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1. OPENING REMARКS BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his thanks for the honour which had been done him and 

his country by his election as Chairman of the Committee. 

The importance of the Committee's work lay in the fact that the activities 

of the Organization depended on the decisions it would take. The members of the 

Committee would have an opportunity to express their views on the work being done 

by WHO when they examined the reports of the Director- General and of the Executive 

Board, the proposed programme and the other documentation that would come before 

them. 

On behalf of the Committee, he extended a welcome to the representatives of 

the Executive Board, of the United Nations and specialized agencies, of UNICEF, of 

the International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as to the observers from non - Member 

States and inter -governmental and non -governmental organizations. 

2. ELECTION OF VICE -CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 6.1 of the Agenda (Document . 

A11/8) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the third report of the Committee on Nominations 

(document All /8) which had proposed as Vice -Chairman of the Committee on Programme 

and Budget Dr Berlogea (Romania) and as Rapporteur Dr Ibrahim (Iraq). 

Decision: The Committee unanimously elected Dr Berlogea as Vice -Chairman 
and Dr Ibrahim as Rapporteur. 
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On the invitation of the Chairman, Dr Kaul (Assistant Director -General, 

Department of Advisory Services), Secretary, read out the terms of reference of the 

Committee on Programme and Budget, as set out in paragraph 1 of resolution 6IÁ11.2. 

з. IНТERNATIоNAL QUANANТINE: CONSIDERATION REGARDI3G ESTABLIS1 �FNT OF 
SUD- СОмМIТТEE: Item 6.7 of the Agenda 

The СНAIRМ N asked whether it was the wish of the Committee to establish a 

sub -committee on international quarantine, in accordance with past practice in the 

Health Assembly. 

Dr VАВGAS- МENDEZ (Costa Inca) supported the continuation of the practice, in 

orüer to give countries the possibility of entering any reservations to the Inter- 

national Sanitary Regulations that they might wish to make. 

Professor CANAPERIA (Italy) also endorsed the setting up of a "sub -committee. 

As in the past, the sub -committee should be open to any Member who might wish to 

participate and it would be useful if its hours of meeting could be so arranged as 

not to overlap with meetings of the two main coMmittees. 

S.ir 2С0т :..UD�.LL'R. (India) endorsed the views expressed by Professor Canaperia., 

Decision: It was agreed to follow the procedure of previous years and 
establish a sub -committee on international quarantine, open to all Members 
of the Committee on Programme and Budget. 
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4. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1957: ANNEAL REPORT OF ТHЕ DIR,EСТOR- GENERAL: 
Item 6,4 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 82; Document Ali /P&B /5) 

The C Т1К^N, noting that the members of the Со .ttee had had the opporturity 

to express gеnar. â 1 v ',ews or. the Directora.Gеnеra l t s report iз the рlenary seч_ loons 

suggested that the ComпΡцΡ:ttee might proceed to take тΡup the report chapter by cha,,tar• 

Hе 

w 
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Considerable impetus had been given to the malaria eradication programme by the ' 

substantial contribution of the United States Government to the Malaria Eradication 

Special Fund. During the year, there had been a noticeable accentuation бf the 

international character of the car�paign. Seventy -six countries or territories were 

either implementing or planning malaria eradication, and by the end of the year, nine 

countries had practically achieved eradication, seven had a well -advanced programme, 

0, 
forty -four had eradication campaigns under way, and a further sixteen were planning 

eradication. The more important events of the year in this field included the inter- 

agency co- ordination maintained among all those interested in malaria eradication; 

the first training course for WHO medical malariologists started in December 1957; 

and the confirmation that six species of vectors were definitely resistant to insecti- 

cides. 

In tuberculosis, epidemiological surveys were being conducted in the African 

Region. A technical guide giving detailed instructions for the planning and execution 

of surveys of this kind had been prepared. The progress achieved in the chemotherapy 

and chemoprophylaxis of tuberculosis had been reviewed by a study group, which had 

reached the conclusion that drugs could play an important part in the community 

control of the disease; field research was in progress to determine more clearly how 

the drugs, either singly or in combination, could be most effective. The general 

decline in the incidence of tuberculosis encouraged the hope that an all-.out attack 

to eliminate the disease might become feasible in the near future, 
. 
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Work in many countries directed towards eradicating yaws had continued satis- 

factórily. No severe resistance on the part of treponemes to penicillin nor severe 

allergic reaction to the drug had been reported. There was, however, evidence of an 

increased danger from venereal syphilis among urban populations. Given adequate 

resources, it was technically feasible to develop a world..wide eradication programme 

in yaws. 

An Expert Committee on Poliomyelitis had met during the year. The report (pub- 

lished as Technical Report Series No. 1)45) reviewed the experience in the use of 

inactivated virus vaccine and made recommendations on its public - health application. 

