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1. FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE AND
LEGAL MATTERS

PREMIERR RAPPORT DE LA COMMISSION DES QUESTIONS ADMINISTRATIVES,
FINANCIERES ET JURIDIQUES

PRIMER INFORME DE LA COMISION DE ASUNTOS ADMINISTRATIVOS,
FINANCIEROS Y JURIDICOS

El PRESIDENTE: Se abre la sesión. Vamos a suplicar a Sir Arcot

Mudaliar que tenga la gentileza de venir a presidir esta sesión.

Sir Arcot Mudaliar (India), Vice -President, took the Chair.

Sir Arcot Mudaliar (Inde) , Vice -Président, assume la présidence.

Sir Arcot Mudaliar (India), Vicepresidente, asume la presidencia.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Delegates, the first item on the agenda, the

adoption of the third report of the Committee on Credentials, cannot be

taken up as the Committee could not meet on account of lack of a

quorum. We should therefore take the second item - adoption of the

first report of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal

Matters. May I request the Rapporteur of the Committee on Administrati,cn,

Finance and Legal Matters to come to the rostrum and present his report.

Dr DIA EL-CHATTI (Syria), Rapporteur of the Committee on Adminis-

tration, Finance and Legal Matters: Mr President, fellow delegates:
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The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters
held its first three meetings on 13 and 16 May 1955, under the
Chairmanship of Dr P. E. Moore (Canada). On the proposal of the
Committee on Nominations Dr A. Zahir (Afghanistan) was elected
Vice- Chairman and Dr Dia E. El- Chatti (Syria), Rapporteur.

The Committee established a Legal Sub -Committee, consisting
of delegates of the following countries:

Argentina, Australia, Ceylon, Denmark, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, India, Iraq, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Liberia, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan,
Philippines, Portugál, Switzerland, Tunisia, Union of South Africa,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States
of America and Viet Nam.

Certain agenda items were referred to this sub -committee, and
its recommendations, as adopted by the Committee on Administration,
Finance and Legal Matters, will be embodied in the reports of the
Committee.

The Committee decided to recommend to the Eighth World Health
Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions:

1. Publications Revolving Fund

The Eighth World Health Assembly

1. NOTES the report of the Executive Board on the status
of the Publications Revolving Fund;

2. DECIDES that the sum of $40,000 shall be withdrawn from
the balance of the Fund and applied as miscellaneous income
for financing the 1956 budget; and

3. REQUESTS the Executive Board during its seventeenth
session to re- examine the status of the Fund and to report
on it to the Ninth World Health Assembly.
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2. Financial Report of WHO for 1954 and Report of the External
Auditor

The Eighth World Health Assembly,

Having examined the Financial Report of the Director-
General for the period 1 January to 31 December 1954 and the
Report of the External Auditor for the same financial period,
as contained in Official Records No. 62; and

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of
the Exécutive Board on its examination of these reports,

ACCEPTS the Director -General's Financial Report and the
Report of the External Auditor for the financial year 1954.

3. Scales of Assessment

The Eighth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the resolution of the Seventh World
Health Assembly and the results of the study carried out by
the Executive Board at its fifteenth session;

Considering that the World Health Assembly in its previous
sessions has expressed the opinion that the. United Nations
scale shall be used as a basis for determining the scale of
assessment to be used by WHO, taking account of (a) the
difference in membership; (b) the establishment of minima
and maxima, including the provision that no country shall be
required to pay more per capita than the per capita contribu-
tion of the highest contributor,

1. DECIDES that WHO should progress toward the full
application of these principles in four annual stages as
provided in paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 below;
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2. DECIDES that the WHO scales of assessment should be establish-
ed as provided in this paragraph, subject to the provisions of
paragraphs 3, 4 and 5:

(1) that the United Nations scale of assessment for 1955
adjusted to the WHO membership be adopted for 1956 provided
that only one-fourth of the adjustment to make the. revision
in the WHO 1955 scale shall be effected in establishing the
1956 WHO s pale ;

(2) that the United Nations scale of assessment for 1956
as adjusted to the WHO membership be adopted for 1957 pro-
vided that only one -third of the adjustment to make the
revision in the WHO 1956 scale shall be effected in estab-
lishing the 1957 WHO scale;

(3) that the United Nations scale of assessment for 1957
as adjusted to the WHO membership be adopted for 1958
provided that only one -half of the adjustment to make the
revision in the WHO 1957 scale shall be effected in estab-
lishing the WHO 1958 scale;

(4) that the United Nations scale of assessment for 1958
as adjusted to the WHO membership be adopted for 1959; and

