
 

AFR/RC9/R7: 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having held discussions on the review of environmental sanitation activities of the 

Organization during the past ten years, and on a proposal for a future long-range programme with 

emphasis on the provision of piped water supplies to all communities, 

 

Considering that environmental sanitation, and in particular the provision of water supplies, 

is an essential requirement in all the countries of this Region and that significant improvement of 

the public health and of their raising of living standards are dependent thereon, 

 

Noting that the success of environmental programmes, and in particular of an expanded 

action in the field of water supplies, depends on a strong national organization which would 

closely co-ordinate all ministries or departments of the government concerned, 

 

Considering that for the development of sanitation programmes and of water supplies in 

particular the formation and training of adequate professional personnel, engineers of various 

kinds, bacteriologists, chemists, technicians, health inspectors, etc., is a prerequisite, 

 

 Having noted the WHO recommended international standards as suggested criteria for the 

control of the quality of drinking water, 

 

1. URGES Member States and Associate Members to establish a national Sanitation 

Board with representation from all the departments of the government concerned. 

This Board should have the overall responsibility of planning the national water 

supply programme; 

 

2. URGES Member States and Associate Members to strengthen their institutions for 

the training of technical personnel, viz, sanitary engineers, bacteriologists, chemists 

and other allied personnel; 

 

3. RECOMMENDS Member States and Associate Members to adopt a Resolving Fund 

or a similar financial device for the development of the programme of water supplies; 

 

4. RECOMMENDS Member States and Associate Members to adopt the WHO 

standards for drinking water as a criterion for the control of the quality of the water; 

 

5. RECOMMENDS that a meeting or conference on water supplies be held in the 

Region as soon as possible in order to discuss in detail how the programme can be 

best developed in Africa; 

 

6. REQUESTS the Regional Director to continue to encourage the strengthening and 

development of environmental sanitation programmes in close connexion with the 

training of sanitation personnel of various kinds. 

 

September 1959, 9, 12 

 

 

  