The 1957 influenza pandemic, due to the Asian virus, had put the WHO influenza 

programme to its first severe test. Detection of the outbreak had been delayed by 

the fact of its originating in an area not covered by the influenza network. As soon 

as reports had been received by WHO, however, the nature of the new virus had been 

rapidly identified, and the wide dissemination of epidemiological and technical 

information had proved of considerable value to-health authorities all over the world, 

The results of the extensive epidemiological and virological studies carried out by 

the influenza centres and cooperating laboratories were to be submitted to an exert 

committee, meeting in 1958. 

Information on how to prepare a highly stable dried smallpox vaccine had been 

distributed during the year and assistance had been given to a number of countries in 

developing production of the vaccine. 



All/F&B/Min/i 
page 7 

Increasing attention had been paid during 1957 to the physical and social re^ 

habilitation of the leprosy patient. Mass treatment campaigns, carried out with 

international assistance, had confirmed the satisfactory results obtained in the past 

from treatment of institutional patients by sulfones, The long•..standing policy of 

permanent segregation of all patients had given way to early diagnosis and mass 

treatment complemented by selective and temporary segregation of the most infectious 

0 cases, thus gaining the enthusiastic co-operation of the patients. Experience gained 

during the year had further confirmed that it was feasible and economically possible 

to organize mass treatment of leprosy, patients in the remotest of rural areas, 

It had been interesting to note the satisfactory progress made in certain 

countries towards integrating mass campaigns of trachoma control in the normal 

public health services. The encouraging results obtained from the pilot campaigns 

indicated that an expansion of the activity would be justified. 

It appeared from the most recent vital statistics published that acute 

diarrhoeal disease remained the greatest single cause of infant mortality throughout 

the world. The etiology of the disease was complex and preliminary epidemiological 

investigation was essential to determine the factors affecting the transmission of 

the disease and the relative value of various control methods. All the WHO regions, 

and in particular the American Region, had given high priority to the problem in 

recent years, by organizing seminars, strengthening child care programmes, and providing 

assistance to improve environmental sanitation. 



; u /F &B /Mint]. 
page 8 

The Organizationts veterinary public health work during 1957 had included the 

convening of a Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Brucellosis; the continuation of 

co- .ordinated research on rabies; the extension of the work of the WHO /FAo 

leptospirosis reference laboratories; and the publication of a monograph on meat 

hygiene. There had also been a further development of the work of the regional 

óffices in helping national administrations to expand their vжeterinary public health 

services. 

• The emphasis on long -term planning in regard to the organization of health 

services had been maintained throughout 1957. Further progress had been made in 

the organization throughout the world of decentralized integrated health services. 

Much stress had again been laid in those programmes on the importance of training 

staff. Training courses organized had included one on health education in New 

Caledonia; another on nutrition in Uganda; a seminar on maternal and child care 

in Egypt; and a European regional seminar on the nurse in industry. A guide f ог 

the planning of basic nursing education programmes had also been prepared during 

the year. 

An Expert Committee on Health Education of the Public had met during the year 

and WHO had also collaborated in a first African regional seminar and a second 

European conference on health education. 

Further work had been carried out on individual subjects of long-term interest 

such as rehabilitation; WHO had collaborated in holding two seminars on the subject, 

Other continuing studies included those on anaеmias in pregnancy, diarrhoeas in 

infancy, and costs and means of financing medical care services. Another programme 

with long -tеrn implications was the study of the epidemiology of mental disorders. 

A study group had also been convened to consider the rapidly expanding use of 

psychotropic drugs in psychiatry. 
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It had been found helpful for the planning of WHO programmes to convene from 

time to time meetings at which knowledge and opinions on particular subjects were 

reviewed. Meetings called for that purpose during 1957 included the Expert Committee 

on Water Fluoridation, and three study groups: one on schizophrenia; another on the 

classification of atherosclerotic lesions; and a third on the mental health aspects 

of atom: .c energy', 

Тflreighю t the year assistance to UNRWл in its health work among Palestine 

refugees had continued uninterruptedly. Co- operation with the United Nations and 

other specialized agencies had been maintained in the concerted effort to promote 

social development. 

In the sphere of environmental sanitation, one of the more important subjects 

dealt with in 1957 had been the growing resistance of insects to insecticides. WHO 

had made considerable progress during the year in establishing itself as the coy 

ordinating agency for the intensive research going on in that cоа.zexíon, Seven. 

new research projects had been set up with grants from WHO. Standard methods for 

determining the levels of resistance to insecticides had been established. A new 

survey on louse resistance had been started and, lastly, a technical conference on 

resistance problems had been organized. 

The subject of air pollution was assuming increased importance. Two meetings 

had been convened by WHO, including a regional conference of European authorities, 

held in Milan, and an expert committee in Geneva. The esblished policy of devoting 

major attention to encouraging the training of personnel in sanitation had been 

continued through aid to training projects and teaching institutions• 
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The work of the Division of Education and Training Services was proceeding 

along the lines laid down in the Organizationts programme of work for a specific 

period, The possibility of reorienting the teaching of physiology to foster 

interest in preventive medicine among medical students had been explored, Attention 

was now to be turned to the teaching of pathology and similar studies were contem- 

plated for all the basic sciences. 

