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REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF TIE REGULAR PROGRАI'п E AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1958: 
Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Official Records Nos. 74 and 77, Documents 
А10 /Р&В /13 Rev.1 and А10 /Р&B /14 Rev.1) (continued) 

Advisory Services (continued) 

Section 5.1 - Communicate- Disease Services (continued) 

Dr HALEWANI (Egypt), in connexion with the Expert Advisory Panel on Parasitic 

Diseases mentioned in section 5.1.4, said that one parasitic disease, namely 

bilharziasis, ought to be studied by a special body concerned only with that disease, 

in the same way as malaria was studied by a special body. Largely as a result of 

WHO1s work, the incidence of malaria was decreasing throughout the world, but the 

incidence of bilharziasis was increasing, particularly in regions where irrigation 

schemes were being put into operation. Regarding the assistance to snail 

identification centres, he hoped that such assistance would be given to centres in 

regions where bilharziasis was most prevalent. As for the grants for research work 

in onchocerciasis and filariasis, the latter was present in Egypt, and to control it 

the Egyptian authorities had established field teams and a central institute; that 

institute had already been visited by WHO experts, and the authorities would welcome 

the co- operation of the Organization in its work. 

Dr EL- CHATTI (Syria) said the Syrian authorities greatly appreciated the 

valuable work done by the Department of Advisory Services and other departments at 

Headquarters and by the advisory services of the Regional Office. The services 

proposed by WHO to be provided in 1958 would, he believed, also prove to be of great 

value . 



А10/PBгв/�li.n/Э.3 

gage 3 

During the discussion on the budget level for 1958, a number of delegations had 

argued in favour of reducing the figure proposed by the Director- General, while 

other delegations had argued in favour of providing as large a budget as possible; 

both groups, however,.'were agreed on the importazice of the Organization's_ field 

activities. In view of that fact, he would be interested in hearing the opinion 

of the Committee on the possibility•of asking the Director- General to reduce the • number of desks at Headquarters, so as to make more money available for field 

activities. 

Dr КAUL (Assistant Director -General, Department of Advisory Services), 

Secretary, replied to the points raised during the debate, One of the first 

questions asked had related to a post in the Malaria Section at Headquarters, that 

post was occupied by a chemist, who dealt with information regarding drugs and 

insecticides, kept the Organizations data of that kind up to date, and helped to 

co- ordinate research work. The post "was described as that of a scientist, because 

'scientist t' was a generic term used for a number of WHO officials, including 

entomologists, biologists, pharmacists, etc. 

Hé was grateful to the French delegate for the statement he had made regarding 

the Tuberculosis Research Office. TRO had been organizationally integrated with 

the headquarters Tuberculosis Section, and played an important part in W101s 

tuberculosis activities. The Danish delegate had emphasized the need for 

continuing °the long -term studies on the epidemiology of tuberculosis in populations 

where mass BCG campaigns had been carried out (the Danish Tuberculosis Index) and 

had urged continuance of financial assistance. At its seventeenth session, the 



А10/P&B/Misi/1.3 

Page 4 

Executive Board, after studying a report submitted by the Director- General on the 

programme of TROD had recommended that negotiations be started for transferring the 

responsibility for the Index to the D'znish autheritiss,• WHO's part being limited to 

a grant and the services of statistical staff if requested. WHO's expenditure on 

such work was being reduced but there was stil. some provision for it in the 

Director. General's budget estimates for 1958. The Director -General had thought 

that the Executive Board I.5 decision might be fully implemented in 1958. 

With reference to the comments that had been made on the subject of hydatidosis, 

he explained that the Organization was collecting material for consideration by an 

expert committee in 1958. It was co- ordinating research work on'more effective 

axithelmintics for treatment of dogs, the study of chemical methods of dsstroying 

Echinococcus eggs, and the improvement of field programmes for controlling the 

disease. It had given grants to a number of institutions engaged in research on 

the disease, and it was co- operating with the International Association of 

hydatidosis. Further programmes would doubtless be developed after the expert 

committee had made recommendations on the subject. 

