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1. Introduction

1,1 The developments in regard to the peaceful uses of atonic energy between the
Director-General's report to the Ninth World Hoclth Assembly"1" and the nineteenth
session of the Executive Board are set out in Annex 3 to the report of that session

2of the Board.

1,2 A general description of the bodies of importance to WHO in its work on the 
health aspects of the peaceful uses of atomic energy was given in the Director- 
General' s report to the Ninth World Health Assembly.1 These are particularly - 
(a) the Preparatory Commission of the International Atomic Energy Agency, (b) the 
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, (c) the 
United Nations Advisory Comittee on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy,
(d) Subcommittee on Atomic Energy of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination,
(e) the International Commissions on Radiological Protection and on Radiological 
Units and Measurements, both non-gcvernmental, and in official relationship with 
WHO.

2. The International Atomic Energy Agency

2,1 The Executive Board at its nineteenth session authorized the Director-General
3in resolution EB19.R2 to initiate discussions with the Preparatory Commission of 

the International Atomic Energy Agency with a view to concluding an agreement 
between the two organizations on the basis of the agreements entered into between



WHO and the other specialized agencies. The Director-General accordingly submitted 
to the Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency a preliminary draft of an agreement between the two organizations.

3. The United Nations Scientific Committee 
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation

3.1 This body has continued to meet at six-monthly intervals since March 1956 and 
is due to report to the General Assembly of the United Nations in July 1958. The 
last session in Geneva considered questions of genetics and radiation and studied with 
great interest the report and working papers of the Study Group on the Effect of 
Radiation on Human Heredity held last year in Copenhagen by WHO. The Rapporteur of 
the WHO Study Group was able to attend the Scientific Committee as an observer for 
WHO, and was able to take a considerable part in the discussions.

Following the United Nations Scientific Committee there took place a study group 
of the International Commissions on Radiological Protection and on Radiological Units. 
This meeting was at the request of the United Nations Scientific Committee which 
commissioned these bodies to consider the question of how to arrive at reliable data 
indicating the do.ses to different parts of the body (particularly the gonads) received 
by individuals and, in the aggregate by large population groups, due to the medical 
use of ionizing radiations. Consideration was also given to the examination of what 
recording system, if any, is at present feasible for the determination of the relevant 
dose values. WHO was represented by an observer at part of this meeting.

4. The Subcommittee on Atomic Energy of the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination

4.1 The last meeting of this subcommittee, which serves to co-ordinate the work of 
the specialized agencies and the United Nations in the field of atomic energy, took 
place on 3 May. This meeting was also attended by the Executive Secretary of the 
Preparatory Commission of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The 
specialized agencies stated their own programmes on the peaceful use of atomic energy.

The Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission of the IAEA said that it 
was hoped that the first General Conference would take place this year, and possibly
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as early as August, Ho regarded it as unlikely that the Preparatory Commission of 
the Agency would be able to submit a draft agreement with any specialized agency to 
the first General Conference of the new Agency, in the time at their disposal..

5- The United Nations Advisory Committee on 
the Peaceful Use of Atomic Energy

5.1 The last meeting of this body commenced on 6 May. An afternoon was set aside 
to hearing the views of the specialized agencies and of the Preparatory Commission of 
the TAKA on the scope of the next International Conference on the Peaceful Use of 
Atceiic Energy. The WHO representative expressed the vim that a more specialized 
meeting than the previous Conference held at Geneva in 1955 would be the most 
desirable since from the medical and radiobiological point of view the amount of new 
data collected would not bo sufficient to warrant a further meeting so comparatively 
soon after the first. The specialized agencies were also given an opportunity of 
describing their programmes of work to the Advisory Committee.

6. Current activities of WHO in the 
peaceful uses of atomic energy

6.1 This year an Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education will be 
held on the subject of graduate public health training in atomic energy. A preliminary 
questionnaire has shown the importance which senior public health officers attach to 
training in this now field. Complementary to this is the Expert Committee on Atomic 
Energy in relation tc health, the subject of which is to be the introduction of 
radiation medicine into the undergraduate medical curriculum.

6.2 It is also planned to convene a study group on the mental health aspects of the 
peaceful uses cf atomic energy, towards the end of this year, Such a study is 
considered urgent and important and has the full support of the World Federation of 
Mental Health. The latter body passed a resolution urging WHO to give full 
consideration to the mental and social factors which they believed would play an 
important part in WHO1s comprehensive responsibilities in connexion with the peaceful 
use of atomic energy. It was urged that there were important mental and social 
problems in this field which could be most effectively handled if both the positive
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and the negative aspects of the problem wore taken into account in setting up the 
health protection services of the agencies concerned.

6*3 From 9-20 September UNESCO are convening an International Conference on 
Radioisotopes in Scientific Research in Paris. This Conference will not deal itself 
with matters of radiation protection, but WHO is arranging for two evening lectures 
on this subject, and has consulted the International Commission on Radiological 
Protection as to the choice of lecturer.

6.4 The Regional Office for Europe is arranging later this year for a WHO 
international course on health physics at Zurich. This WHO course will be similar 
to the Very successful course held at Stockholm in 1956 and will cover the more 
advanced physics of radiation protection, particularly for countries new to atomic 
energy work. Switzerland will be the host country for the course, with the Atomic 
Energy Commission of the United States as collaborating agency. This type of course 
is valuable to physicists with an interest in health and to medical men with an 
unusually high degree of knowledge in physics, and serves a very useful function in 
orienting persons who are likely in any case to exert a considerable influence on 
radiation protection programmes. Such training is difficult to get elsewhere for 
countries new to atomic energy.

For the training of public health and occupational health medical officers the 
type of course given at the end of last year at the Centre National d'Etudes 
Nucléaires, Saclay, France, and organized by the French Goverment was valuable.
The European Office was able to grant a number of fellowships to this course and 
provide two additional lecturers from other countries. From the long-term point of 
view it seems likely that the best solution to the problem of training public health 
medical officers would be to provide fellowships, of about a year's duration, for 
medical officers to study radiation protection, radiobiology and radiation usage to 
a high level in one of the atomically advanced countries. The fellow Qn his return 
to his own country could then undertake teaching as required, either combined with 
research or government work. Provision for such fellowships is made in the Proposed 
Programme and Budget Estimates for 1958.1

1 Off- Rec« Wld Hlth Org. 74, 369 & 405
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6,5 Agreement has been reached for WHO to co-operate with UNESCO in assisting 
governments to obtain on loan an instrument to compare their country’s X-ray standard 
instrument with that of a well known national institute. This scheme is endorsed by 
the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation and by the 
International Commission on Radiological Units and Measurements, and should provide a 
much needed facility.