Two expert committees had been convened to consider the types of special 

training required by doctors and other health workOrs as a result of the growing 

use of atomic energy and radiation. As in the past, every effort had been made to 

study the teaching of preventive medicine by providing visiting professors and 

organizing conferences, 

Dr ТIМNERMAN, Assistant Director -General, Department of Central Technical 

Services,, stated that technical activities, intended to be of benefit to the whole 

world, were carried out in one single centre from which knowledge, methods and 

techniques were disseminated by various means to all countries. That centre was 

the Organization ?s headquarters in Geneva and a very large part of the universal 

work was done in the Department of Central Technical Services, on whose achievements 

during l9ÿ7 he would briefly report. 

An efficient epidemiological intelligence system was an indispensable tool 

in the fight against the spread of quarantinable diseases. The WHO system which 

had been in use already for many years continued to operate and good reception of 

a daily epidemiological broadcast was secured in most parts of the world through 
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the e1ay of the bulletins issued; this was done free of charge by sixteen govern. 

mental wireless stations. Accurate epidemiological information was essential for 

the effective application of the International Sanitary Regulations which dealt with 

quarantinable or pestilential diseases. In a number of cases, breaches of the Regu- 

lations, often inadvertent, had been brought to the notice of the relevant authori- 

in order to promote proper observance of the rules, An annotated edition of 

1 the International Sanitary Regulations had been published in English and French, in 

order to facilitate the work of national quarantine services. 

The compilation and publication of monthly and annual epidemiological and 

vital statistics was a natural complement to the issue of information on epidemic 

diseases for quarantine purposes. In addition to routine data on vital statistics 

and communicable diseases, the monthly Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Report 

contained a series of statistical monographs on maternal mortality, perinatal 

mortality, and mortality from tumours and from chronic degenеrgtive diseases. 

The methods applicable for the compilation of statistics of morbidity and 

mortality from cancer had been studied by a Sub -Committee on Cancer Statistics, 

which had met towards the end of the year. The Sub -- Committee had made recommenda- 

tions, inter анia, regarding those subjects on which specific studies on the 

epidemiology of cancer, as recommended by the Tenth World Health Assembly, were not 

likely to be fruitful. 

With regard to international standardization of iorbiditу and mortality 

statistics, the most important contribution of the year had been the publication of 

a revised edition of the Manual of the International C? aвs.,icaticn of Diseases in 

English, French and spanish, for general application as from 1 January 1958. That 

edition contained the improvements recommended by the Seventh Revision Conference 

held in 1955. 
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Help in statistical methodology had been provided for a number of field and 

research prcdects of the Organization. Among the more important publications that 

had l+een issued in statistical methodology, mention might be made of the Statistical 

Notes for Malaria Workers (a study of indices of endemicity) and The Proportional 

Mortality, Fifty Years and Above, a proposed index for the "Measurement of levels of 

health, including demographic conditions "; the latter had been prepared in response 

to a request from the United Nations. 

The work on biological standardization of therapeutic substances had been 

marked by cоntinuou efforts to establish new international standard preparations and 

to replace existing ones. An attempt had also been made to give further guidance to 

national health administrations by drawing up international recommendations on assay 

methods to be used in the national control of biological substances. 

New international standards had been established for tetracycline, erythromycin, 

phenoxymethylpenieillin and pertussis vaccine and extensive preparatory work on a 

number of other standards had been carried out. 

A Study Group on Recommended Requirements for Biological Substances had considered 

general problems involved in providing further guidance to national authorities, and 

bad made recommendations on procedures to be followed in drawing up international 

recommendations on assay methods and requirements. 

Work on a planned series of recommended health laboratory methods had been 

continued. Chapters on cholera, streptococcus and staphylococcus had been prepared 

and were ready for publication in the Bulletin. A further seven chapters for 

publication had been in preparation at the and of the year. 
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Work on the establishment of a network of national centres for Shigellae and 

Еscharichiae had been continued. Approximately forty of those centres had been 

designated by Memo ®r States and the WHO International Centres were now collaborating 

with them. A Study Group on the Histological Definitions of Cancer Types had been 

held in the course of the year. As a result of its recommendations an Expert Advisory 

Panel on Cancer had been set up and preliminary steps had been taken towards the 

0 establishment of international centres for the definitions of selected cancer types. 

As regards food additives, daba sheets on food colouring agents had been completed. 

A Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives had met during the year and had 

studied procedures for the testing of intentional food additives to determine their 

safety. 

Work on the International Pharmacopoeia had continued. Volume II of the 

first edition had been translated into Spanish and published by the Organization; 

German and Japanese editions had also been published, by national enterprise. Work 

on a supplement to Volumes I and II had been almost completed and publication might 

be expected in the near future. The continuously growing number of new 

pharmaceutical preparations placed on the international market had led to a careful 

study of the desirability of preparing a second edition of the complete work. 

