
 

AFR/RC20/R4: 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having examined and discussed the report of the Regional Director on epidemiological 

surveillance and co-ordination of communicable disease control programmes; 

 

Considering that this report constitutes a first step towards further development of these 

activities in the right direction; 

 

Recognizing the need to establish a practical system for collection and analysis of data on 

communicable diseases; 

 

Noting the additional information supplied on steps taken by the Organization to meet the 

emergency needs of Member States; 

 

Pointing out that, as in other fields of endeavour, the prime responsibility for co-ordinating 

efforts to combat communicable diseases lies with the countries themselves, 

 

1. REITERATES its view that WHO constitutes the best administrative and technical 

framework within which to organize the co-ordination of communicable disease 

control activities; 

 

2. STRESSES the importance of synchronizing preventive activities conducted in 

border zones between neighbouring States; 

 

3. APPROVES unreservedly the conclusions contained in the report on the meeting 

held in Brazzaville on 18 and 19 March 19701  and in particular those concerning the 

programme for co-ordination of epidemiological surveillance and communicable 

disease control; 

 

4. NOTES the fruitful contacts established between the three Regional Offices that 

cover the African continent with a view to working out a more comprehensive 

system of information and co-ordination; 

 

5. CONGRATULATES the Organization and the Regional Office on the speed and 

efficiency they recently displayed in connexion with the appearance, south of the 

Sahara, of a communicable disease hitherto unknown in the Region; 

 

6. INSITS that Member States unreservedly fulfil their responsibilities and obligations 

as laid down in the International Sanitary Regulations; 

 

7. RECOMMENDS that WHO devise ways and means of overcoming, as and when 

necessary, the obstacles encountered in epidemiological surveillance and control; 

 

8. EXPRESSES the hope that programme for the giving of emergency assistance, at 

their request, to countries stricken by epidemic outbreaks may eventually lead to the 

formation of task forces with the necessary equipment and facilities for taking 

effective  action in the field at the shortest notice; 

 

9. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 
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(a) to continue, in collaboration with the Director-General, his studies on 

epidemiological surveillance and the co-ordination of communicable disease 

control in the African continent; 

 

(b) to report to the Committee, as appropriate, on developments in this field; 

 

(c) to transmit this resolution to the Director-General. 
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