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Draft Second Report 

The Legal Sub-Committee held its second meeting on 16 May 1956 under the 
Chairmanship of Mr M. I. Botha (Union of South Africa). 

1. Adoption of the first report of the Legal Sub-Committee 

The Legal Sub-Committee adopted its first draft report, with some drafting 
changes. 

2• Procedural problems related to constitutional amendments 
(item 7.6T2) 

After an exchange of views between the delegations represented in the Legal 
Sub-Committee, it was decided to propose to the Committee on Administration, Finance 
and Legal Matters that it recommend to the Ninth World Health Assembly the adoption 
of the following resolution: 

The Ninth World Health Assembly 

Considering that it is necessary, so as to define the mode of 
application of Article 73 of the Constitution, to establish the rules of 
procedure which should govern the consideration of proposed amendments 
to the Constitution, 

DECIDES to insert in the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, 
in the appropriate place, a rule worded as follows: 

"The Health Assembly may, without being bound by the period of time 
provided for in Article 73 of the Constitution, adopt any changes in the 
texts referred to in Rule 113 which are purely matters of drafting, and 
any changes designed to embody in a single text similar substantive 
proposals communicated to Members in accordance with the provisions of 
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Rule 113 provided, however, that such proposed changes shall have been 
communicated to delegates of Members and representatives of Associate 
Members not less than 3 days before the meeting at which the Assembly 
considers the texts of the proposed amendments to the Constitution already 
submitted to it. 

In case of doubt, a proposed change shall be deemed to be an amendment 
of substance unless the Health Assembly by a two-thirds majority decides 
Otherwise." 