In the work on international non - proprietary names, a list of twenty-seven 

proposed names for narcotic preparations had been published and 162 proposed names 

for other preparations had been selected. 
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Apart from the rгutine advisory functions on medical and pharmacological problems 

c:nnected with addiction - producing drugs and drug addiction, ресific advice 

had been provided, through an Expert Committee on Addiction- Producing Drugs, in connexion 

with the international control of new narcotic drugs and the misuse of barbiturates 

and tranquilizing agents. 

The series of studies on "Synthetic substances with morphine-like effect" had been 

completed by the fourth study on "Clinical experience: potency, side -effects, 

addiction liability ". The study had been presented to the United Nations Ccmmission 

on Narcotic Drugs at its twelfth session, together with the report of a Study Group 

on Treatment and Care of Drug Addicts. 

The work on publications had been increasing. Apart from the regular periodicals 

such as the Bulletin, the Chronicle and the International Digest of Health Legislation, 

a large number of other technical publications had been issued, including twenty -seven 

issues of the Technical Report Series, five monographs, five special issues of the 

Bulletin, and other publications on various technical subjects. 

In addition to the regular Official Records publications, new editions of the 4 

Organization's Basic Documents and of the Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions had 

been issued in English, French and Spanish. The Library had continued to prepare 

bibliographies on request. Two special projects had been started during the year; 

first, a survey of annual governmental reports on рubli health and, secondly, a 

bibliography of VYHO publications, including articles, reports, etc., issued from 

1916 to the end of 1957. 
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�i major undertaking had been the preparation of the report on The First Ten Years 

of WHO which had been started in 1957. Temporary staff had had to be recruited in 

the translation and editorial sections to help in that work. 

The decision to discontinue the use of the United Nations printing and sales 

service as from the beginning of 1958 was worthy of mention. The main reasons 

underlying the decision had been the relatively high cost to WHO and the delay 

encountered in the processing of manuscripts and proofs. 

In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the survey he had given, although 

incomplete, would serve to give the Committee some idea of the activities carried out 

by the Department of Central Technical Services during the year 1957. 

The СНКгп1иNN thanked Dr Kaul and Dr Timmerman and invited comments on their 

statements. 

Dr AMOUZEGAR (Iran) stated that his delegation had noted with particular surprise, 

year after year, the negligible attention paid by WHO to the problem of the water -borne 

communicable diseases. The report for the year 1957, with the exception of a few 

remarks on bilharziasis, offered no evidence of any work of the kind. The continuing 

high infant mortality in a large part of the world was directly due to lack of safe 

water supplies and proper excreta disposal facilities. It was futile, in the opinion 

of his delegation, for the Organization to carry out programmes in milk and food 

hygiene so long as safe water supplies were not available to a large part of the 

world. 
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He asked that NНО should take steps in the years to come to foster action on the 

part of Member governments to provide safe potable water - a basic necessity for their 

u(.сÚ' oз, Т'го problem should not be neglected because of the cost involved. Perhaps 

it migo Ђ. pое=.1е to set up a special fund for work of that nature as had been 

dn ior iа a . eradiceticn. 

Professor HURТАDО (Cuba) also believed that due attention should be given to the 

water -borne diseases. In many countries, the provision of water supplies and excreta 

disposal faci,litics came under municipal or regional authorities and not under the 

national department of public health. He suggested that the Committee should consider 

proposing that a recommendation be made by the Health Assembly, asking governments 

to take steps to give control of these matters to the public health authorities. 

Dr LOPEZ HERRЛRTЕ (Guatemala) said that gastro- intestinal diвеatsеs posed one 

of the major problems in regard to infant and general morbidity and mortality throughout 

the Americas. It was appropriate, therefore, that emphasis should be placed upon the 

question of abundant and safe water supply and cn environmental sanitation as a whole. 

seminars on gastro-intestinal diseases had recently been held in Mexico and Chile 

and the conclusion of both groups had been that the question of water supply was of 

fundamental importance to the control of those diseases. He was glad to support 

the suggestions made by the representatives of Iran and Cuba. 
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Dr АLLARIA (Argentina) said that infantile diarrhoea due to bad water supply 

was a major public health problem in Argentina also. He agreed in principle with the 

Cuban representative that the water supply should be under the control of the 

ministries of public health but he could not fully support the suggestion that 

national governments should be recommended to take steps to that effect. In the case 

of Argentina, the decentralization of the administration would make such a course 

11 difficult. 

Dr АRАМАУО (Bolivia) said that the supply of pure water was also a grave problem 

in Bolivia, particularly the eastern part of the country. Every effort should be 

made and all possible technical services mustered to deal with a problem which was of 

such great importance to Latin America as a whole. He would support the Cuban 

representative's proposal. . 

