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This document has only one purpose, namely to draw the attention of the Ninth 
World Health Assembly to the concern felt by certain national publie health 
administrations about the outcome in their respective countries of the nftl&jle,. 
eradication campaign, a campaign which is of such paramount importance for world 
health. 

The idea of voicing this concern before the Assembly is to enlist the co-operation 
of all the Representatives so that the Organization may, through its Director-General 
bring the world fight against malaria to a successful conclusion. 

By resolution WHA8„30 of the Eighth World Health Assembly it was decided that 
"the World Health Organization should take the initiative, provide technical advice, 
and encourage research and co-ordination of resources in the implementation of a 
programme having as its ultimate objective the world-wide eradication of malaria". 

In response to this appeal, no less than 30 countries, including El Salvador, 
have undertaken to eradicate this disease, and to this end have sacrificed other 
programmes and invested in the campaign a total sum of more than $53 ООО 000, 

In the case of El Salvador, the appropriation for the antimalaria measures 
represents one-third of the National Health Service programme, and one-thirteenth 
of the total budget of the Ministry of Public Health, In adopting this eradication 
programme, the Ministry in question assumed a serious technical, and, above all, a 
serious political responsibility towards the people and government of the country,. 

Ministries of Public Health would probably not have obtained, approval for their 
antimalaria programmes and budgets if they had not invoked the declarations of the. 
Health Assembly on this subject, and if they had not given public assurances that 
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such programmes had, and would have, the technical backing of WHO as a guarantee of 
success. 

A year has passed since El Salvador began its campaign for the eradication of 
malaria, after having conducted a control campaign for six years. 

In recent years various countries have found that, if malaria is to be 
successfully overcome, important technical problems must be solved. Some of these 
are already evident and have been referred to by the Expert Committee on Malaria in 
its last reports. Several countries are not in a position to solve these problems 
•without outside technical help, and they will certainly feel that they have a right 
to expect that help from WHO in its capacity as the international body which shares 
the responsibility of public health administrations towards their respective 
governments and peoples. 

The El Salvador Delegation would like to have it recognized that the prestige 
of the Organization is involved wherever there has been a diversion to the malaria 
eradication campaign of budgetary funds and personnel which in some instances are 
required for other purposes considered by the general public to be more urgent - since 
control programmes undertaken before the eradication campaign began have reduced 
morbidity and mortality from malaria to such a surprising extent that the disease 
has become a secondary consideration in some of the countries where it formerly 
constituted a very grave problem. 

There is the disquieting fact also that the prestige of WHO is involved vis à 
vis other international agencies which are making important contributions to the 
world eradication campaign and which, as in the case of UNICEF, consider WHO as the 
body responsible for ensuring that proper use id made, from the technical point of 
view, of the funds they place at the disposal of the programme. 

One can imagine what a blow it would be to the prestige of the Organization if 
the malaria eradication campaigns, begun under the impulse of an optimistic and 
categorical declaration by the World Health Assembly, did not achieve the promised 
result within a reasonable time-limit. 
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We should reflect on the serious loss of confidence in WHO, on the part of peoples 
and governments, which would result if it could be said one day, with justification, 
that the failure of some eradication campaigns was due to lack of the technical 
assistance which WHO had undertaken to give. 

The Delegation of El Salvador desires to state emphatically that it is an 
unavoidable obligation for the World Health Assembly to provide the Director-General 
with the necessary resources to enable him to give the technical assistance which is 
essential to ensure the final success of the fight against malaria. With the necessary 
resources at his disposal, the Director-General and his staff will be in a position, 
and under the obligation, to meet the Organization's commitment in connexion with the 
antimalaria campaign. 


