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PARTICIPATION OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
IN THE WORK OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA

The Director-General has the honour to submit to the Twelfth World Health 
Assembly the text of the letter dated 11 December 1958 received from the 
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the above subject and 
the text of his reply of 20 January 1959.

1. Letter dated II December 1Q58 from the Minister of Public Health of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the Director-General^

"I have the honour to draw your attention to Article Д7 of the 
Constitution of the World Health Organization and to item 2 of resolution 
WHA2.103 of the Second World Health Assembly, which reads; >Those States 
Members not having their seat of government within the region, which
(a) either by reason of their Constitution consider certain territories or 
groups of territories in the region as part of their national territory, or
(b)-are responsible for the conduct of the international relations of 
territories or groups of territories within the region, shall participate 
as Members of the regional committee, in which case they shall have all 
the rights, privileges and obligations of Member States in the region, but 
with only one vote for all the territories or groups of territories in the 
region, as defined in (a) and (b) above'.

The Soviet Union is a member of the Regional Committee for Europa but 
a considerable part of its territory (the Uzbek, Tadzhik, Turkmenian, Kazakh, 
and Kirghiz Republics) is situated in the Asiatic portion of the country, 
directly contiguous to countries of south-east Asia. The geographical 
closeness of these regions of the USSR leads to them having an interest in 
the joint solution of health problems with countries which are members of 
the Regional Committee for South-East Asia. For that reason the direct

^ Translation from the Russian
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participation of Soviet representatives in the work of that Regional 
Committee will такз it more universal and will create more favourable 
conditions for solving the health problems faced by countries in the region.

On the basis of th¿ above and taking into account item 4 of resolution 
WHA5.43 of the Fifth World Health Assembly, the USSR Ministry of Health 
considers it reasonable that the Soviet Union should participate in the work 
of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia and expresses confidence that 
this will contribute towards the success of the activities of the World 
Health Organization in that region."

2. Letter dated 20 January 1959 from the Director-General to the Minister of 
Public Health of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

"I have the honour to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your 
letter of 11 December 195S from which I note that the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, due to the fact that a considerable part of its 
territory is contiguous to countries forming part of the South-East Asia 
Region of the World Health Organization, wishes to avail itself of the 
provisions of Article 47 of the WHO Constitution and of paragraph 2 of the 
resolution ША2.103, and therefore requests to participate in the work of 
the Regional Committee of this region,

This matter will have to be submitted to the World Health Assembly for 
decision, in accordance with Article 44 of the Constitution of the World 
Health Organization and of paragraph (b) of resolution WHA6.45. In effect,
I should like to point out that resolution WHA5.43 to which reference is 
made in the third paragraph of your letter is now obsolete and that para
graph 4 thereof is no longer operative. This provision was a temporary 
arrangement pending the undertaking by the Executive Board of a study on the 
rules and criteria for determining the assignment of any territory to a 
geographical area. This study was made and a report thereon submitted to 
the Sixth World Health Assembly in the form of alternative proposals which 
are contained in resolution EB11.R51. However, the World Health Assembly 
did not accept either of the proposals made and decided, in resolution ¡®A6.45j 
as follows:
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'(a) that the establishment of rules and criteria to be applied for 
the purpose of determining the geographical areas to which territories 
should be assigned shall be deferred until the results of the studies 
undertaken by the United Nations and other specialized agencies have 
become known*

(b) that, in the meantime, the assignment of Member States,
Associate Members or territories shall be decided upon by the World 
Health Assembly on the lines hitherto adopted;

Since the studies referred to in the above-quoted paragraph (a) have 
not been concluded, the question of the assignment of Member States,
Associate Members or territories is governed by the above-quoted paragraph (b) 
of resolution ШАб.Д5* which lays down the World Health Assemblyis competence 
to decide upon questions of assignments to regions.

In view of the foregoing, I shall propose to the twenty-third session 
of the Executive Board that the request of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics be placed as an item on the provisional agenda of the Twelfth 
World Health Assembly, in accordance with Rules Д and 5 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Assembly."