Dr МРЕСАLFЕ (Australia) agreed wholeheartedly that priority should be given to 

environmental sanitation as a whole. The questions of water supply and refuse 

disposal in particular were of the utmost importance. He had been alarmed, on 

reading through the project list in the Director -General's Annual Report, to find that 

plans were being made for psychiatric programmes and similar activities in countries 

where the water was undrinkable. Despite the fact that the commonest diseases in 

those countries could be traced directly to faulty environmental sanitation, their 

authorities were attempting to enter other fields of far less immediate imроrtancе, 
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Dr EVAN. (Norway) noted that score delegates seemed to feel that WHO had not 

devoted enough attention to the question of water pollution. He recalled that in 

the early days of WHO, when work had been concentrated upon a few major projects, 

environmental sanitation had enjoyed priority. The reason why WHO had been able to 

achieve relatively so little in that field could be deduced to some extent from the 

Iranian representativets reference do the high cost of establishing good water supplies. 

The Iranian representative had suggested that consideration should be given to the 

possibility of establishing a special fund. Unfortunately, budgetary limitations at 

present prevented WHO from giving any substantial financial assistance to countries 

for the establishment of water supplies. 

Water supply was closely related to other factors in environmental sanitation. 

In nature, water was pure; it was conic mated during its rue by human and by animal 

and plant wastes, with human sоurоps, including nowadays radioactive waste, generally 

predominating. Thus, environmental sanitation was closely linked to the question of 

health education. He hoped, therefore, that any studies proposed would be conducted 

under headings of a more general character, and not be confined to water supply. He 

would be glad to support any action to emphasize the priority which such studies 

merited. 
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Dr TURBOTT (New Zealand) believed that some years previously a recommendaticn 

had been adopted unanimously whereby each region was to allocate a definite 

proportion of its budget each year to environmental sanitation. It would be 

useful if the Secretariat could give an account of the percentages spent on 

environmental sanitation in each region since that recommendation was made. 

Environmental sanitation projects were receiving WHO assistance in five out of 

the ten countries in the Western Pacific region. Clearly, Z'THO could not provide 

funds to cover the entire cost; its function was to initiate pilot projects, 

provide training courses and so forth. In regard to the establishment of a 

special fund, he *as unable to agree with the Iranian representative. 

Dr SULIANTI SAROSO (Indonesia) noted that in the Director -General's report 

environmental sanitation was dealt with under a separate heading, while in the 

structure of the WHO Secretariat the Division of Environmental Sanitation was 

separate from the Division of Organization of Public Health Services. She 

wondered Whether that was desirable from the point of view of public health as 

a whole. 

� 

Sir ЙКСOТ LUDALIaR (India) agreed that enviromental sanitation and a potable 

Water supply were extremely important in the prevention of communicable diseases. 

However, he did not think that WHO had been ignorant or remiss in that respect. 

In the South -East Asia Region, environmental sanitation projects were under gray 

in Afghanistan, Burma, India and Ceylon. Water supply Qreated vast problems in 

every country. WHO s function was to apt as a vatalyst and to stimulate national 

governments to action. Although WHO activities could not replace national efforts 

in environmental sanitation, more could perhaps be done in the way of pilct projects. 

He hoped that in future environmental sanitation and rural water suррy would 

receive greater emphasis, 
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Dr HURTLD0 (Cuba) did not intend to criticize the position of the Organization, 

-chose essential task was to assist national health administrations. He was not 

asking for economic aid or for special studies, but merely for a recommendation 

which would give national organizations concerned with questions of pure water 

supply some moral backing. Each country would be able to use such a recommendation 

for its own purposes. He proposed, therefore, that the Hssembly should recommend 

that water supplies should come under the control of the public health authorities. 

Dr kМOUZEGAR (Iran) said that the special fund which he had suggested need 

not necessarily be set up by WHO. It ought to be possible to make similar 

arrangements with UNICEF, or on a bilateral or multilateral basis, for financial 

aid for the improvement of water supply, which was a much more fundamental question. 

He agreed that environmental sanitation and health education were equally 

important, but he had been chiefly concerned with the question of priorities. His 

point had been that any attempt to improve food and milk sanitation would be futile 

without proper water supply. Water supply should therefore be given priority 

within the field of environmental sanitation. 
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Dr КAUL, assistant Director -General, Department of Advisory Services, said 

that the Secretariat was gratified by the emphasis which the delegations were 

placing on basic activities in environmental sanitation. The part played by 

WO in that respect was described in the section on Environmental Sanitation in 

the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1959, (Official Records No. 81) 

in which it was stated that the functions and responsibilities of the Division of 

Environmental Sanitation were о stimulate and promote sanitation activities in 

the countries, with particular emphasis on the building up of an administrative 

organization, the improvement of rural sanitation, the training of sanitation 

personnel, and the dissemination of information ". One basic deficiency in 

country programmes of environmenntal sanitation had been a lack of properly trained 

personnel at the supervisory and auxiliary levels. WHO had therefore devoted 

itself particularly to the training of advisers and staff. The fact that there 

was a separate Division of Environmental Sanitation at Headquarters was an 

indication of the importance attached to it: it did not mean that there was no 

relation between public health programmes and environmental sanitation programmes. 

On the contrary, every effort was made to integrate environmental sanitation and 

health education activities into all activities under the public- health programme. 