(5) that in establishing the scale of assessment to be used
in 1960 and future years, the Health Assembly further
adjust the WHO scale to take into account the latest avail-
able United Nations scale of assessment;

3. DECIDES that in the application of the principle that the
maximum assessment of any one Member shall not exceed 33 -1/3 per
cent., such maximum assessment shall be calculated as a percentage
of the total assessments of the Members actively participating in
the work of the Organization; and that this principle shall be
progressively implemented in relation to the WHO 1955 scale in
four annual stages as follows:
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(1) for 1956 one - fourth of the adjustment shall be applied;

(2) for 1957 one -half of the adjustment shall be applied;

(3) for 1958 three -fourths of the adjustment shall be applied;

(4) for 1959 and future years the full adjustment shall be
applied;

provided that, in the event of the return to active participation
of some or all of the nori- participating Members, the provisions
of this paragraph shall be reconsidered by the Health Assembly with
the view of accelerating the date by which the maximum assessment
would be 33 -1/3 per cent;

4. DECIDES that the per capita limitation principle shall be
progressively implemented over a period of four years as follows:

(1) for 1956 one -fourth of the adjustments shall be
applied;

(2) for 1957 one -half of the adjustments shall be applied;

(3) for 1958 three -fourths of the adjustments shall be
applied;

(4) for 1959 and future years the full application of the
per capita ceiling shall be made.

5. Believing that the special assessments established by the Fourth
World Health Assembly for Korea and Austria should be continued
for 1956, and

Noting the special requests of Burma and Ceylon,

DECIDES

(1) that the assessment of Korea remain fixed at 0.04 %;

(2) that for 1956 only the assessment of Austria, Burma
and Ceylon remain the same as for 1955 and that the situation
in respect of these three countries be reviewed by the Executive
Board and Ninth World Health Assembly.



A8/VR /7
page 8

4. Admission of Sudan as an Associate Member

The Eighth World Health Assembly

ADMITS the Sudan as an Associate Member of the World
Health Organization, subject to notice being given of
acceptance of Associate Membership on behalf of the Sudan
in accordance with Rules of Procedure 106 and 107.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: You have just heard the report of the

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. May I

suggest to the Assembly that we take up each of these resolutions

separately and discuss them.

Publications Revolving Fund
Fonds de roulement des publications
Fondo Rotatorio de Publicaciones

The ACTING PRESIDENT: If this is agreeable, as I presume it is,

I shall first take up the resolution pertaining to the Publications

Revolving Fund. May I know if there are any observations? May I

take it that the Assembly is in favour of adopting this resolution?

Any objections? In the absence of any objections the resolution

regarding the Publications Revolving Fund will be deemed to have been

accepted by the Assembly.

Financial Report of WI-T0 for 10 4 and Resort of the External Auditor

Rapport financier et comptes de l'0MS pour 1954 et_Rapport du

commissaire aux Comptes

Informe financierode la OMS para 1254 e Informe del auditor externo

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I now come to the second resolution

pertaining to the Financial Reort of WHO for 195.4 and the Report of
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the External Auditor. May I know if there are any observations on

this part of the report? If no observations are forthcoming, may I

take it that the Assembly is prepared to accept this resolution?

In the absence of any indication to the contrary I declare that this

resolution has been adopted by the Assembly.

Scales of Assessment
Bar$ies des contributions
Baremo de Contribuciones

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I now come to the third resolution -

Scales of Assessment. The resolution has been read out in extenso and

I take it that there is no need for me to read it out again. Are

any observations forthcoming? I recognize the delegate of the

United States of America.

Dr MAYO (United States of America): Mr President and fellow

delegates, the position of the United States in support of a change

to a more realistic scale of assessment is well known to you. It

was fully stated in the Committee on Administration, Finance and

Legal Matters and in the Working Party on Assessments. My

Government believes that only the active Members should be taken into

account in applying the principle of the 33 -1/3 maximum assessment.

At the present time the fact that nine inactive Members are included

..? the scale results in an assessment on the United States which, in

ciect, is considerably more than 33 -1/3 per cent. We do not

consider this a proper or justifiable arrangement in view of the

resolution of the Second World Health Assembly that "No one Member
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State should contribute more than one -third to the regular expenses

of WHO."