It was true that WHO was not doing a great deal in trypanosomiasis, but it 

stimulated and eо.ordánatеd research work into the disease in cases in which that 

could not be done by other organizations. It was collaborating with the Commission 

for Technical Co-operation in Africa Soúth of the Sahara (ССTА) and FАO, which had 

both done considerable work on the subject. WHO was giving assistance and advice 

when requested; it was engaged in work on one control .project in the Sudaп, and a 

programme for tsetse -fly control in Bechuanaland. -Where necessary it would 

support work on trypanosomiasis within its financial limitations. 
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Several representatives had referred to trachoma, and it had been apparent that 

the epidemiology of the disease, and indeed most problems concerned with it, dif'ered 

from country to country. In North Africa the associated bacterial conjunctivitis 

and the role of flies in transmission were being investigated, but further studies 

were necessary: in Egypt the role of Musca sorbens had been stressed, but in other 

countries the role of the fly did not sBem so decisive. Such matters were being 

studied, and data obtained during the course of field work was being accumulated 

with a view to WHO's activities being expanded. 

The representative of Egypt had made a number of comments regarding 

bilharziasis. WHO was supporting research work on the disease and it had helpod 

with two meetings, one of which had been particularly concerned with the nomenclature 

of the snail hosts in Africa. The results of those meetings had been disseminated 

throughout the world. If laboratories undertook work on improved methods of 

dealing with the disease, WHO would certainly consider giving financial support for 

that work. That applied also to onchocerciasis and filariasis. As an enormous 

amount of work was required on those diseases, WHO was anxious that it should be 

organized in a number of well- planned phases. 

In reply to the Syrian delegate, he would recall that the Director -General 

had repeatedly stressed the need to keep WHOts headquarters office costs down to a 

minimum so that as much as possible could be spent on field activities. 

Section 5.2 - Organization of Public Health Servíces 

Dr KAUL recalled that at the eleventh meeting the United States delegate had 

spoken about WHO1s dental health activities. The Director -General considered that 
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emphasis should be placed on dental health, and that, as a first step, a study should 

be made of the epidemiology of dental diseases and the preventive aspects of dental 

health work. Provision had been made for convening án expert committee to discuss 

problems of auxiliary dental personnel in 1958. 

The United States delegate had asked what facilities there were at regional 

offices' for providing dental health services. There was one full -time dental health 

officer; at rHQ headquarters and another full -time dental health officer in the 

Regional Office for the Americas; but there was no such officer in any of the other 

regional offices. Much had to be done at headquarters before work on extensive 

regional dental health programmes could be undertaken. 

Section 5.3 - Environmental Sanitation 

There were no comments. 

Section 5.4 - Education and Training Services 

Professor STAiтАR (Yugoslavia) recalled that two years previously a study 

group, composed of veterinarians and doctors, had met to discuss the common problems 

of medical and veterinary education. Co-operation between veterinarians and 

doctors was very necessary, and there was a special need for collaboration between 

veterinary and medical schools. Medical and veterinary students - undergraduate 

students in particular - should be brought together to discuss common probleгas. 

There was véry little co-operation at present between medical and veterinary schools 

in most countries. Perhaps it would be possible to help bring about more co- 

operation of that kind. 
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He was glad to see that the Director -General had made provision for work on the 

preventive aspects of pathology and physiology, he would like to sea biology and 

statistics also studied from the point of view of preventive medicine. 

Dr DRFNY (Ireland) said that the Irish authorities were very grateful to 4'130 

for co- operation in the matter of fellowships. His delegation also supported the 

request of the Swedish delegation for earlier information on the evaluation of the • training programme and ' f ellowships . 

In some cases, national counterparts to WHO personnel engaged on demonstration 

projects had been sent abroad for training after work on the рrоj®ct had been 

completed; would it not be better to send them for training .beforе work on the, 

project began? 

Dr HAI&ГANI (Egypt) referring to the exchange of research workers (page 54) 

asked for information regarding the regional distribution of such exchanges. 

Dr KA.UL said that the Director -General agreed with the Yugoslav delegate on the 

points he had made. He would examine ways of furthering collaboration between 

medical and veterinary schools and stimulating the undergraduate training of 

veterinary medical students in particular. 

Regarding the Yugoslav delegate Т remarks concerning the inclusion of biology 

and other subjects in the type of study to be carried out on pathology and physiology, 

he would recall that the education and training programme was a long -term one, and 

it might be possible to include the subjects in question at a later stage, 

Concerning the request made by the delegate of Ireland, he explained that thy; 

Director -General was in possession of a considerable amount of data regarding the 
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operation of WнO; s fellowships programme over the last ten years, and intended to 

submit a report on it for consideration at the Eleventh-Woг1d Health AssembЭ.y. 

The Director -General would bear in mind what the delegate of Ireland had said 

геgагdлg the sending of counterpart personnel abroad for training; sometimes, however, 

suitable personnel could not be found for training before the project in question 

was begun. . 

The statеment on page 54 of the proposed programme and budget regarding the 

exchange of research workers applied to exchanges at the regional level as well as 

at the international. 