The Organization was fully aware of the importance of environmental sanitation and 

was giving all assistance within its power. 
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In regard to the proportion of funds spent on environmental sanitation, he 

tюuld direct the Committees attention to the Regional Schedules given in .ínnex 2 

of the. Prоgrammе and Budget Estimates. In the tables giving a summary of the 

funds for various major activities and field programmeo,(Official Records No. 81, 

page 83) the estimated expenditure on environmental sanitation was $ L85 371 for 

1958 and $ 501 709 for 1959. further sum was allocated to environmental 

sanitation in the Нeadquarter's budget, bringing the total to nearly half a 

million dollars. WHO could not bT itself set on foot environmental sanitation 

programmes of a wide and substantive nature, but it could and did act as a stimulus, 

providing advice and training personnel. í+s a number of speakers had pointed 

out, the reason for the relatively slow development in the field of environmental 

sanitation was the large capital outlay required from the countries themselves. 

At the present moment, Тн0 had prepared a guide on the operation of urban mater 

treatment plants and was preparing material on standards of drinking -mater quality. 

It was obvious that the development of urban and rural water supplies was an 

essential basis for public health action to diminish the incidence of water -borne 

diseases. The Organization was concentrating upon the development of advisory 

services and standards, the training of personnel and the preparation of pilot 

projects requested by countries. 
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Dr TURBOTT (New Zealand) said that he was interested in details of the 

perccntagcs spent by the regions since the adoption of the recommendation he had 

mentioned, rather than in the total budgets for 1958 and 195 9 which the Assistant 

Director- General had just given. 

Dr KAUL said that he would provide the percentage figures at a later date, 

Chapter 1: Malaria Eradication 

Professor AТASАGUN (Turkey) said that his country was taking part in the 

malaria eradication campaign. Malaria control operations had been in progress 

for about quarter of a century so that there was no difficulty in passing from 

control to eradication, which it was hoped to achieve within two or three years. 

His country was grateful for the assistance of the WHO teams recruited to 

participate in the eradication campaign. He wished to convey his thanks to 

UNICEF for supplies, and to WHO for its general assistance in the malaria eradication 

campaign. 

' Chapter 2: Communicable Diseases 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) said his delegation highly appreciated the intelligence 

service which WHO had provided prior to the arrival in Sweden of the 1957 influenza 

epidemic. It had enabled his country to make preparations for the epidemic, in 

advance. His delegation had noted with satisfaction that data concerning the 
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epidemic, and the results of co- ordinated research, were to be considered by the 

Expert Committee on Respiratory Virus Diseases at its meeting in August 1958. 

As the only method of acquiring knowledge of the efficacy of vaccines and 

the best methods of using them was a large -scale comparative evaluation study of 

the results of vaccination campaigns in the largest possible number of Member 

States, he hoped that the Expert Committee mould provide some guidance for national 

health administrations regarding the nature and scope of the vaccination programmes 

on which such an evaluation could 'be based. 

Sir Kenneth COWAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 

referring to page 5 of the Report, particularly welcomed the epidemiological 

surveys to determine, by standardized methods, the prevalence of tuberculosis, 

which in some countries of Africa, Asia and South America was still the most 

important communicable disease. 

Chemotherapy and vaccination of appropriate sections of the population held 

out hopes of more effective control. The WHO Study Group on Chemotherapy and 

Chemoprophylaxis in Tuberculosis Control had considered that INH with a companion 

drug such as PAS was likely to be most effective. It appeared, however, that PAS 

alone had certain undesirable side effects; it was therefore necessary to continue 

and intensify attempts to discover new and cheap drugs suitable for use in both 

domiciliary and institutional treatment. He therefore highly commended the inclusion 

of the matter in the programme and pressed for an expansion of existing projects. 
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Dr SLIM (Tunisia) said that maw speakers had drawn attention to the importance 

of the communicable diseases; but what was important was to emphasize that their 

eradication should be given priority. The suggestion had been made by Dr Parran, 

on receiving the award of the Ldon Bernard Prize, that if each country set aside 

2 per cent, of its appropriations for military purposes to supplement the Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistance, communicable diseases would soon be a thing of 

the past. 

Following the example of the United Kingdom representative, he would empha- 

size in particular tuberculosis control. The figures for the incidence of the 

disease were high for a variety of reasons, including lack'of flexibility in the 

rules governing the allocation of assistance to governments and the rigidity of the 

conditions to be fulfilled, the WHO programme for the control of tuberculosis was 

far from reaching the level it should be given. 

Professor SIGURJONSSON (Iceland) congratulated the Director -General and his 

staff on the excellent report on the work of the Organization in 1957. 

In regard to the third section of the chapter under consideration he conveyed 

his country's particular gratitude to the Organization for the speed and efficiency 

with which information on the influenza Вгdешис had been collected and distributed. 

