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1. OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN said that he was conscious of the great honour which had been 

done him in electing him tc this responsible post. He considered it as a 

compliment and gesture of goodwill to the country which he represented. He was 

conscious of the arduous task before him but he was sure that the members of the 

Committee would help him to expedite the work of the Committee on Programme and 

Budget in the manner that was essential to the smooth working of the Health Assembly. 

He knew that he could depend upon the help of members and that with the valuable 

guidance of the Secretariat the Committee would be able to steer its way through 

the difficult task that lay ahead in the next two weeks.

Some of the delegates present were already well known to him and to each other, 

but there were others who had not previously attended a meeting of the Committee 

and he extended to them a welcome on behalf of the Committee. He specially 

welcomed the representatives of those Member States which were now resuming active 

participation in the work of the Organization - the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, Poland, Albania and Bulgaria, whose contributions would greatly add to 

the usefulness of the Committee1s debates.

He wished also to welcome the delegate of Ghana. Ghana had been represented 

on the Committee in earlier years but it now attended, fcr the first time with the 

responsibility of a full Member.

He welcomed also Professer Canaperia, the representative of the Executive 

Board, who the previous day in the plenary meeting, had given a clear explanation 

of the work of the Board,, Other questions would arise on which Professor 

Canaperia!s explanations would be of the greatest assistance0
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On behalf of the Committee he rrelaoraod aleo the representativos uf the United 

Nations and specialized agencies whose presence showed the importance that these 

bodies attached to the working of the Committee. He welcomed the representatives 

of inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations whose presence was 

important both to WHO and to those organizations, because the co-ordination of the 

work of all interested organizations was fundamental to effective international 

health work. Finally, he welcomed the attendance of the observers from non-Member 

States - Colombia, the Holy See and San Marino.

2. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 6.1 of the Agenda
(Document A10/9)

The CHAIRMAN said that the first item on the Committee1 s agenda was the 

election of a Vice-Chairman and a Rapporteur. The Committee had before it the 

third report of the Committee on Nominations (document AlO/9) which had proposed 

as Vice-Chairman Dr Zaki (Sudan) and as Rapporteur Dr Shoeb (Egypt).

Decision: The Committee unanimously elected Dr Zaki as Vice-Chairman
and Dr Shoeb as Rapporteur.

The CHAIRMAN called upon the Secretary to read the terms of reference of the 

Committee on Programme and Budget as set out in resolution WHA10.2 and to indicate 

the agenda items which had been referred to the Committee.

Dr KAUL (Assistant Director-General, Department of Advisory Services), 

Secretary, read out resolution WHA10.2.
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The items referred for consideration by the Committee on Programme and Budget 

were sot out in document AlO/l on pages 3 and 4. Two modifications had been made 

in the items there mentioned: there had been added item 12 (Technical Discussions 

at Health Assemblies) 3 and item 6.4 (Assembly procedures for examining the 

programme, budget and ancillary administrative, financial and personnel matters), 

originally allocated to the Committee on Programme and Budget, had been transferred 

f'cr consideration by the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

3. INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE - ESTABLISHMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEE:
Item 6.7(a) of the Agenda

The CHAIRMAN explained that it was not proposed at the present meeting to 

consider the contents of the Report of the Committee on International Quarantine 

but simply the question of establishing the relevant sub-committee under item 6.7(a) 

of the Agenda.

In the past the reports of the International Committee on Quarantine had been 

considered by a sub-committee of the Committee on Programme and Budget, and in 

previous years these sub-committees had been sub-committees of the whole. If such 

a sub-committee were appointed it would consider agenda items 6.7(b) and 6.7(e) in 

detail and report back to the Committee. This procedure was in accordance with 

Rules 38 and 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, He suggested 

that the procedure adopted in the past might be a good way to proceed.

In the absence of comments he assumed that it was the wish of the Committee to 

follow the procedure of previous years.

It was so agreed.
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4. CROANIZATICN OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND BUDGET

The CHAIRMAN recalled the hours of meeting cf the Committee as determined by 

the General Committee of the Health Assembly.

The Committee on Programme and Budget at its next meeting, on Monday, 13 May, 

would take up item 6.2 of the Agenda, the review of work during 1956, on which the 

main document was the Annual Report of the Director-General (Official Records No. 75)• 

At present, this subject was Still under general review by th® Assembly in plenary 

meeting: when it came to the Committee on Programme and Budget next week it would 

be discussed in detail.

He proposed that the Committee should break up and reassemble in quarter of 

an hour as the Sub-Committee on International Quarantine, which could then elect 

its own officers.

Dr HIDE (United States cf America) recalled that the previous year it had been 

found that most delegates had already made their comments on the Annual Report of 

the Director-General in plenary meeting and had little to add in the Committee on 

Programme and Budget. There might therefore on Monday be time for other business 

and it would be helpful if the Chairman could suggest what items could then be 

discussed.

The CHAIRMAN, in reply to the delegate of the United States, thought that, 

although several of the delegates had spoken in the plenary meeting on the Annual 

Report of the Director-General, their comments had been in rather general terms.

The discussion in the Committee on Programme and Budget would probably be in more
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detail and might well take at least one day. It would therefore be wise to 

reserve the whole of Monday for the discussion.

Dr MCLEAN (New Zealand) understood the Chairman to have suggested that 

after a short interval the Committee should re-convene as its Sub-Committee to 

consider the report of the Committee on International Quarantine, This report 

was lengthy and perhaps delegates should have more time to study it. It might 

therefore be preferable to postpone the discussion for a time.

The CHAIRMAN explained that his suggestion had been that the Sub-Committee 

should hold an organizational meeting only, to elect its officers.

The meeting rose at 3«10 p»m.