My delegation has done everything in its power to make clear to

this Assembly our belief that decisive action is urgently required to

end the situation, which appears to us to be inequitable and harmful

to the Organization as a whole. I recognize the hard work that the

Working Party on Assessments has done in formulating this draft

resolution in an attempt at compromise, and I appreciate the

opportunity my delegation has had as a member of the working party to

set forth the facts as to the close relation between this issue and

our attempt to obtain legislation in the United States Congress

concerning our contribution to WHO. The arrangement set out in

paragraph 3 of the draft resolution for spreading the adjustment in

the maximum contribution over a four -year period can in no way be

considered a decisive solution. We believe that in this matter the

Assembly has made a regrettable and costly mistake. I do not

intend to move the reopening here of paragraph 3 or of the draft

resolution as a whole. Our delegation, however, would bitterly

oppose postponement. The whole tenor of the proceedings in the

Committee makes it evident that this Assembly does not intend to

dispose of this issue except by slow degrees, as stated in the draft

resolution. But I feel it is my duty to state very clearly my

delegation's belief that in this matter the Members of the World

Health Organization have lost a real opportunity to correct the

situation before it brings harm to the programme of work of the
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Organization. In this case, a four -year promise is definitely not

adequate to meet the need. It seems a great pity that so indecisive

an action should be taken at the very moment when the United States

is being assessed a larger amount than its existing laws authorize it

to contribute to the World Health Organization budget, and when the

executive branch is in the midst of an important effort to obtain new

authorizing legislation in Congress. This is a matter of regret to

my delegation, and I raise the issue in order that the records of this

Assembly may show that the United States has laid before the member-

ship the possible financial consequences to the Organization of the

inadequate measures which it has chosen to take on this issue.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Mayo. Are there any other

observations? The delegate of Italy.

Le Professeur CANAPERIA (Italie) : Monsieur le Président, ma

délégation désire proposer que cette résolution si importante soit

mise aux voix paragraphe par paragraphe. Je pense qu'il est inutile

ici de vous dire les raisons pour lesquelles ma délégation estime

qu'il est mieux de voter chaque paragraphe séparément. Il y a en effet

différents principes qui sont établis dans cette résolution, d'une

'part celui de l'application du barème des Nations Unies, d'autre part,

d'autres principes qui sont en contradiction et en apposition avec

ce mame barème. Pour faciliter la mise aux voix des divers points

séparément, Monsieur le Président, et puisqu'il y a une introduction
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à la résolution, un préambule qui établit ces principes généraux, je

vous propose de commencer à voter sur les paragraphes 1, 2, 3 et 4 et,

selon le résultat des votes, on pourrait ensuite modifier l'intro-

duction s'il est nécessaire.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: The delegate of Italy, as I understand it, has

suggested that this resolution be put paragraph by paragraph. Rule 58

of the Rules of Procedure states :

"Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if any
delegate or representative of an Associate member so requests."

The difficulty in accepting this proposal is that the preamble

to..tte resolution is comprehensive and does not permit of parts being

put to vote unless the preamble itself is amended. The first thing,

therefore, will be for the delegate of Italy, if he so desires, to

suggest an amendment of the preamble and then to put forward a

definite resolution as to what he wishes to have put as separate parts.

I recognize the delegate of Norway.

Dr EVANG (Norway); Mr President, fellow delegates, the matter

before us, as we know, has been discussed in one Assembly after

another. And finally, we have now reached a compromise which seems

to meet the views of a large majority of the dumber States, as far

as they can be met.
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We all appreciate the unique position of the one Member which

has today objected to the adoption of this compromise. We not only

appreciate the unique position in which that country finds itself,

but we also wish to express our deep gratitude to that country for the

very great interest it has taken in the work of WHO. It is not only

that that country has alone paid one -third of the budged it is also

that the excellent delegations sent to the various Health Assemblies

and the members who have served on the Executive Board have always

worked very hard, effectively, and in a positive way.

It was therefore somewhat of a surprise to me that Dr Mayo, of the

United States, today made a statement objecting to the passing of this

resolution. No one country, large or small, can expect or should expect

an international body to get its will a hundred per cent. at the moment

it wants it. Here in this compromise resolution, we have met the United

States on the point which is of great importance to that country. If

you read point 3 (page 4) of the compromise resolution which was finally

passed by a large majority in the Committee on Administration, Finance

and Legal Matters, you will find the following wording:

"DECIDES that in the application of the principle that the
maximum assessment of any one i'ember shall not exceed 33 -1/3 %,
such maximum assessment shall be calculated as a percentage of
the total assessments of the Members actively participating in
the work of the Organization; and that this principle shall be
progressively implemented . . ."
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In other words, we have met the United States of America, but we

have met them gradually, saying that we feel that they will get

their will. This is contrary to the opinion of many Members, but

in order to reach this resolution we have gone this far to meet

that great country.