As his administration had been informed that the virus concerned was substantially 

different from known strains, it had been decided that vaccine should be produced, 

experimentally, within the country. The vaccine had been so produced and had 

proved 70 per cent. effective. It was impossible to claim that a large number of 

lives had been saved, because attacks had been mild, but experience had been gained 

both in Member States and by WHO which would be extremely valuable should a more 

severe form of influenza become epidemic at a later date. The report of the Ex- 

pert Committee on Respiratory Virus Diseases was awaited with much interest. 
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Dr HETCALFE (Australia) said that the statement in the section under dis- 

cussion to the effect that: "larger quantities of vaccine could probably have 

been produced in some countries but some authorities, in view of the mildness of 

the disease, did not consider that a great effort to increase production was war- 

ranted,t gave a wrong impression of the difгicultios to be ovегсошe in dealing with an 

epidemic of influenza. The actual preparation of the vaccine was only one step. 

It was extremely useful to have information on the efficacy of a vaccine before 

an epidemic occurred and so he would like an opinion on whether there was any 

point in continuing a vaccine programme using the most recent strain. 

Miss МESSOLORAS (Greece) informed the Committee that the use of modern 

insecticides and periodic compulsory vaccination campaigns had done much to 

mitigate the incidence of communicable disease in her country. Greece particu- 

larly appreciated WHO's work in providing the vaccines for such campaigns and 

assistance in the training of public health personnel. 

Dr EL HALAWANI (United Arab Republic) asked what policy WHO had adopted in 

regard to bilharziasis since his appeal at the Tenth World Health Assembly to 

WHO and UNICEF for assistance in the purchase of molluscicides. 

He informed the Committee that a scheme of snail -control had been proved 

successful not only in isolated areas, such as the oases, but also within the 

Nile water system. A project involving an area of 25 square kilometres with a 

population of about 50 000 had been instituted in 1953 when the fever canal was 

treated with sodium pentachlorophenate in a solution of 10 p.p.m. for eight hours 

on several occasions. That treatment, repeated twice yearly, when reinfestation 

took place, had given complete freedom from the disease. 
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In order to ascertain the efficacy of molluscieides in the control of the 

disease, the population had been given no direct treatment. It had been found 

that the prevalence of schistosoma haematobium. among children between the ages 

of 6 and 10 years had fallen from L0 to 26 per cent, during the first four years. 

Dr BTESH (Israel) referring to the testing of live attenuated poliovirus 

vaccines, said that his own experience of inactivated virus vaccine had been so 

good that he wondered whether the disadvantages involved in experimentation with 

live attenuated vaccines did not outweigh the advantages. 

He also asked whether WHO was planning to control experiments with inacti- 

vated virus and whether the population was to be protected against the indiscrim- 

inate use of live attenuated virus vaccines. 

Dr WAIN/INN (Ghana) said that a WHO tuberculosis survey team had been working 

in Ghana for some time and, as tuberculosis was a disease new to his country, it 

was hoped that the team =s report would help to answer a number of questions and 

in particular indicate what steps should be taken to control the disease. 

As regards nutrition, he had paid a tribute at the fourth plenary meeting to 

UNICEF for supplies of milk and to WHO for assistance received in regard to animal 

trypanosomiasis. Short -term policy relied upon supplies of milk from UNICEF 

but a long -term policy could be based only on the discovery of a local product, or 

combination of products, which would supply similar proteins. A nutrition unit 

had been set up and the recent seminar on nutrition, held in Uganda, had provided 

some further information. It was hoped that when the seminar's recommendations 

had been implemented, health administrations would be in a better position to deal 

with the problem more effectively, with the assistance of WHO and other agencies. 
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Epidemiological information on poliomyelitis during the last four or five 

years was being collected with the view to thorough studies. In view of the lack 

of such information, serological surveys might be necessary. No widespreвd, 

vaccination programme had been started but several of the most exposed groups 

(such as nursing staff) had been vaccinated. It was hoped that when more was 

known of the epidemiology of the disease in Ghana, the latest scientific 

discoveries could be applied to better effect. 

Dr SULIANТI SAROSO (Indonesia), referring to the second and third sentences 

in the thi1 paragraph of the introduction of the Chapter under discussion, said 

that her Government had recognized the necessity for local epidemiological 

surveys and had asked WHO to send a public health expert and statl.stician. She 

had recently learned that such an expert would be available only in about three 

years? time. It was with that special situation in mind that her delegation had 

made its comments in the plenary meeting. 

Dr SHAMMA (Sudan) said that venereal diseases were widespread in his country 

and that the difficulty was to procure enough drugs. Sudan was unable to allocate 

sufficient funds for the purchase of the large quantities of drugs required in a 

campaign for the speedy eradication of these diseases. Would WHO be willing to 

supply the drugs, if the other expenses of such a campaign were borne by the 

Government of Sudan? 

In connexion with the zoonoses and veterinary public health, he informed the 

Committee that hydatiгЭ disease was prevalent in some parts of the country and that 

the part played by domestic and wild animals had been insufficiently studied. He 

suggested that a WHO /FAO expert committee might be formed to study and report on 

the subject. 
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Professor ATASAGUN (Turkey) shared the views expressed by the delegates of 

the United Kingdom and Tunisia on the importance of tuberculosis control and the 

usefulness of forming epidemiological survey teams. He was particularly glad to 

see that such a team was to be formed in the European Region. 

