members the proposal to observe an International Health and Medical 

Research Year, together with the documentation which had been before the Board. 

2. History 

2.1 Resolution EВ23.R72 was the result of the Executive Board's deliberations on 

the subjects 

International Health and Medical Research Year 

(a) proposal by the Government of the United States of America 

for the consideration of designating an international health and 

medical research year or of adopting other means for intensifying 

international health co- operation against major killing and 

crippling diseases; 

(b) resolution 1283 (XIII) of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations on an International Health and Medical Research Year. 

The proposal of the United States of America was communicated to WHO in a letter 

dated 8 November 1958 (attached as Annex I). 

Resolution 1283 (XIII) was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations 

on 5 December 1958 in connexion with the item "Organization of an International Health 

and Medical Research Year" which had been included in the agenda of the United Nations 

General Assembly at the proposal of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and 

discussed in the Third Committee. This resolution (attached as Annex II) was 

communicated to WHO in a letter dated 11 December 1958. 
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2.2 The discussion in the Third Committee of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations is summarized in United Nations documents. The following points which 

came up during this discussion seem to warrant special emphasis. 

2.2.1 The Third Committee viewed the holding of an International Health and 

Medical Research Year as a desirable additional action to intensify national efforts 

and further extend international co- operation in the field of health. Such 

co- operation was unanimously praised as being of great importance for improving the 

health standard and welfare in general. The Committee considered that the extra- 

ordinary development of medical science and efficient techniques for combating 

various diseases necessitates a maximum exchange of knowledge and experience and 

that the expansion and international co- operation of medical research was of utmost 

significance. 

2.2.2 During the debate, WHO was praised for its useful and efficient work and 

for the assistance it provided to individual countries. The author of the proposal 

pointed out in his introductory statement that the accumulated experience relating 

to international co- operation in the field of health and medical research, including 

the results of the first ten years' activities of the World Health Organization, made 

it possible to undertake further steps such as the holding of an International Health 

and Medical Research Year. 

2.2.3 The views of the General Assembly regarding the objectives of the International 

Health and Medical Research Year, the specific fields and the types of projects 

warranting intensified action are suggested in the resolution adopted. This enumera- 

tion is not exhaustive; an opinion was advanced that the World Health Organization 

would be well advised not to disperse its efforts widely but to confine itself to the 

tackling of limited and specific problems. It was also pointed out that the improve- 

ment of health could not proceed in isolation and that the raising of the health level 

should be linked to economic and social progress. 

2.2.4 There was general agreement on the desiralility of holding an International 

Health and Medical Research Year in 1961. It was understood, however, that the 

World Health Organization would be free to decide on the timing of the Year as well 

as on all other aspects of its organization and scope. 
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2.2.5 While few delegations dealt with the problem of the funds required for 

financing international activities in connexion with the Year, some opinions were 

expressed on this subject. The delegate of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 

believed that the necessary funds, apart from those appropriated by the governments 

for national programmes in this field, might consist of voluntary contributions of 

governments, of existing funds of the World Health Organization, of contributions of 

different national and international organizations, of voluntary donations and so on. 

Other delegates expressed the desire that the World Health Organization should make 

a thorough study of the financial implications, and that it was for the World Health 

Organization to decide in the first instance whether it should go about its task by 

voluntary fund raising campaigns, or follow the more orderly process of determination 

of priorities through allocation of funds in the regular budget. 

2.2.6 During the course of the debate the wording of paragraph 1 of the operative 

part of the original draft resolution was given special attention. The original 

proposal read: 11�Thе General Assemblј7 invites the World Health Organization to 

organize, primarily on a national basis, an International Health and Medical Research 

Year " This was considered by a number of delegations as infringing on the 

World Health OrganizationTs autonomy. Agreement was finally reached on the following 

amended text: " /The General Assembly/ invites the World Health Organization to 

consider, in accordance with Article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations 

and the World Health Organization, the recommendation to organize, primarily on a 

national basis, an International Health and Medical Research Year 

2.3 It follows from paragraph 2 of the operative part of the resolution of the 

General Assembly of the United Nations that the views of the World Health Organization 

on the matter should be transmitted to the Economic and Social Council at its twenty - 

eighth session (30 June - 31 July 1959) and to the General Assembly of the United 

Nations at its fourteenth session (15 September - mid -December 1959). 