Section 5.5 - Reports and Analysis 

Dr DEENY (Ireland) suggested the Secretariat might consider including in its 

report on the work of WHO in 1957 information regarding the results achieved by the 

evaluation system which had been adopted in 1956. He also suggested that the costing 

of projects should be associated with that system. 

Dr К&UI1 said he had noted the first suggestion; the information in question 

would be included either in the report on the work of WHO during 1957 or in a separate 

report. Implementation of the second suggestion would be a very complicated matter; 

what costing in particular did the delegate of Ireland have in mind? 

Dr DEEY�ТY (Ireland) said he had made the second suggestion because his country's 

health administration, and indeed health аdministratioxns in other countries, were 

continually being asked for information on the relationship between the value of 

public health services and the cost of such services. Any data collected from WH0 

on the matter would be extremely welcome. 
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The CAлIR•�N said that the Committee on Programme and Budget was not required 

to discuss the contents of sections 5.6 to 5.9, or section 6: they had been referred 

to the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Natters. 

Expert Committees and Conferences 

Dr АСI,EАI (New Zealand) said that the New Zealand Government was somewhat 

concerned at the proposed increase in expenditure on expert committees and conferences, 

although it realized that such committees and conferences were vary valuable. The 

Executive Board, in its report on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 

1958 (Official Records No. 77), had expressed similar concern, but it had not 

suggested that any of the meetings of expert committees which the Director- General 

proposed for 1958 should be deferred to another year. The New Zealand Government 

did not wish to propose that any of those meetings should be deferred, but it had 

instructed him to state that the results of WHO expert committees and conferences 

differed very greatly in value, and to urge that those differences should be borne • in mind when making plans for convening such meetings. . 

Professor STА�РАR (Yugoslavia) thought the results of the work done by expert 

committees and conferences were very valuable indeed. Some of the opinions 

expressed by them might not please people of certain persuasions, but, in spite of 

that, their reports had a very valuable and stimulating effect. He was in favour of 

convening more expert committees and conferences each year than in the past. 

The Regions 

Africa 

There were no comments. 
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The Americas 

There were no comments. 

South -East Asia 

Dr Aft+АR (Indonesia) said that both и0 and the United States International 

Co- operation Administration were giving assistance to the Indonesian authorities for 

carrying out their malaria programme, and the two agencies were collaborating most 

satisfactorily. 'CA had two malaria -control teams at work in Indonesia, attached to 

the central medical services in Djakarta, the other in South, Sumatra. The Government 

was awarding high priority to work in combating malaria, which caused great ravages 

in Indonesia, particularly amongst children. The Indonesian authorities were 

establishing three more institutes to strengthen their antimalaria organization; 

the aim was eradication in carefully planned stages. 

Euro�e 

There wore no comments. 

Eastern T.Tediterranean 

Dr 1 LАWАыI (Egypt) said t �t.thг Egуtian authorities were very satisfied with the 

Director -General's proposals for 1958 relating to Egypt. The amount shown for 

supplies for the bilharziasis-control project however (page 279), namely 4 1000, 

was not sufficient: new molluscicides and new drugs for treatment would doubtless be 

discovered before the end of 1958 and more money would be required for buying supplies 

of such molluscicides and drugs, and also for the films, etc., required for educating 

the public if the project was to be successful 
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Dr ТAB i,, Regional Director designate for the Eastern Mediterranean, said that the 

project had been approved in the form indicated on page 279 at the last session of the 

Regional Committee for the Lastern Mediterranean. However, since then, the Regional 

Office had been in consultation with the Egyptian authorities on this subject and the 

plans for the project would be revised in the light of the newer conceptions. He 

was sure that additional funds would be assigned to the project if they were needed 

to buy specialized equipment. Health education of the public was indeed an • important part of such projects. 

Western Pacific 

Dr } ТСлLFE (Australia) said that the ,ustralian authorities had greatly 

appreciated the visits they had received from the Director -General and the Regional 

Director for the Western Pacific during 1956. 

He asked for information on the stage reached in the arrangements for the 

proposed seminar on dental health to be held in Australia. 

Dr FANG, Regional Director for the Western Pacific, said that the matter was 

still under discussion, but agreement had almost been reached on holding the seminar 

in •Australia in 1959. 

Dr MEТС�.LFE (Australia) said that the Australian Dental •issociation was holding 

a congress, and had expressed the wish that the seminar be organized in conjunction 

with that congress, which was to be in 1958. 