I would therefore, dear fellow delegates, very strongly

recommend that we now accept this compromise resolution. It is

necessary for the World Health Assembly finally to reach a conclusion,

so that time will not be used discussing the matter again and again.

This is a solution.

Finally, I think that since the honourable delegate of the

United States of America referred to the legislation of his country

in relation to contributions to the World Health Organization, I

would most respectfully remind the delegates, and also the delegate

of the United States of àmerica, that there is only one body in the

world which can legally and constitutionally assess any Member and

decide how large a contribution any one Member should make to the

World Health Organization: that is the World Health Assembly itself.

From the very first moment when this legislation was passed in the

United States, we knew that it placed the World Health Organization

and the United States itself, as a Member, in a rather difficult

position. We understand, even after the lengthy discussion which
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took place on this topic at the last Assembly, that our many friends

in the United States, including the United States Congress itself,

have appreciated the position of the World Health Assembly. And

we understand that legislation may be under may to remove this

difficulty and open the way for the complete and absolutely full

membership of the United States of America. We trust funk,

Mr President, that that great country will continue to show its

great interest and will appreciate the position of the majority

of this Assembly.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Evang.

Are there other observations? If the delegate of Italy wishes

to propose an amendment, would he kindly send it up in writing.

Le Professeur CANAPERIA (Italie) : Monsieur le Président, je

regrette infiniment de prendre le temps de notre Assemblée qui est

si précieux, mais j'ai l'impression qu'on a mal compris ma proposi-

tion. Cette resolution, comme toute résolution, est composée d'un

préambule qui contient des considérations d'ordre général et de la

partie effective de la résolution, c'est -à -dire les quatre paragraphes.

La proposition de ma délégation était de voter d'abord sur le premier,

puis sur le deuxième, sur le troisième et sur le quatrième paragraphe

.de cette résolution, qui forment la partie effective de la résolution

mame. Après.ce vote, si les quatre paragraphes sont acceptés, il n'y
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aura évidemment pas lieu de changer le préambule. Si l'un quelconque

des paragraphes ou des propositions n'est pas accepté, c'est à ce

moment -là qu'on pourrait envisager la possibilité d'apporter des

modifications au préambule. La raison pour laquelle ma délégation

insiste sur cette procédure, c'est parce que nous sommes d'accord sur

plusieurs paragraphes de cette résolution mais non pas sur le

quatrième paragraphe. Ce paragraphe établit, en effet, un principe

qui, à notre avis, n'est pas conforme à la règle à suivre pour la .

fixation des contributions des Etats Membres, laquelle doit tenir

compte de la capacité contributive de chaque Etat. C'est pour cette

raison, Monsieur le Président, que j'insiste sur la proposition que

j'ai faite de voter d'abord les quatre paragraphes qui forment la

résolution proprement dite, et qui concernent les barèmes de contribu-

tions, et après, si besoin est, on pourrait passer à l'examen des

modifications qu'il faudrait apporter au préambule, lequel, comme

tout préambule, ne constitue pas la partie importante de la résolution.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I recognize the delegate of the Union of

South Africa.

Mr. BOTHA (Union of South Africa): Mr President, the distinguished

representative of Italy suggests that we separate the preamble of this

resolution from the operative part. May I respectfully point out that,

should any of the operative paragraphs be rejected, not only would
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the preamble require amendment, as you have suggested, but operative

paragraph 1 of the resolution also would have to be amended. It seems

to my delegation that, if we vote according to the procedure suggested

by the representative of Italy, then the moment we have adopted

paragraph 1 we have automatically adopted paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5

in view of the wording of paragraph 1, which reads as follows:

"DECIDES that WHO should progress toward the full
application of these principles in four annual stages as provided
in paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 below."

There is therefore no question of just changing the preamble: if any

of the subsequent paragraphs is rejected, paragraph 1 will also have

to be changed.

Mr President, as we are all aware, our working group went fully into

all the points of view expressed in the Committee and it considered the

main principles involved in this matter (a fact of which our working

group is, I admit, justly proud). 4;ll of us had to concede something -

my delegation certainly had to concede quit3 a considerable amount -

but it is not necessary at this stage for us to reopen that issue.

I would only say that in supporting fully the resolution proposed

by the main committee, my delegation does so in a spirit of compromise

and feels that no future Assembly could reach any better solution than

this Assembly did. We would, therefore, strongly urge that the

resolution be adopted and that no change be made in it at this Assembly.



A8i1?R /7
page 18

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Are there any other observations?