2.4 As requested by the Executive Board, the Director -General has further studied 

this subject and submits some suggestions related to the organization and holding 

of the International Health and Medical Research Year. 
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З. The Objective 

Taking into aeCount the consider tions of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations as stated in its resolution, the optnioпs ex еееd t.t thд-t entу -third 

session of the Executive Board and the present programme of work of the Organization., 

it is suggested that the objective of the International Health and Medical Research 

Year should be to stimulate, primarily on a national basis, the intensification of 

international co- operation in carefully selected aspects of health and of medical 

research. 

4. The Programme 

4.1 In the light of the objective defined above, the Director -General considers 

that the programme of the International Health and Medical Research Year should have 

two dietinct and equally important aspects, namely: 

(a) the intensification of field activity in the control or eradication 

of specific diseases; 

(b) the intensification of research related to WHO's expanded role in 

research and focused on activities that can profit by a co- ordinated 

international approach. 

4.2 The Director -General suggests that the programme of the !nternatiorial Health 

and Medical Research Year envisage the intensification of national action on the 

following health problems: 

(a) (i) eradication of malaria; 

(ii) eradication of smallpox; 

(iii) piped water supply; 

(b) (iv) research on cancer; 

(v) research on cardiovascular diseases; 

(vi) research on virus diseases. 

4.2.1 Malaria is perhaps the most important and widespread hes /th hazard in the 

world today. In malarious countries a considerable proportion of the budget is 

devoted to malaria programmes. The global malaria eradication activities un4ertaken 

by the WHO constitute one of the most challenging efforts of the Organization. 
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4.2.2 Smallpox, in spite of the availability of highly effective vaccines, persists 

in some areas, causing hundreds of thousands of cases each year with many tens of 

thousands of deaths. Furthermore, it remains a constant menace to countries which 

have already eradicated the disease. 

4.2.3 Piped water supply is suggested in view of the fact that sanitation services 

have not kept pace very well with the growth of communities. The ultimate goal is 

to supply the people of the world, wherever a community exists, with safe water, 

piped into their places of residence or into the courtyards thereof, in sufficient 

quantities for all personal and household uses essential for sanitation, comfort 

and cleanliness. A piped water supply is a primary measure for the reduction of 

disease. A maximum number of persons can benefit from this programme without 

demanding their active and continuing participation; it calls simply for acceptance 

of a commodity and a service which is usually most earnestly desired. 

4.2.4 The promotion of research in the mentioned fields and co- operation among 

scientific and professional groups which can contribute to the advancement of 

health will be pursued in the light of the findings and recommendations which will 

be formulated in the special study envisaged in resolution WНА11.35. 

4.3 While the problems listed above are part of Wlfl's existing programme and fall 

within the main fields of health activities in most of the Nbmber countries, additional 

emphasis will be placed on their solution during the International Health and Medical 

Research Year. It is recognized that some governments may wish to give intensified 

effort to some other parts of their health programmes. 

5. The Timetable 

The International Health and Medical Research Year should not necessarily be 

limited to a calendar year; a period of 18 months would seem preferable. An 

appropriate time for the International Health and Medical Research Year to start 

would be the opening of the World Health Assembly in 1961. The following timetable 

is suggested on this assumption: 
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1959 Executive Board action following the Twelfth 

June World Health Assembly's decision. Establishment 
of the Consultative Committee on the International 
Health and Medical Research Year (see para. 6.2). 

July Reporting to the XXVIII session of the Economic 
and Social Council. 

September Reporting to the XIV General Assembly of the 
United Nations. 

4 

September 1959 /April 1960 Regional committees' and countries action on 

the establishment of national committees. 

1960 Consideration of the draft programme of the 
January International Health and Medical Research Year 

by the Consultative Committee and the Executive 
Board. 

May 

June 

Finalization and adoption of the programme of 

the International Health and Medical Research 
Year by the World Health Assembly. 

Consideration of implementation of the Assembly's 
decision by the Consultative Committee and the 
Executive Board. 

June 1960 /April 1961 National and international preparation for 
starting action. 

1961 
MAY 
OPENING OF A3SEMBLY 

1962 

May 

1962 

31 DECEMBER 

1963 

January 

January /April 

May 

Beginning of the International Health and Medical 
Research Year. 

-Consideration by the World Health Assembly of 
reports on the progress of the undertaking. 

Ending of the International Health and Medical 
Research Year. 

Consideration by the Executive Board of the 
outline for the final report. 

