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Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board
21. At its nineteenth session the Executive Board established "... . an ad hoc

committee,, consisting of:

(1) Professor G. A. Canaperia

(2) №  W. K. Boucher

(3) Dr A. da Silva Travassos

to meet on 6 May 1957 to consider the Report of the External Auditor on the accounts
of the Organization for the year 1956 and to submit to the Tenth World Health 
Assembly, on behalf of the Board, such comments as it deems necessary."

2. The Committee met on 6 May 1957 at the Palais des Nations, Geneva. The 
meeting was attended by the members listed above. Mr. W. H. Boucher was elected 
Ghairioan.

3. The representative of the Director-General introduced the Financial Report and 
gave explanations of the various ¡Exhibits and 'Schedules contained in the Report.

4. Mr Bruns’cog5 the External Auditor, introduced his report and made brief 
comments on the more important matters raised therein.

5. In paragraph 3 of his report the External Auditor drew attention to the fact 
that against the total working budget of y> 10 203 084 for 1956 an amount of
¿ 9 982 794 had been utilized, leaving cn unobligated balance of ÿ 220 290, or 
2.15 per cent. The corresponding percentages of unobligated balances for the 
years 1954 and 1955 were 4.27 per cent, and 2.36 per cent, respectively. He
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stated that this increased utilization of the appropriations indicated careful 
administrative and financial management.

6. In paragraph 4 of his report the External Auditor drew attention to the fact 
that in the three years 1954 to 1956 the proportion of the budgetary expenditures 
utilized for Advisory Services had risen from 49.9 per cent, in 1954 to 54.7 per cent, 
in 1956. During the same period the portion of the budget utilized for Administrative 
Services had been reduced from 12.2 per cent, in 1954 to 10.3 per cent, in 1956.

7. In paragraph 5 of his report the External Auditor made a comparison of the 
percentage of the outstanding obligations at the year-end in relation to the total 
expenditures, and stated that this percentage had decreased from 11.01 per cent, in 
1954 to 7.01 per cent, in 1956, a development which he considered to be highly 
satisfactory.

8. In paragraph 7 of his report the External Auditor made a comparison of the 
percentage of collections of contributions assessed on active Members. The 
percentage of collections in 1956 was 95.59 per cent., an increase over the 
percentage of collections in prior years. However, the External Auditor pointed 
out that on 31 December 1956, 20 Members had not paid their 1956 contributions in 
full. The Committee wishes to invite the attention of the Assembly to this point, 
and urges Members, in so far as their national legislative and financial procedures 
will allow them to do so, to provide for payment of their contributions in full during 
the year for which they are assessed.

9. In paragraph 9 of his report the External Auditor drew attention to the fact that 
the cash deficit for 1956, i.e. the difference between obligations incurred and the 
income for the year, amounted to ÿ 174 012. This deficit had been covered at
31 December by an advance from the Working Capital Fund. The Committee was pleased 
to note that collections of contributions received since 1 January 1957 had been 
sufficient to repay this advance in its entirety and at the same time to allow some 
additional funds to be placed in the Assembly Suspense Account.

10. The Committee noted that at 31 December 1956 the arrears of contributions from 
active Members amounted to ¿ 454 390 and that payments received had reduced this amount 
to ÿ 184 I76 as at 30 April 1957.
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11, The Committee feels that certain general observations made by the External 
Auditor in paragraph 14 of his report are so important that this paragraph should be 
especially drawn to the attention of the Assembly. This paragraph reads as follows*

111 am pleased to state that the financial operations of the Organization 
are carefully handled and I have therefore no specific detailed observations 
to make.

I am satisfied that the Office of Internal Audit and its auditors 
stationed in the regions have continued to carry out valuable and reliable 
work, which has also greatly facilitated my task.

The financial position of the Organization is sound.”

12. The Committee recommends to the Tenth World Health Assembly the adoption of the 
following resolution;

The Tenth World Health Assembly,

Having examined the Financial Report of the Director-General for the period 
1 January to 31 December 1956 and the Report of the External Auditor for the 
same financial period, as contained in Official Records No. 783 and

Having considered the report of the ad hoc committee of the Executive 
Board on its examination of these reports,

ACCEPTS the Director-General’s Financial Report and the Report of the 
External Auditor for the financial year 1956.