Has the delegate of Italy any observations in the light of the

remarks made by the delegate of the Union of South Africa? I have to

point out that paragraph 1 if it is voted on would, as I understand it,

automatically decide the subsequent course of events. Therefore if the

delegate of Italy has any amendment to paragraph 1, apart from the

preamble, he should submit it.

I shall now read out the amendment proposed by the delegate of

Italy to paragraph 1: "Delete the words 2, 3, 4 and 5 ". The paragraph

will then read:

"Decides that WHO should progress toward the full application

of these principles in four annual stages as provided in paragraphs

below."

Any observations on this amendment? The delegate of Canada.

Mr CLARK (Canada): Mr President, fellow delegates, as the delegate

of Italy pointed out, his amendment is aimed at deleting from this draft

resolution a point which is of particular concern to my Government. I

just have a couple of comments to make on it.

As I understand the amendment made by the delegate of Italy, it

did not change the substance of the resolution. The principles which

are to be applied are still clearly spelled out in the preamble, and

one of them is the per capita principle. I should like to take a

minute or two of your time to discuss this per capita principle.

We went into it very thoroughly in the Working Party and in the

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. I had hoped

that I could avoid taking up your time to discuss it again here today.
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This principle, rather than being inequitable, is in the view of my

Government, and of several other Governments, a device, an arrangement,

to ensure that a small group of countries do not have to carry a

disproportionate share of the burden of this organization, of the

United Nations, or of UNESCO. We are also pressing for the application

of the principle in FAO and ILO. I should like to emphasize that,

when the United Nations was first started, the Canadian Government

was quite prepared to accept a scale of contributions based on capacity

to pay as defined by national income, with special adjustments for low

per capita income. We supported wholeheartedly a sharply progressive

scale. However, when that Assembly decided to diverge from capacity

to pay and to establish a 33 1/3 per cent. ceiling on the contribution

of the United States, that left Canada and a certain number of other

countries in a very inequitable situation.

In the first place, in the United Nations, it meant that Canada

was the only country which did not receive protection from either a

ceiling or a special deduction on a basic taxable income. Secondly,

it meant that Canadians would have to pay a higher contribution to the

United Nations and to WHO than citizens of the United States, who have

a much higher per capita income than Canadians. Canadians are quite

prepared to pay as much as Americans even though they have a lower per

capita income, but my Government is not prepared to ask its people to

pay more. To get around these problems, we proposed the adoption of the

per capita principle. The United Nations adopted this principle and it
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is now partially applied. They have gone further and agreed to apply

it fully when the membership increases. The United Nations today has

60 Members. This organization has 75. It does not seem at all

unreasonable to the Canadian Government that an organization with 75

Members should fully apply this principle. In that connexion, I

should like to mention that UNESCO, with 72 Members, has agreed to

apply it fully and it is now in full effect in UNESCO.

The resolution which was worked out in the Working Party is a

compromise. It does not net all of Canada's wishes, but we are prepared

to accept it to help this organization get out of this difficult problem

which has been plaguing it year after year, and I would hope that the

majority of the delegates here will look upon this resolution as being

an entity. It stands and falls as a whole in our view. It seems to

me - and it is the view of my Government - that for this Assembly to

take the decision to remove the inactive Members from the scale and to

apply the United Nations scale, without at the same time applying the

per capita principle, would be in effect asking a small group of countries

to accept a disproportionate share of the cost of implementing those

two resolutions.
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Finally, Mr President, I should like to emphasize - as I have

emphasized in the Working Party and in the Committee on Administration,

Finance and Legal Matters - that this is not a matter of dollars and

cents to Canada. We have a very high regard for the World Health

Organization. We regard it as one of the most important, if not tie

most important, of the specialized agencies. We are prepared to see

our dollar contribution increased, providing it is used to put more

health projects in the field for those countries that need them. This

is strictly a matter of principle to us and on that basis I would

hope that a majority of you will approve this report as it is submitted

to you by the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Any other observations? The delegate of

Ireland.

Dr MacCORMACK (Ireland): Mr President, fellow delegates, I confess

that I find myself in a complete fog as regards the proposed amendment

of the delegate of Italy. Unless I have grossly misunderstood you, I

take it that the amendment of the delegate of Italy would read

"DECIDES that WHO should progress toward the full application

of these principles in four annual stages as provided in paragraphs

below."
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If I am right in that impression, all the delegate of Italy wishes to

do is to strike out the numbers, 2, 3 and 4,and that to me does not

seem to be a serious amendment. If I am right, I do not think it

should be accepted as an amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Are there any other observations? Since

I note that no other delegate wishes to participate in the discussion,

may I now put the amendment of the Italian delegation to the vote. I

shall read it out again so that the Members may be quite clear as to

what they are voting on.

