
 

AFR/RC22/R6: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Having considered the Regional Director’s report on epidemiological surveillance and co-

ordination of communicable diseases control;1 

 

Realising the danger represented by the introduction of new endemic diseases in Africa and 

the disturbing persistence of various communicable diseases, despite the control methods 

adopted; 

 

Considering that it is necessary for each country to apply strictly the provisions of the 

International Health Regulations for the protection of its borders, but taking into consideration the 

need for technical prudence in the application of these Regulations in regard to the transport of 

passengers and foodstuffs; 

 

Taking into consideration also the fact that the daily radiotelegraphic epidemiological 

bulletin has been discontinued; 

 

Recognizing the importance in the control of communicable diseases of a regional system 

of epidemiological information, 

 

1. APPROVES the efforts made by WHO to provide the Region with an effective 

epidemiological surveillance system for the information of governments and the 

study and control of communicable diseases; 

 

2. CONSIDERS that the Weekly Epidemiological Record, regularly distributed by 

airmail in order to notify the governments of communicable diseases of general and 

regional importance serves a useful purpose; 

 

3. AUTORIZES the Regional Director to continue, in cases of emergency, to inform the 

countries at risks by telegram; 

 

4. REMINDS all Member States of the need, if surveillance is to be effective, for them 

to notify the Regional Office regularly of the epidemiological pattern of the main 

communicable diseases; 

 

5. INVITES the health authorities, with a view to unification and simplification, to 

adopt the restricted notification list proposed in the report and to pay more attention 

to regular reports on the number of vaccinations of any kind which they carry out; 

 

 

6. ASKS Member States to accept regular visits and consultations by staff of the 

epidemiological surveillance centres in order to facilitate and improve co-ordination; 

 

7. REQUEST Member States with common frontiers to harmonize their communicable 

diseases control programmes, particularly through exchange of information and visits 

between national health personnel concerned; and 

 

8. REQUEST the Regional Director: 

                                                           
1 Document AFR/RC22/5. 



 

 

(i) to continue his efforts to promote co-ordination between the international and 

inter-governmental organizations concerned; 

 

(ii) to continue to provide necessary assistance to Member States in the 

development of their health laboratory services with a view to improving 

diagnostic facilities; and 

 

(iii) to make periodic reports to the Regional Committee on the surveillance and 

control of communicable diseases. 
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