Summing up of results, experience and 
achievements. 

Review by the World Health Assembly of the 
final report. 
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6. The Machinery 

In formulating the following suggestions on the machinery necessary to plan, 

prepare and implement the programme of the International Health and Medical Research 

Year as well as to evaluate the results achieved, the Director -General has considered 

that, the main burden of this project will fall on national administrations. As to 

WHO, maximum use is to be made of existing resources and services of W Headquarters 
and Regional Offices. 

6.1 National committees 

Since, the principle of this undertaking is to intensify national efforts and 

to mobilize local, resources, it will be desirable for the governments to establish 

at the national level a special body, i.e. national committee, for the International 

Health and Medical Research Year. 

The status, competence and composition of this committee will obviously vary 

considerably from country to country. The Assembly may, however, wish to recommend 

to Member States that these national bodies be enabled to participate in the planning 

of national projects, in their implementation and the evaluation of the progress 

achieved, as well as in the related public information activities. 

6.2 WHO's Consultative Committee an the International Health and 
Medical Research Year 

In view of the complexity and importance of this programme, the Director -General 

suggests that the' tѕѕеmblу invite the Executive Board to establish at its twenty - 

fourth session a Consultative Committee and to appoint its members on the basis of 

their personal qualifications and taking geographical distribution into consideration. 

It is felt that this Committee should have five to seven members who would serve in 

their personal capacities. 

The responsibilities of the Committee would be to advise the Director- General 

on the programme and the management of the International Health and Medical Research 

Year and the co- ordination of international and national action. 
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6.3 Secretariat; additional personnel and other requirements 

Within the Secretariat a temporary unit will be established at Headquarters 

for the period June 1959 to May 1963 to co- ordinate matters concerning the International 

Health and Medical Research Year. It is expected that this unit will consist of: 

Chief Medical Officer 

One Technical Officer 

One Administrative Assistant 

One Secretary 

Two Clerk -stenographers 

To cope with the additional work on an inter - regional and regional basis, 

provision has been included for six officers together with secretarial assistance 

for the period of preparation and implementation April 1960 to the end of 1962. 

The necessity is envisaged of providing special public information material 

to assist national committees in meeting the public demand which will be forthcoming. 

Provision will also be made in 1962 and 1963 for the preparation of the final 

report to be presented to the sixteenth World Health Assembly in 1963, and its 

publication. 

7. The Financing 

7.1 The organization and holding of the International Health and Medical Research 

Year would require: 

(a) expenditure by individual states, incurred in Carrying out and 

intensifying various country projects over and above, their .nermal 

expenditure for health activities; 

(b) expenditure by other participating organizations, institutions, 

foundations, private concerns and individuals; 

(c) expenditure by WHO. 
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7.2 Expenditure by WHO. 

(a) As explained above, it is expected that the intensification of 

programme activities throughout the world will be mainly at the cost 

of the governments concerned. As regards expenditure by WHO in this 

connexion, if assistance is requested from the Organization, the necessary 

provision to render such assistance will be included in the annual Proposed 

Programme and Budget Estimates, under the funds concerned, in accordance 

with the normal procedure. 

(b) The substantive aspects of the programme of the International 

Health and Medical Research Year will be carried out by the appropriate 

organizational units at Headquarters and Regional Offices, which, if 

necessary, will be strengthened by additional staff to enable the respective 

units to cope with the added workload. The public information aspects will, 

similarly, be the responsibility of the public information staff. To the 

extent that strengthening of staff will be required for both the substantive 

and public information aspects, provision will be included in the annual 

Programme and Budget Estimates, under the funds concerned, in accordance 

with the normal procedure. 

(c) The estimated cost of the additional requirements relating to the 

temporary unit at Headquarters, the temporary additional staff for inter- 

regional and regional acitivities, increased public information activities, 

and publication of the final report, for the years 1959 to 1963 are as follows; 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 Total 

s $ $ $ $ $ 

Temporary unit at 
Headquarters 
(including all 
related costs) 39 00o 53 00o 50 00o 53 00o 23 000 218 000 

Temporary additional 
staff for inter- 
regional and regional 
activities (including 
all related costs) - 76 00o 96 000 96 000 - 268 000 

Public information - 20 000 20 000 20 000 - 60 000 

Final report - - - 35 000 25 000 60 000 

Total 39 000 149 000 166 000 204 00o 48 000 606 000 
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(d) These estimates have been made on the assumption that staff will 

be available for programmes in medical research and water supply which 

are being considered by the Twelfth World Health Assembly, and that such 

staff will be used to assist in carrying out the programmes of the Year 

in the same way as other substantive staff. For this and other reasons 

it is emphasized that the above cost estimates are of necessity approximate 

and subject to revision. 