Dr FANG said he had received a letter that very morning giving 1959 as the year 

during which the conference would most likely be held. He would send a cable asking 

for confirmation. If the letter proved to be correct, the matter could be discussed 

at the next session of the Regional Committee. 



Al o/PвcBrмin/13 
page 12 

Region Undesignated 

There were no comments 

Supplement 

There were no comments. 

Tесh_niсal Assistance Summarie s 

The CНAIRNлN suggested that the Committee defer discussion of annex 4, containing 41 

the Technical Assistance summaries, until it took up item 6.5 of the agenda (WHO 

participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical assistance). 

Additional Projects (Annex 5) 

There were no comments. 

Draf t п. r ,!6v.1° ..'Heаlth. Statistics (Document А10/p&В/14 Rev.1) 

".� WY ТТ (United States of America) said that a number of people had expressed 

the opinion that the draft resolution on vital and health statistics which had been 

been proposed by the United States delegation and adopted by the Committee 

(document A10/P&B /14 Rev.1) appeared to call for action by WHO which would be 

tantamount to interference with activities of the United Nations. The United States 

delegation in s1 mitting the draft resolution had not intended to propose ,that there. 

should be any change at all in the division of responsibilities between the United 

Nations and WHO. It had submitted the draft resolution solely as a means of helping 

to ensure that WHO would fulfil its existing responsibilities. 



о/ф&в/t1јn/�.з 

page 13 

Dr TIPS RMAN (Assistant Director -General, Department cf Central Technical Services), 

Secretary, suggested the insertion of the words "in collaboration with the United 

Nations where appropriate" after the word "Organization" in the second line of the 

first operative paragraph of the draft resolution. 

Nr WYATT (United States of America) indicated that that addition would be 

acceptable to his delegation. 

Mr FERRУ (United Kingdom) said that he had no objection whatever to that addition 

' being made. But he wished to place nr r.- -?cord that the United Kingdom delegation 

considered that all resolutions of the kind under discussion were subject to 

Article XIIIof the agreement between the United Nations and WHO. 

. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted as amended. 

Draft resolution on the Epidemiology of Cancer (Document А1О/ .В /13 Rev.') (continued) 

The СНЛIВМAN invited comments on a revised version (A10/P&B/13 Rev.l) of the draft 

resolution on the epidemiology of cancer discussed at the eleventh meeting. 

Mr FRY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) stated that the 

sponsors of the original draft resolution were pleased that the delegation of the Union 

of So,tiet Socialist Republics had joined them in sponsoring the new version of the draft 

resolution. He explained that, as a result of a number of consultations which had taken 

place, it had been agreed to add, as sub -paragraph (e), the point put forward by the 

representative of the USSR. 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) supported the draft resolution. In carrying cut the proposed 

study, account should be taken cf the health hazards connected with the rapid development 

of the chemical industry and the.rossibility of certain food additives being canceregenic. 
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The desirability and the urgency of such a study should also be emphasized. He would 

submit amendments covering those two pints in writing . 

Dr I'.LWANI (Egypt) said that there was an increase in the incidence of cancer in 

сonne'k;n with certain diseases; for example, a 5 per cent. incidence of cancer 

associated with bilharziasis had been noted in some areas. He therefore wished to 

própose the addition of the words ''and certain diseases" after the words "environmental 

conditions" in sub -paragraph (e) of the operative part. 

Professor PESONEN (Finland) supported the delegate of Sweden: there was good 

reason to believe that some of the substances added to certain types of food, such as 

margarine, were liable to cause cancer. 

WHO was not the only international organization concerned with cancer; to prevent 

duplication a clause should be adсЊd to the draft resolution emphasizing the need for 

the proposed study to be carried cut in close collaboration with other organizations. 

The meeting -� was suspended at 4 р.m, and resumed at 430 nm. 

The СНAIRи::N said that, after discussion between the sponsors of the draft resoluд 

tion and the delegations proposing amendments, it had been agreed that paragraph (d) of 

the draft resolution should road: "(d) consider the desirability and urgеnсy of both 

co- crdinating . . ." That amendment was subject to a statement by the Assistant 

Director -General, Department of Central Technical Services, regarding its interpretatior. 