"DECIDES that the World Health Organization shall progress

towards the full application of these principles in four annual

stages as provided in paragraphs below."

Those in favour of this amendment will please raise their cards.

Those who are against, please raise their cards. Abstentions.

The result of the voting is as follows: for the amendment 7,

against the amendment 38, abstentions 23. The amendment is declared

not carried.

We shall now proceed to consideration of the resolution as a

whole.

Mr RENOUF (Australia): Mr President and fellow delegates, I

just wish to say on behalf of the Australian delegation that it

voted in favour of the proposal made by the delegate of Italy
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simply on grounds of fairness. Each delegation has the right, the

absolute' right, under the Rules of Procedure as at present drafted,

to ask for a separate vote on the parts of a proposal. The proposal

made by the delegation of Italy was designed to implement that part

of the Rules of Procedure. That delegation therefore had every right

to make such a proposal and it is the belief of my delegation that it

should have been upheld.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Any other observations? The Chair wishes

to make it clear that under the Rules of Procedure it gave every

opportunity to the delegate of Italy to implement his wishes and

went so far as to suggest an amendment which would enable him to

implement that particular proposal. the Assembly has not been

pleased to accept that amendment, the Chair considers and rules that

the Assembly must vote on this resolution as a whole, as it cannot

be divided into parts.

We shall therefore consider discussing the resolution as a

whole. Any observations? If there are no further observations, 1

propose to submit to the Assembly for voting Resolution 3, scale cof

assessment. Those in favour of this resolution, please raise your

cards. Those against the proposal. Abstentions, please.

The result of the voting is as follows: for the resolution 43,

against the resolution 2, abstentions 24.

Resolution 3 of the Committee on .tclministration, Finance and

Legal Matters is therefore declared as having been accepted by this

Eighth World Health Assembly.
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Admission of Sudan as an associate Member
Admission du Soudan en qualite de Membre associe.
Admision de El Sudán en calidad de Miembro Lsociado

The ACTING PRESIDENT: We shall now go on to consideration of the

fourth resolution - admission of Sudan as an associate Member. Any

observations? In the absence of any indication to the contrary, may I

take it that the Assembly is in favour of adopting this resolution?

I declare that this resolution is adopted, and from the Chair I wish

to express our great satisfaction that this Assembly has admitted Sudan
.

as an associate Member, and I am sure that Sudan will contribute further

to the success of the work of the World Health Assembly.

I recognize the delegate of Egypt.

Dr ABOUL ELA (Egypt): Mr President, fellow delegates, on behalf of

my Government, I should like to take this opportunity of expressing our

appreciation and thanks to the Lssembly for agreeing to admit Sudan as

an associate Member of this great organization.

The Government of Egypt shares with the Government of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland responsibility for the

external affairs of the Sudan. I_ccording to this joint responsibility,

the Government of Egypt, in complete agreement with Her Majesty's

Government, will assume the responsibility for ensuring the application

of °,rticles 66 to.68 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization

with regard to Sudan.

Mr President, on this happy occasion I should like to be permitted

to congratulate Sudan and its distinguished representative, and to

express our sincere wishes for its continued progress and prosperity.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT: I recognize the delegate of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Sir John CHARLES (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland): Mr President, fellow delegates, it is our privilege to act

in concert with our Egyptian friends in accepting the decision of

the Assembly to admit the Sudan as an Associate Member of this great

organization.

Her Majesty's Government share with the Government of Egypt

responsibility for the external affairs of the Sudan, and it is in

accordance with that joint responsibility that Her Majesty's.Govern-

ment associate themselves with the Government of Egypt in assuming

responsibility for ensuring the application of Articles 66 to 68 of

the Constitution of the World Health Organization with regard to

the Sudan.

After this formal statement, may I express our warmest congra-

tulations to the Sudan and to its distinguished representative.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I recognize the delegate of Ethiopia.

Dr. PETROS (Etiopia): Señor Presidente, Señores Delegados,

como pais colindante y, por ende, por multiplicidad de intereses

y problemas comunes, unidos ambos por la perenne afluencia vital del

Nilo Azul, Etiopía, por medio de su Delegación aquí presente, feli-

cita, pública y cordialmente, y le da la más calurosa bienvenida al

hermano pais El Sudán, por su ingreso al seno de la Organización
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Mundial de la Salud, en calidad de Miembro Asociado y abriga la

confianza, o mejor dicho, la certeza, de que este acontecimiento

servirá para llevar a cabo eficazmente y, en un plan más amplio,

los planes, proyectos, realizaciones de carácter mddicosanitario

que hasta la fecha han sido limitados a un plano, digamos, regional.

