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Public-health programmes will Inevitably be influenced by the 
peaceful u$e of atomic energy, as the Director-General has pointed 
out, Occupational health, that branch of public health which protests 
the lives and the health of the community and its workers against the 
haeards of industry, must be prepared to cope with this new problem, 
which may well be much more serious than those encountered in the past. 
This task will require highly efficient personnel, specialized 
equipment and refined techniques, which cannot be obtained overnight, 
but represent the final stage of development of occupational health 
and are a product of its evolution. 

In most countries occupational health is less advanced than other 
fields of public health and must be Improved if there Is to be any 
real hope of solving this new problem in the near future. It will be 
found, in these new circumstances as in the past, that community 
health and industrial health are indivisible. We must find ways and 
means, while avoiding insuperable technical obstacles and excessive 
expenditure, to permit a suitable location of plants and a satisfaat-
ery means of disposing of radioactive waste without contaminating the 
air, earth or waterj success will depend not on legislative 
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provisions, but rather on a degree of public-health education sufficient 
to ensure the active participation of the public. It will be possible 
to assess the dangers only through the adoption of the epidemiological 
method, a scientific technique which regards pathological disturbances 
from the point of view, not of the individual, but of the community. 

It is therefore incumbent upon schools of public health to begin 
the training of specialized staff at once, just as they have given 
training in other fields of occupational health. The World Health 
Organization can and should encourage thi« new kind of training as the 
culminating point of its programmes to improve, protect and restore the 
health of the community and its workers. 

In view of the foregoing brief considerations, it is proposed that 
the Assembly should consider the following proposal: 

The Eighth World Health Assembly 
RECOMMENDS 

(1) that Member States place the greatest possible emphasis on 
occupational health in their public-health programmes, as an 
essuntial preliminary measure to guard against the hazards arising 
from the peaceful use of atomic energy; 
(2) that the World Health Organization should promote the training 
of the requisite personnel in schools of public health functioning 
as regional training centres for several countries, and 
(3) that for Latin America there should be a first regional 
training centre, to be set up in a country which has a school of 
public health, a specialized laboratory, and a well-developed 
industry, and which, by reason of its geographical location, is easil. 
accessible to a large number of countries. 