Dr ТDЛí��ЕНМ ̂,Л1 (Assistant Director -General, Department of Central Technical Seriтiсes; 

Secretary, said that the Director -- General, in interpreting the co- ordination aspects of 

that resolution, as mentioned under sub- paragraph (d), would take due account of other 

organizations working in comparable fields, for instance, FAO, the International Union 
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against Cancer, and other competent bodies. With regard to the environmental 

conditions as mentioned under (e), those would be interpreted to include the possible 

carcinogenic influence of food additives and other chemical suйstancеs used in the 

course of everyday life, as also the point made by the delegate of Egypt, namely, the 

possible relationship between cancer and certain diseases. Final lу, due account 

would also be taken of the specific points made by the delegation of the USSR in 

document J111_О 1 &в/13 +adCj • 1в 

Decision: The draft resolution as amended was unanimously approved 
in the light of the statement on interpretation. 

2. 'ТО Р ".RТICIР ТХON IN THE EХР NDED PROGR OF TECHNIС+:L SSISTЛNСE: 

Item 6.5 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 71, resolution WH+19.55; 

Official Records No. 76, resolutions ЕВ19.N45, EВ19•R46, ЕВ19.R47, 
EВ19.R48'and Annex 15; Official Records No. 77, Chapter II, Section 3 
and Chapter IV, part III; document 'y1о7F&В/7) 

Dr K:UL, Assistant Director -General, I:dvisory Services, said that during the year 

no major problems had been encountered and the 1957 programme was proceeding satis 

factorily. The programme's financial stability had improved and in 1957 activities 

were to remain at the same level as in 1956. The resources of the special account had 

been rising during the past two years. However, there had been a slight diminution in 

the percentage of the total resources of the Expanded Technical .lssistance Programme to 

be earmarked for health activities; that proportion was 17.94 per cent. as against 

18.49 per cent. in 1956. The proportion of funds available for the development of 

power, transport, industry and agriculture had risen somewhat. The Executive Board 

had renewed its recomndation that, in planning health activities to be included in 

their 1958 co- ordimated country programmes, governments should lay particular emphasis 
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on projects with a direct impact on economic and social development (resolution 

ЕВ19.R46, part I). 

He then referred the Committee to document А10 /Р&В /7, page 3, paragraph 4, from 

which it could be seen that funds available for the field programme amounted to 

US$ 25 400 000 of which US$ 5 401 000 was allotted to WHO as the planning target 

for 1958. Governments had been informed and their individual planning targets 

fixed. 

He drew the Committee's attention to the artificial division of projects which 

had resulted from the decision of the Technical Assistance Committee to impose a 

limitation of •10 per cent. on regional projects as compared with 1957 (resolution 

EВ19.Ft47). A further complication hád arisen in the planning of the 1958 programme: 

governments had to include in their overall requests for Technical Assistance their 

own active support of regional projects in which they wished to participate. In 

previous years, that had been done by the responsible regional body, that is the 

WHO гејоnа1 committee. At its summer session TAC was to review the situation and 

would consider inter -country field projects above the 10 per cent. on an ad hoc 

basis and approve them if it felt justified in so doing. 

As regards local costs, the Executive Board considered that the Technical 

Assistance Board (TAB), and TAC should reconsider the necessity of requiring 

governments to contribute' to the local subsistence costs of internationally 

recruited personnel .engaged on Technical Assistance projects. That contribution 

was no longer required of Member States for WHO regular programme projects. 



:‚1%& в Д4јnлз 
page 17 

Professor GR СНТCHENКОV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his 

delegation was particularly interested in WHO participation in the Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistяnсе. The question of technical assistance was 

extremely important and he wished clearly to state his delegationts position in 

that respect. 

The Soviet Union consistently followed a policy of co- operation, with all 

countries, independently of their social structure and on the basis of.the 

principle of sovereign sad equal rights of countries and of nor- interference. 

Particular emphasis was given to technical help in the health field to under- 

developed countries, which had inherited considerable problems from their colonial 

past. Hе recalled that his Government had contributed twenty million roubles to 

the Expanded Programme of Тeсhnical :assistance in the past five years. Agreements 

had been reached for supplying necessary equipment to many countries, and his 

Government had sent specialists and experts to those countries. 

The Soviet Union had, thus, considerable experience in rendering assistance 

to under- developed countries and he was happy to state that his Government was 

prepared to intensify such help in the health field under the auspices of WHO. 

Soviet doctors and specialists would be available to visit the under -developed 

countries and opportunities would be given for specialized training in the medical 

institutions of the Soviet Union to nationals from those countries. 

He recalled that the Soviet Union had developed highly particular spheres, such 

as health education, training of nurses, midwives and auxiliary personnel, malaria 

eradication and preventive measures. He would refer to the methods used by the 

Soviet Union in malaria eradication when that subject was considered. 
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For some years past communicable diseases, such as plague, cholera and smallpox, 

had been eradicated, venereal disease had been practically eliminated, and a 

considerable decrease had been achieved in tuberculosis. 