(e) The Director- General considers that the above additional costs to 

the Organization should be financed from its regular budget. Thus the 

Director -General proposes that the costs in 1959, totalling $ 39 000, be 

added to the 1959 supplementary estimates1 and financed as outlined in a 

separate document2 on this subject being submitted under provisional agenda 

item 7.4 "Supplementary budget estimates for 1959 ". It is suggested that 

the costs in 1960 of $ 1k9 000 be added to the proposed effective working 

budget for that year. This will be referred to under provisional agenda 

item 6.3 "Review and approval of the programme and budget estimates for 

1960 (Article 18 (f)) ". The costs for 1961, 1962 and 1963 will be included 

when the annual Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for those years are 

submitted. 

(f) Especially in relation to public information functions it can be 

expected that voluntary contributions may be forthcoming to supplement 

the above estimates. To the extent this takes place., these activities 

could be further expanded. 

1 Off. Reo. Wld Filth Org..91, 10, EB23.R10, and Annex 8, pp. 56-59 

2 Al2/AFL/... 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Twenty -third Session 

Provisional agenda item 2.13 

ANNEX I 

ЕВ23/5 
1 December .1958 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

CONSIDERATION OF DESIGNATING AN INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 
OR OF ADOPTING OTHER MEANS FOR INTENSIFYING INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CO- OPERATION 

AGAINST MAJOR KILLING AND CRIPPLING DISEASES 

(Item proposed by the Government of the United States of America) 

The Director -General has the honour to communicate to the Executive Board the 

text of.a letter dated 8 November received from the Government, of the United States 

of America and requesting the insertion of an item in the provisional agendas of 

the twenty -third session of thг Board and of the Twelfth World Health Assembly. 

"The United States Senate adopted a Resolution on August 11, 1958, inviting 

the President 'to extend to thг other nations of the world, through the World Health 

Organization, and related organizations, an invitation for the designation of 

representatives to meet and discuss the feasibility of designating an International 

Health and Medical Research Year, at such early date as adequate preparation can be 

made, or of other methods of developing such intensive international cooperation in 

the field of hea1,th as will lead towards the discovery and exchange cf the answers 

on coping with major killing and crippling diseases which affect mankind'. 

This action by the Senate is another evidence of the interest of the United 

States in world health problems. It is the United States Government's view that 

the World Health Assembly would be the proper forum in which this matter might be 

considered. It is therefore requested that the question of the feasibility of 

designating an'International Health and Medical Research Year, or alternatively, 

of adopting other means for the purpose of intensifying international cooperation to 

achieve the objectives mentioned in the above quoted resolution be placed on the 

agenda of the 23rd session of the Executive Board and of the 12th Health Assembly." 
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ANNEX II 

A /RES /1283 (xIII) 
6 December 1958 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY. THE GENERAL AS3EMBLY 

Lоn the report of the Third Committee (A/4010)7 

1283 (XIII). International Health and Medical Research Year 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that active international co- operation and the exchange of 
knowledge and experience in the field of health and medical research are 
important factors in improving the health and welfare of mankind, 

Desiring to encourage further practical steps to combat widely prevalent 
diseases, such as malaria, tuberculosis, smallpox, cholera, cancer, cardio- 
vascular ailments, leprosy and poliomyelitis, which still represent a serious 
threat to the health of the people, 

Believing that these aims could be greatly furthered by the organization 
of an International Health and Medical Research Year, 

1. Invites the World Health Organization to consider, in accordance 

with article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations and the 
World Health Orgapization,l the recommendation to organize, primarily on 
a national basis, an International Health and Medical Research Year, 
preferably in 1961, and tî adopt methods for intensifying international 

co- operation in this field with a view to, inter alias 

1 United Nations, Tr aty Series, vol. 19 (1948), No. 115 
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Annex II 

(а) disseminating the knowledge gained from experience in combating 

these diseases; 

(b) substantially expanding, co- ordinating and organizing joint 

scientific research in the prevention and treatment of these diseases 

and in the rehabilitation of patients; 

(c) exchanging experience in the use of atomic energy in medicine; 

(d) organizing popular health education on a broad scale; 

(e) providing assistance to under -developed countries, including 

equipment, medicine, special literature and qualified specialists; 

2. Further invites the World Health Organization to transmit its 
views on this matter to the Economic and Social Council at its 

twenty -eighth session and to the General Assembly at its fourteenth 
session. 