Dr METCALFE (Australia), referring to remarks on inactivated and live 

attenuated poliovirus vaccine, asked whether the viruses used in the preparation 

of the Salk and the live attenuated virus vaccines were the same. 

Médecin- Colonel BERNARD (France) noted the mention made in the Report of two 

training courses in the techniques of onchocerciasis control. He informed the 

Comnf_ttеe that the disease was prevalent in certain parts of West Africa, par- 

ticularly north of the tenth parallel. 

Surveys in French West Africa had shown that 3.7 per cent. of the 3 150 000 

persons examined had contracted the disease. The French Government was planning 

to allot 660 000 000 francs, or US$ 1 570 000, to FIDES (metropolitan fund for 

the economic and social development of overseas territories) as from July 1958, 

for the preparation and implementation of a control programme. The first stage 

would consist of the preparation of a campaign for the control of the vector 

(including surveys and preparation of detailed map showing all water points where 

the speed of the current was sufficient to distribute the simulium larvae; the 

second stage would be the formation of teams of trained personnel to treat all 

the contaminated water points with larvicides. Patients would, of course, still con - 

tinue to be treated. A twofold programme of that kind could achieve not only 

control but eradication, providing the neighbouring countries in which the dis- 

ease was prevalent co- operated by instituting their own campaigns. 
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�;.s the problem extended beyond a single territory, it was desirable that 

WHO should pay particular attention to it, especially in view of the great bene- 

fits which eradication would bring to the economics of the countries affected, 

where the native population would be able to return to the fertile land they had 

been obliged to abandon. 

Dr К!ЮL assured the delegate of the United Kingdom that WHO was conducting 

tuberculosis chemotherapy trials in co- operation with certain governments, and 

with the British Medical Research Council in the case of a project in India. The 

recently initiated Kenya project would include both urban and rural programmes 

and was designed to ascertain the effectiveness of chemotherapy. An experimental 

programme of chemotherapy had recently been started in co- operation with the 

Government of Tunisia. WHO felt that such results of those trials as were already 

available were encouraging, though only the future could tell whether chemotherapy 

in the form of a single drug or a combination of drugs would be fully effective. 

Even the report of the 1957 Study Group on Chemotherapy and Chemoprophylaxis in 

Tuberculosis Control had been tentative and the Study Group had recognized that 

further field study and applied research were required. 

As regards influenza, since the data collected and the results of co- ordinated 

research in connexion with the recent influenza pandemic were in process of being 

Considered by the Expert Committee on Respiratory Virus Diseases, it was only 

possible to say that virus A. which had caused the pandemic was completely 

different from the virus A. of the past fifty years. It was difficult to say 

whether future epidemics would be of new type A. or whether the normal A. or В. 

strains would reappear. Preliminary results showed that the vaccine had been 
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effective in a high proportion of cases although no figures were yet available. 

The immunity conferred seemed to be of short duration, 

In response to the delegate of the United Arab Republic, he outlined the 

general lines of the assistance which WHO was providing to Member States, as con- 

tained in a document entitled «The present situation in bilharziasis control 

programmes and its development �1. At the present time, WHO was taking part in 

three pilot control projects - in the Philipnes, the United Arab Republic, and 

Iran. There was a very considerable need to arrive at a combined effective 

method of control because no single method was effective. Further study was re- 

quired and WHO was doing its utmost to encourage and promote it. The UNICEF/WHO 

Joint Committe on Health Policy, at its tenth session in May 1957, had discussed 

UNICEF policy and decided that UNICEF should not support bilharziasis activities 

at the present time, butthat it should review that decision in the future. 

In reply to the delegate of Israel, he said that the decision of the Expert 

Committee on Poliomyelitis, at its second meeting, had been that "After careful 

consideration of the data at present available on the use of live attenuated 
'4` 

polioviruses as immunizing agents against poliomyelitis, jhe Committee? strongly 

recommends that controlled field trials be carried out for the purpose of testing 

further the value of these agents. It recommends that these trials be done in 

special situations and under special circumstances which are listed in more detail 

below ". The poliovirus used for the preparation of the live attenuated vaccine 

was of a different strain from the virus used for the Salk vaccine. Several 

institutions were producing live attenuated poliovirus vaccines and a number of 

limited experiments had been made. Research workers disagreed on the results of 

experiments; some felt that none of the vaccines so far produced were safe, while 

others felt they had achieved one. 
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He would ask the Regional Director for South -East itsia to reply to the 

delegate of Indonesia on the availability of experts. 

He explained to the delegate of Sudan that WHO had been collecting informa- 

tion on hydatic disease on a limited scale, but no substantive programme had been 

possible owing to lack of funds and personnel. The question was being dealt with 

as part of the larger problems of zoonoses. 

He assured the delegate of France that WHO was aware of the importance of 

onchocerciasis control and that it was doing what it could with the means at its 

disposal to assist in the development of programmes although it had been unable to 

develop a substantive programme of its own for lack of funds. 

The meeting rose at 5.10 p.m. 