In connexion with venereal disease, he wished to correct an error made by the 

Lancet. which, reporting on the International Symposium on Venereal Diseases and 

Treponematoses in Washington, had mentioned the existence in the USSR of endemic 

foci of syphilis. If such foci had ever existed, they had been eliminated during 

the past forty years. 

The attention paid for many years to maternal and child care was known to all, 

and he .cited the training centres and scientific research set up in that field. 

Therapeutic and prophylactic medicine had been closely linked and an extensive 

network of health centres, institutions and laboratories, established. The 

Soviet Union, as well as providing advisory sеrvicеs and accepting fellows for 

training, would also be in a position to supply antibiotics, medicaments and medical 

instruments. The specific provisions for such aid would be drawn up both with WHO, 

at Headquarters or in the regional offices, and directly in the underdeveloped 

countries. Soviet assistance would contribute to the eradication of malaria, 

trachoma and other serious diseases. 

He assured the Committee that his country would do everything possible to 

ensure the development of health in all under - developed countries, particularly 

.where children were concerned - for healthy children represented the best hope for 

the future. 

Dx ANW"R (Indonesia) referring to document :.10/P&В/7, page 4, paragraph 5, asked 

what were the criteria established by Та for the granting of general waivers of 

local living costs. 
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Dr Ю'UL said that WHO deeply epprеciated the assistance offered by the USSR 

under the Expanded Technical .1ssistancе Programme. The Secretariat had taken 

note of the various fields mentioned by the delegate of the USSR as being ones 

in which his country could provide such assistance. During the past two 

years, certain health activities had been carried on with direct assistance 

from the USSR. In 1956, tour countries had received equipment, including 

hospital, x -ray and laboratory equipment, and assistance with the setting up . 

of maternal and child health and public health centres. That type of aid 

would continue throughout 1957. . 

ле regards the suggestion that fellows should be sent to the USSR for 

training., certain difficulties had arisen, particularly language difficulties, 

but methods of overcoming them were being studied. 

In reply to the delegate of Indonesia, he said that Tî,B granted temporary 

waivers for a period of one year at a time in response to requests from 

under- developed countries which were in temporary budgetary difficulties, 

or in to low an economic state in general, that they could not pay those costs. 

Countries applying for exemption had to submit a statement of their economic 

and financial condition and a detailed account of the reasons for their inability 

to pay. The criteria themselves were .detailed but that was their general 

tenor. 

.it the request of the Chairman, he read out the following draft resolutions 
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The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Having studied the report of the Director -- General on the Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistance for 1958 as well as resolutions ЕB19.R45, 

EB19.R4b, ЕB19.R47 and ЕВ19.R48 of the Executive Board adopted at its nine- 

teenth sessions 

1. CONCURS in the opinions expressed by the Executive Board in those 

resolutions; 

2. EXPRESSES its satisfaction at the improved financial stability of the 

Programme and the fact that the earmarking for WHO- assisted projects for 1957 

at the beginning of the year was equal to the Category -I approved Programme, 

except for a part of the projects planned for financing from currencies 

requiring management; 

3. URGES Members to emphasize the priority of health projects in their 1958 

country programme requests as an essential factor in the social and economic 

development of countries; 

4. RECOGNIZES that the 10 per cent, limitation for regional or inter - 

country projects placed by the Technical Assistance Committee on the planning 

figure for projects is detrimental to assistance to governments in the health 

field when such assistance can best take the form of a•programme serving a 

group of countries, as stated in the Second General Programme of Work; 

5. NOTES with satisfaction that the Technical Assistance Committee intends 

to make a full study of regional projects at its session in the summer of 

1957 and will reconsider the policy concerning the percentage for regional 

projects for future years; 

6. CALLS the attention of Members to the requirement for their central co- 

ordinating authority to give active support to regional projects in the 

Technical Assistance Programme in which they wish to participate in 1958 and 

future years. 
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Decision: The Committee approved the draft resolution. 

3, RELАТIONS WITH UNICEF: Item 6.13 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 76, 
resolution EB19.R58 and Annex 20; Official Records No. 77, Chapter II, 

section 4; document А10 /Р&B /8) 

Dr KAUL said that the main point for the attention of the Committee was that of 

allocations for programmes, details of which were to be found on page 2 of document 

А10 /Р&B /8, The figures approved at the April session of the UNICEF Executive Boaxd 

were slightly lower than those approved by its October- November 1956 session, but 

the high proportion of UNICEF funds devoted to programmes in the field of health 

and maternal and child welfare showed the importance which UNICEF attached to those 

aspects of its work. 