Nuestra Delegación, gustosa, se vale de esta oportunidad, y desea

expresar a la nación sudanesa sus votos más sinceros para que este

primer paso sea el preludio de otros más trascendentales en el

concierto de las Naciones.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I recognize the delegate of Liberia.

Dr TOGBA (Liberia) : Mr President, on behalf of thr Liberian

Government, I wish to congratulate the Government of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and that of Egypt for

their thoughtfulness in bringing Sudan into the World Health Organi-

zation as an Associate Member. Liberia, as you know, is an African

country, and we are happy to see other African countries come into

this organization. We hope the day will come when most countries of

Africa will be represented here in the World Health Organization.

We hope the day will come when the Governments of the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of France will see to it

that some of the countries in West Africa and other parts of Africa

south of the Sahara will be represented here among us.. I take this

opportunity to congratulate again those Governments for being kind

enough to bring the Sudan into this organization, and I also congra-

tulate the representative of Sudan on behalf of his people.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT : I recognize the delegate of Tunisia.

Le Dr ZAOUCHE (Tunisie) Monsieur le Président, Messieurs les

délégués, la Tunisie, en sa qualité de Membre associé, se réjouit bien

sincèrement de la décision que vient de prendre l'Assemblée en accor-

dant au Soudan l'honneur de siéger parmi nous.

Mes félicitations s'adressent aussi bien au Soudan qu'à ses deux

parrains, j'ai nommé le Royaume -Uni de Grande -Bretagne et de l'Irlande

du Nord et l'Egypte, qui viennent de nous donner ainsi une preuve

supplémentaire de mutuelle et confiante coopération.

Mais cet évènement, si vous le permettez, Monsieur le Président,

appelle de notre part quelques brefs commentaires. Accepter que

croisse le nombre des Membres associés au sein de l'Organisation, c'est

bien, c'est meme très bien, mais encore faudrait -il envisager parallè-

lement les conditions d'une évolution par étapes aboutissant à une ex-

tension de leurs droits. Messieurs, ne nous y trompons pas. Il s'agit

ici uniquement, à notre sens, de santé publique, de lutte contre les

maladies et les fléaux sociaux, de recherches d'un mieux -titre dans la

vie des peuples. Il serait donc impensable à notre avis de continuer à

refuser à ceux qui acceptent d'assumer des obligations que vous avez

fixées vous- mémes, de leur refuser, dis -je, l'espoir d'acquérir au

sein de notre Organisation des droits plus étendus.

Ceci étant dit en toute sérénité, je suis heureux de réitérer mes

félicitations et souhaits de bienvenue à la ration soudanaise.
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The ACTING PaSIDENT: I recognize the delegate of Syria.

Dr Dia LL- CHATTI (Syria) : Mr President, on behalf of the Syrian

Government and its delegation to this honourable body, I would like

to express our thanks to this Assembly and our congratulations to the

Sudanese Government. We shall be waiting for the happy moment when

we shall see the Sudanese Government - very soon, I hope - a full

Member of our Organization.

The ACTING P SIDENT: I recognize the delegate of Israel.

Mr LIV RO (Ísrael): Mr President, my delegation wishes, in

welcomin: Sudan to associate membership, to state that it considers

the acceptance of Sùdan by this organization as yet another expression

of the desire to extend the benefits which can be obtained from WHO to

as many people as possible. The un(ertaking of concomitant obligations

by such new Mebers will in turn help to strengt en the feeling of

responsibility amongst other Members to live up to theirs. It is the

hope of my delegation, therefore, that this development will, in parti-

cular, have an immediate beneficial effect on the regional activities

of the World Health Organization.

The ACTING P_TSIDET:

Dr TOFFOLOF. (Yemen) :

I now recognize the delegate of Yemen.

Mr President, on behalf of my Government

and of my delegation, i am very glad to welcome Sudan - where there is

a big Yemenite Colony - into the World Health Organization, and I

associate myself with what has been said by the other delegates, in

particular those of Egypt and the other Arab countries.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT: I recognize the delegate of Brazil.

El Profesor FERREIRA (Brasil) : Señor Presidente, señores

Delegados, la razón que me trae a congratularme por la venida del

Sudán a nuestra familia, es que nosotros en América no tenemos apa-

rentemente vínculos ni políticos ni de vecindad con este país, pero

como constituimos nosotros todos una gran familia, yo creo que la

voz de América no podría dejar de manifestarse en este momento,

sintiéndonos felices porque un pais más viene a pertenecer a nuestra

familia.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I recognize the delegate of Iraq.

