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It has been observed that projects for the peaceful use of atomic energy fre-
quently have been discussed, planned and even implemented without adequate contact 
having been taken with the health authorities and the experts in public health. In 
several instances the result of this has been that inadequate attention has been paid 
to the possible consequences in the field of public health. Although adequate pro-
tection for workers with radioactive material has been taken into account and the 
waste disposal problem has to some extent Ь<эеп faced, sufficient collaboration in this 
part of the planning has not always taken place. In the long run and as a result cf 
a more common use of atomic energy this will result in difficulties in avoiding radio-
active pollution of the atmosphere, the water and the soil. The possible dangerous 
consequences t.» the general health may easily be overlooked or minimized by physicists, 
engineers and even physicians working in this field. The health expert trained in 
approaching health problems from an epidemiological point of view when he is working 
with community health problems, questions of water supply, food hygiene, etc. cannot 
be neglected in the work connected with the peaceful use of atomic energy, neither can 
his experience be neglected at a time when it has become very urgent to face the un-
foreseen influences that will surely arise from the rapidly increasing use of atomic 
energy which in itself can be so beneficial to mankind. 

Many health administrations would undoubtedly be grateful to WHO for drawing 
attention to the pressing need for experts in public health participating from the very 
beginning in any project related to the peaceful use of atomic energy. 
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As a consequence of the above mentioned facts, the delegations of Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg,The Netherlands, Sweden and 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland propose the insertion in the 
proposed resolution, contained in. the resolution EB17.R57 a new paragraph 6 reading: 

6c REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate to the Governments of all 
Member States a statement that the Ninth World Health Assembly is of the opinion 
that, in every national, bilateral or multilateral project concerned with the 
peaceful use of atomic energy, planning and implementation of such projects 
should be made in close contact with the responsible public health authorities., 

Paragraph 6 as it stands should then be renumbered into paragraph 7. 