In connexion with section 4 of the working document, he drew the attention of 

the Committee to the forecast of requests for allocations as contained in Official 

Records No. 76, page 137. The table indicated UNICEF's forecast of the sums re- 

quired for disease-control activities in 1956 -1959 and gave some account of the 

trend of requests for 1960 -1961. 

Increasing emphasis was being placed on building up the maternal and child 

welfare aspects of permanent rural health and welfare services and by 1960 it was 

expected that maternal and child welfare aid would have doubled. 

In maternal and child health, the accent was to be on training persons to serve 

in leading and supervisory positions. The question had arisen at the October 

session of UNICEF Executive Board, and at its April session the Board had agreed 

that UNICEF shoцld advocate the creation of chairs of paediatrics and preventive 
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medicine in selected schools of medicine or public health, since the programme of 

expansion of effective maternal and child health services was hampered by lack of 

trained staff. At its nineteenth session, the WHO Executive Board had noted . 

UNICEF's decision with satisfaction. One country had already received an alloca- 

tion under the new policy, 

The WHO Executive Board had reviewed joint UNICEF /WHO maternal and child health 

projects at the request of UNICEF, and had found them satisfactory, 

General and financial relations with the Executive Board and Secretariat of 

UNICEF had also remained satisfactory. 

Professor SТAMPAR (Yugoslavia) thanked UNICEF for the aid which it had so 

generously provided for this country. 

While he did not wish to challenge the usefulness of the Internationa3. 

Children's Centre in Paris, he considered that Member States should not rely upon 

that Centre to provide the necessary supervisory staff for the maternal`and child 

health programmes of countries in the world. He therefore strongly approved of 

UNICEF's new policy. 

The need was not only for new training facilities in paediatric and preventive 

medicine and the improvement of the training provided in existing schools, but also 

for a change of emphasis. At present, the emphasis was on clinical rather than 

social paediatrics. That would have to be changed. 

Dr LAКSНМANAN (India) expressed his Government's appreciation of the assistance 

received from UNICEF for the implementation of health programmes in collaboration 

with WHO. Thanks to that aid, it had been possible to develop considerable the 
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All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health in Calcutta. The main function 

of that Institute was to train public health and maternal and child health workers. 

It was one 'of the few institutes of its kind in that part of the world to include 

an urban centre and rural centre at which trainees could study rural health condi- 

tions, as well as following the general work of the Institute. UNICEF help had 

also been received in connexion with community development, and the primary health 

centres scheme. ... 
. 

In connexion with UNICEF +s decision to strengthen the teachi..ng of paediatrics 

in medical and public health centres, he joined the delegate of Yugoslavia in 

approving that decision. He agreed with Dr Stampar that the emphasis should be 

placed on social paedi -.:tz ics 

He suggested that the grant of fellowships for study in the country or region 

of origin was more valuable for the expansion of maternal and child health work 

than the grant of fellowships for study outside that country or region. The 

advantage of studying locally was that trainees studied in the conditions in which 

they would have to work. 

Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ (Costa Rica) thanked UNICEF for the assistance which his 

country had received; that assistance had begun several years previously with help 

in a malaria•. -control project, follоweд in due course by a programme of supplemental 

feeding; including distribution of milk and reorganization of school -meals. Sincв 

that time, there had been a BCG vaccinati nn ргcgx'amme and, in 1956, a plant of the 

"spray" type had been completed for the processing of dried milk. 411 the projects 

to which he referred had been completed and placed under the control of the health 

administration. 
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Dr ANWAR (Indonesia) also expressed his country's thanks to UNICEF for the 

substantial assistance given. UNICEF, in collaboration with WHO and the national 

health administration, was engaged in Indonesia in the biggest yaws control campaign 

in the world. Several millions of persons had already been treated, The campaign 

had started in 1951 and was still receiving assistance from UNICEF and WHO, it was 

hoped such assist ̂ nee would be continued until 1956, by which date it was hoped that 

yaws would be effectively controlled. 

Under the heading of maternal and child health, there were also extensive 

programmes in progress including a project for the post -graduate training of mid- 

wives, a BCG vaccination campaign, and a trachoma -control campaign. 