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq): Mr President, honourable delegates, it gives

me great pleasure to stand here at this historic moment of accepting

Sudan as an Associate Member of the World Health Organization and to

welcome Sudan most heartily and congratulate it on behalf of the Iraqi

delegation and the Government of Iraq.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: May I now request the representative of

the Sudan Government kindly to come up to the rostrum and address

this Assembly?

Dr ALI ZAKI (Sudan): Mr President, honourable delegates, it is a

great privilege to me to speak from the rostrum of the Eighth World

Health Assembly on the occasion of this outstanding event in the history

of my country, and to express the sincere thanks of my Government for

the honour of being elected an Associate Member of the World Health

Organization.
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Before I left the Sudan, the local press published the news of my

mission in its editorial articles which reflected in anticipation the

great satisfaction of the ten million people of the Sudan who inhabit

a vast territory of about one million square miles. Now they will

certainly rejoice.

I am sure this anticipation will be justified because my country-

men have already enjoyed the assistance of WHO in the form of two major

projects: the campaigns against tuberculosis and sleeping sickness.

Moreover, fellowships have been granted in various public health

fields as well as for study at the Nursing College in Alexandria,

and an expert has given advice on the establishment of a faculty of

pharmacy in the Sudan. Other proposals are now before the Assembly for

consideration in the programme and budget estimates for 1956.

We are greatly indebted to the E?stern Mediterranean Regional Office

and particularly to Dr Shousha for his readiness to meet our requests for

assistance.

Mr President, may I take advantage of this happy occasion and mention

some of the Sudan Government's achievements in the field of public health?

Sudan has made steady progress for many years in the field of training of

auxiliary staff. A midwives' school was opened as early as 1920. The

number of such schools has now been increased to five. Special attention

has been paid to the training of midwives for domiciliary work in remote

rural areas. A school of nursing was inaugurated the same year and there

are now six of these schools.
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In the field of maternal and child health, a school for health

visitors was established in the early nineteen -forties and there are

at present 45 ante -natal and 37 child health centres. Schools for

dispensers and for assistant radiographers were opened in 1933 and 1940,

respectively. Mental health has not been ignored and there is a psy-

chiatric unit in Khartoum. I mention with pride that the Sudanese

psychiatrist in charge is on the WHO expert advisory panel.

Last but not least, there is the school for training medical

assistants for service in the rural health centres. The school was

opened as long ago as 1918. There are at present about 600 such

rural health centres, providing services in the proportion of 1/25,000

of the population, but our target figure is 1/15,000 of the population.

In addition, 65 ambulances will soon be on the road to act as rural

mobile units. The curriculum of this school has a bias towards the

practical aspects of preventive and social medicine.

The training of qualified personnel is receiving constant attention.

There is a University College in Khartoum, which embraces a long -,

established medical school, opened in 1924, and a Department of Public

Health for undergraduates with a fine medical graphic museum.

As regards insect -borne diseases, antimalaria campaigns are being

vigorously pursued, and it has been possible to reduce the morbidity

rate in one particular area from about 20,000 to 3,000 over a span of

three years by the use of BHC residual spraying. About a quarter of a

million dollars is being spent annually by the Sudan Government on

insecticides and casual labour.
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In addition, another sum of about three- quarters of a million

dollars has been approved to protect a population of half a million by

the application of copper sulphate as a molluscacide in the Gezira

Irrigated Cotton Area canalization system which comprises about 3,500

miles of irrigation channels.

We are guided in respect of expansion and development in the health

services by a comprehensive ten -year plan that started in 1951. We are,

of course, conscious of the multiplicity of public health problems that

lie in front of us.

I conclude by conveying, on behalf of the Sudan Government, warm and

affectionate greetings to the Mexican Government and its kind people.

Adoption of the Report
Adoption du rapport
Adopci6n del informe

The ACTING PRESIDENT: The Assembly is now requested to consider the

adoption of the first report of the Committee on Administration, Finance

and Legal Matters as a whole. May I take it that it is the wish of the

Assembly that this report be adopted? The report is adopted.

That brings to a conclusion the programme for this plenary meeting.

But before closing the meeting, may I recall that according to the time-

table for the day, the Committee on Programme and Budget and the Legal

Sub -Committee of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters

are to meet immediately after the conclusion of this plenary meeting.

This meeting is now closed.

The meeting rose at 11.20 a.m.
La Par. est levy- e á 11. h. 20
Se levanto 12 sesión a.. las 11: 0 horas