782nd plгnar meetln ,. 

5 December 
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А12 /Р&B/7 Add.1, 
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

In paragraph 7.2(c) of document Al2 /Р&B/T a summary table is given of the 

proposed estimated expenditure by WHO for the years 1959 to 1963 in connexion 

with the organization and holding of the International Health and Medical Research 

Year in accordance with the suggestions outlined in the document. 

The Director -General now submits for the information of the Twelfth World 

Health Assembly a summary statement (Annex A) together with detailed estimates 

of the expenditure by WHO in 1959 (Annex B) and in 1960 (Annex C), showing fox- 

each year the distribution of the expenditure among the appropriation sections 

affected. 

As indicated in paragraph 7.2(e) of document А12 /Р&B/7, the Director -General 

proposes that the costs in 1959, totalling $ 39 000, be added to the 1959 

supplementary estimates,) and that the costs in 1960, totalling $ 149 000 be 

taken into account when the amount of the proposed effective working budget for 

that year is considered by the Twelfth World Health Assembly under agenda item 6.3 

"Review and approval of the programme and budget estimates for 1960 (Article 18(f)) ". 

1 Off. Rec. W1d 11th 7rg. 91, Resolution ЕВ23.R10, pp.10 -11 and Annex 8, 
pp.56-59, and document Al2 /AFL /9. 
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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

Estimates for 1959, and 196,R 

SUMMARY 

ANNEX A 

1959 

Estimated Expenditure 

Appropriation Section 5s Advisory Services 

1960 

Appropriation Section 4+: Programme Activities 91 240 

Appropriation Section 7; Other Statutory Staff Costs 37 760 

Appropriation Section 8t Administrative Services 20 000 

$ 149 000 
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ANNEX В 

Estimated Expenditure 

Appropriation Section 5: Advisory Services 

Grade No. of posta 

1 Chief Medical Officer P5 5 104 

1 Technical Officer P4 4 258 

1 Administrative Assistant P2 2 800 

1 Secretary G4 1 660 

2 Clerk - stenographers G3 3 068 

6 Total established posts 16 890 

Duty Travel 3 000 

Statutory Staff Costs 

Allowances $ 4 280 
Travel on initial recruitment 4 350 

Transportation of personal 
effects 2 200 10 830 

Other Costs 

Common services 8 280 

Total 39 000 
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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH XЕАН 

Estimates for 1960 

ANNEX C 

Estimated 
Expenditure 

Appropriation Seçtón 4s Programme Activities 

Grade 

Headquarters 

No. of posts 

1 Chief Medical Officer P5 8 896 

1 Technical (ifficer P4 7 431 

1 Administrative Assistant P2 4 917 

1 Secretary G4 2 9�,a 

2 Clerk - stenographers 03 5 356 

6 Total established posts 29 500 

Duty Travel 6 500 

Other Costs: 

Common Services 5 400 

Inter -Regional 

Total Headquarters 41 400 

and Other Activities 

No. of posts Grade 

б Officers P4 32 850 

Clerk- stenographers 7 990 

12 ' Total established posts 40 840 

Duty Travel 9 

Total Inter -Regional and Other Activities 49 84c 

Total - Appropriation Section 4 91 2К 
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Annex C 

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

Estimates for 19íg 

Appropriation Section 7: Other Statut9ry Staff Costs 

Estimated 
Expenditure 

Programme Activities 

Headquarters: 

Pension fund 1 379 

Staff insurance 663 

Other allowances 5 658 

Travel on home leave 3 900 

Total - Headquarters 11 600 

Inter -Regional and Other Activities: 

Pension funд 1 919 

Staff insurance 915 

Other allowances 14 526 

Travel on initial recruitment 8 100 

Transportation of personal effects 700 

Total - Inter -Regional and Other Activities 

Total - Appropriation Section 7 

26 16о 

37 76о 
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Annex C 

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

Estimates for 1960 

Appropriation Sееtion 8: Administrative Services 

Other Costs 

Publ.c Information (visual materials) 

Total - Appropriation Section 8 

Estimated 
Expenditure 

26 000 

20 000 


