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1. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY-: Item 7.8 of
the Agenda (Resolution EB23.R45) (continued)

Rule 65 (continued)

The Sub-Committee continued its discussion on the equivalence and suitability 
of the terms "a clerical or arithmetical error" and "une erreur matérielle ou une 
erreur de chiffre" in the English and French texts of the proposed amendment.

Mr ZARB, Legal Adviser, Secretaiy, suggested that, in the absence of strong 
opposition, the Sub-Committee should approve the form of words which had already 
received the approval of the Executive Board, even though that implied some 
sacrifice of elegance in the French text. Rules of procedure did not require the 
linguistic precision which was an absolute necessity in a judicial body.

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) formally 
moved the approval of the proposed amendment as contained in resolution ÏÏB23.R4-6.

After some further discussion on the texts in question Mr BRADI (Ireland) 
moved the closure of the debate under Rule 59 of the Rules of Procedure.

Pi.cidüi.j The motion was carried unanimously.

The CHAIRMAN put the Executive Board's wording of the amendment to Rule 65 
to the vote.

Pool g Ion: The- proposed amendment was approved by lU votes to none, with
1 - j abstentions.

Dr BERNHARDT (Federal Republic of Germany) said that he had abstained from 
the vote. ; . . - ,.
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The Director-General sometimes encountered difficulties in obtaining the 

legal facilities necessary for the Organization's -work. Long and difficult 

negotiations with Member States which had not acceded to the Convention and 

Annex VII were sometimes unavoidable. In order to facilitate the Organization's 

work, the Sub-Committee might wish to recommend that as many Member States as 

possible should accede to the Convention.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Sub-Committee might wish to put forward.a 

draft resolution to the effect that in view of 'the difficulties to which the 

Secretary had referred, the Health Assembly urged Members not yet a party to the 

Convention and its Annex VII or to diplomatic instruments concerning similar 

privileges, to accede as soon as possible to the Convention on the Privileges 

and Immunities of the Specialized .Agencies and its Annex VII.

In reply to Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 

the SECRETARY called attention to the difficulty of interpreting the intentions of 

the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters and said that he could
(

only surmise that, in view of the legal appearance of the item, the Committee 

considered that it should ask the Legal Sab-Committee for advice and possibly a 

recommendation.

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and northern Ireland) proposed 

that, in its report, the Sub-Committee should express the view that no legal 

question was involved and that the Sub-Committee might nevertheless wish to 

consider a resolution along the lines which the Chairman had suggested.
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Mr BRADY (Ireland) and Mr CAMPICHE (Switzerland) supported the proposal.

Dr LAYTON (Canada) said that, though he agreed with the first part of the 

United Kingdom proposal, he could not commit his delegation in regard to the 

second. He would therefore abstain from voting.

Mr WYATT (United States of America) said he would also abstain for the 

reason given by the delegate of Canada.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Sub-Committee would not be making a formal 

re со mend at ion but merely suggesting that the Committee might wish to discuss a 

draft resolution along those lines. Members of the Sub-Committee were not 

committing themselves cn the subject. They would have ample opportunity of 

commenting on the draft resolution in the Committee.

The SECRETARY recalled the numerous abstentions recorded during the seventh 

and tenth meetings of the Committee at the Eleventh World Health Assembly bn the 

amendment of Annex VII to the Convention. To vote in favour of a resolution 

urging Member States to accede to the Convention would not be to commit individual 

governments to do so. Even if the Health Assembly were to pass unanimously a 

resolution along the lines suggested, governments would be in no wsy committed.

They would not be committed in any way until, after study, they announced their 

intention to accede and completed the legal processes required under their national 

law.

Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia) said that as the Sub-Committee seemed to agree 

that no legal question was involved it would be absurd to recommend any 

resolution to the Committee; if it did so it would be openly going beyond its
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terms of reference. The Sub-Committee should therefore merely refer the matter 

back to the Committee.

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that, 

after hearing the previous speeches, he withdrew the second part of his proposal.

Mr TALJAARD (Union of South Africa) said that, while he shared the views of 

the delegates of Canada and the United States of America, he would support the 

United Kingdom's proposal as modified.

The CHAIRMAN said that if the Sub-Committee agreed, the report would contain 

a statement along the lines of the United Kingdom proposal for which the 

Rapporteur would find appropriate wording.

It was so agreed.

Specification of Categories of Officials under Section 18 of Article VI of the 
Convention; Item 7.15*2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 91/
Resolution EB23-R27 and Annex 20)

The CHAIRMAN' put the draft resolution contained in the Executive Board's 

resolution EB23-R27 to the meeting.

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that 

Annex 20 to Official Records No. 91 explained his Government’s position. It 

considered that an administrative practice was not enough and that the application 

of Section 18 of Article VI of the Convention required a formal resolution.

Decision; The draft resolution was. unanimously approved.
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3. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION - INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OP MEMBERS
ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 7.13 
of the Agenda

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters had approved the United Kingdom proposal that the number of Member States 

entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board be increased from eighteen 

to twenty-four. He reminded them that under Article 7^ of the Constitution the 

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts were equally authentic.

The SECRETARY said that the Sub-Committee's terms of reference were to 

verify the equivalence of the amendments in the five official languages. Members 

of the Sub-Committee had already been able to do that for the French, English 

and Spanish texts because the proposed amendments had been drawn up or discussed 

in those languages. There remained the Russian and Chinese texts.

He suggested, in reply to the CHAIRMAN, that,since no Russian-speaking or 

Chinese-speaking delegate was present, the Sub-Committee might be willing to 

accept the assurance of a competent linguistic authority that the Russian and 

Chinese texts were also equivalent. If the Sub-Committee wished, he could arrange 

for them to be submitted to the heads of a Russian-speaking and Chinese-speaking 

delegation respectively - for instance, the heads of the delegations of China and 

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, who might be willing to certify to the 

equivalence of the two texts. The Sub-Committee might agree that, if they were 

returned without alteration, the officers of the Sub-Committee should note the 

signatures and proceed with the preparation of a draft resolution for inclusion 

in the Sub-Committee's report.
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The CHAIRMAN said that, if the Secretary's suggestion were followed and if 

the texts were returned unaltered, no further action would be required of the

Sub-Committee.

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), proposed 

that the Sub-Committee follow the Secretary's suggestion.

It was so agreed.
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The meeting rose at 12.30 P.m•