Dr JAFAR. (Pakistan) joined previous speakers in appreciating the work of 

UNICEF, without whose help many of the projects planned by WHO and national health 

administrations might not have been put into effect. He had noted the part played 

by UNICEF in the malaria eradication programme, but in maternal and child health 

matters progress had been much less satisfactory. Repeated reference had been 

made to staffing difficulties, and he realized that WHO, which provided the health 

staff for international projects, was finding it increasingly difficult to do so, 

Не wondered whether WHO had examined the possibility of sending fellows trained 

abroad back to their countries of origin to iъiр in maternal and child health work 

and the teaching of social paediatrics. He whole- heartedly approved of UNICEF's 

new policy of strengthening the teaching of paediatrics in national centres. 

He noted that only 28 per cent. of the total funds available to UNICEF were 

being used for maternal and child health work, while the rest was absorbed by general 

health projects. He considered thet WHO should encourage UNICEF to devote a larger 

proportion of its funds to direct maternal and child health work. 
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Dr YEN (China) thanked UNICEF for the help which his country was receiving, 

and in particular for UNICEFts contribution to the trachoma grid venereal disease 

control campaigns. His Government was satisfied with the manner in which WHO, 

UNICEF and the national health administration were collaborating. The beneficial 

effects of that collaboration had already been felt in his country, where. the 

standard of general health had been raised. 

Dr NAFICY (Iran) thanked UNICEF for the assistance it had been giving his 

country for several years, particularly in connexion with tuberculosis control, 

BCG vaccination and the equipment of maternal and ohild health centres throe hout 

the country.. UNICEF had also provided assistance for the construction of a milk 

pasteurization plant in Teheran, which plant was nearing completion. 

Dr KAUL, replying to the delegate of Yugoslavia, said that the improvement in 

teaching at the national level was the precise purpose of the expansion of UNICEF's 

training programme. UNICEF!s Executive Board had recognized that the International 

Children's Centro in Paris had limited training facilities, while national centres 

were very short -staffed. It was to remedy that situation that UNICEF had decided 

to strengthen the teaching of paediatrics and preventive medicine in the national 

centres. 

It was true that a relatively small proportion of UNICEF's funds were devoted 

to maternal and child health projects in the narrow sense. However, many other 

health projects benefited primarily mothers and children. Al projects concerning 

the control of communicable diseases, BCG vaccination, environmental sanitation and 

rural health services, to méntion only a few, made a great contribution to the 
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health of mothers and children. Altheugh there was a Joint UNICEF /WHO Committee on 

Health Policy which approved the type of activity in which UNICEF invested its funds, 

in the last resort it was UNICEF 1s Executive Board which decided on the actual 

projects. If UNICEF were to devote all its funds to maternal and child health 

projects in the narrow sense of the word, there would be a danger of the general 

balance of health programmes being destroyed. 

Dr JAFAR (Pakistan) said that all projects from UNICEF were routed through WHO, 

which seemed in practice to have a determining influence on what projects received 

UNICEF support. He had in mind cases when WHO, through its Regional Office» had 

not seen fit to advise giving a project financial support; UNICEF had thereupon 

dropped that project. He thought that WHO would be in a position to prevent the 

general balance of health projects being disturbed by giving UNICEF the appropriate 

advice. 

At the request of the Chairman, Dr KAUL read out the following draft resolution: 

The Tenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on relations with 

UNICEF; 

Noting that the financial arrangements between UNICEF and WHO continue 

to be satisfactory; 

Having noted the actions taken by the UNICEF Executive Board at its 

October/November 1956 and April 1957 sessions concerning questions which are 

of immediate interest to WHO; 

Considering the interest of the World Health Organization in malaria 

eradication as evidenced by the decisions of the World Health Assembly in 

resolution WHA8.з0; and 
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Considering the trends of resources which might be made available by 

UNICEF for jointly assisted UNICEF /WHO projects in the field of communicable 

diseases control and maternal and child health, 

1. NOTES the report of the Director -General; 

2. NOTES with appreciation that the UNICEF Executive Board has given emphasis 

to assistance for malaria cradle.tien and considered it reasonable to retain 

through 1961 the ceiling of $ 10 000 000 per year set in 1956 for this purpose; 

З. NOTES with satisfaction that UNICEF has approved the principle of grants- 

, in -aid to selected schools of medicine and public health to help them begin or 

strengthen the teaching of paediatrics and preventive medicine in order to 

render more effective the activities already undertaken or to be undertaken 

in relation to maternal and child health and that they have reaffirmed that 

this aid "would be supplementary to that available from WHO ....... and would 

as usual be planned in close consultation with WHO "; and 

4. EXPRESSES its satisfaction with the continued close and effective co- 

operation between the two organizations. 

Dr SIRI (Argentina) proposed that the text of the draft resolution be circulated 

prior to discussion at a subsequent meeting. 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m. 


